








TRAVELS

IN

UPPER AND LOWER:!EGYPT,

IN COMPANY WITH SEVERAL

DIVISIONS OF THE FRENCH ARMY,
During the Campaigns of

GENERAL BONAPARTE
IN THAT COUNTRY ;

4ND PUBLISHED UNDLCR HIS IMMEDIATE PATRONAGE,
BY

VIVANT DENON.

e —
FAMRELLISHLD WIrH AUMIROUS ENGRAVINGS.

e P————

TRANSLATED

BY ARTHUR AIKIN.

IN THREE VOLUMES.
VOL. II.

b

Lonpon : |
*KRINTED FOR ¥ N.LONGMAN AND 0. REES, PATERNO.™S . ROW;
AND RICHARD PHILLIPS, 71, ST. FAUL'S,

BY T.Glllet, salifbury Square.

1803.







TRAVELS
UPPER AND LOWER EGYPT.

CHAPTER XI. =

Town of Siut or Lycopolis—Characier of the
Lybidg Range of Mountains—Antient ex~
cavated Tombs—-Doum Palm-tree—--The
Red and m:n Coptic Comvents—Large
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Samanhut—Purfuit of ﬂiz:md-Bey——-—Ap-
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2 TRAVELS IN EGYPT.

pmaﬁ; to Tentyrb—Charathi- f Egyptwm
Architelfure—Magnificent Porftco—-Sty/e
of the Qrnaments and Hieroglyphics.

IUT 1s a large 'well-pcoplcd town, built,
f to all appearance, on the fite of Lyco-
-polis, or the city of the Wolf.—Why the

wolf, which 1s an animal of northern cli-

matcs, and 1s not found here ? Is it a wor-
thip borrowed from the Greeks, the account
of which we have received from the Ro-
mans, who at that time paid but little at-
tention to natural hiftory, and might have
confounded the jackal with the wolf? No

antiquitics arc found in this town, but the
I.ybian chain, at the foot of which it ftands,
here cxhibits fuch a vaft numbcr of tombs,
that without doubt this town occupies thc
territory of fome very ancient and flourithing
city. We arrived herc an hour after ncon,

and
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and we employed the remainder of the day
in procuring food for the army, in exercifing
the fick, and in taking poffcflion & barks and
pro?fﬁ?nm, which the Mameclukes had not
been able to carry away with them.

[ haftened to gifit the Lybian chain of
mountains, {o cager was I to put my finger
on an Egyptian mountain. 1 had feen two
ranges fince I left Cairo, without having
been able to rifk climbing any one of them.
[ found this, as I had fuppofed, a ruin of
nature, formed of horizontal and regular

ftrata of calgarcous {tones more or lefs crum-

s

bling, and of ditferent thades of whitenefs,

divided at intervals with large mammillated

and concentric flints, which appear to be

the nlz_gl_ci, or, as it were, the bones of this

vaft cham, and fcem to kecp it together,
and prevent its total deftruction.  This de-
co.mpoﬁtion 1s daily happening by the im-

Ao preflion
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preflion of the falt air, which penetrates
cvery part of the calcarcous furface, decom-
pofes it, #d makes it as it were diflolve
down in ftreams of fand, which at firft col-
le&ed in heaps at the foot of the rock, and
are then carried away by the winds, and en-
croaching gradually on the cultivated plain
and the villages, change them into barren-
nefs and defolation. The rocks are near half
a league from Siut ; and in the road is a very
pretty houfe of the kiachef, who was agent

for Soliman-Bey. The rocks are excavated

AT 4s s 0

by a vaft number of tombs of different di-

menfions, and decorated with more or lefs
magnificence, and this too can leave no
doubt of thc proximity of the antient fite

of fome confidcrable town. I took a dm‘v:-
ing of onc of the largeft of thefe monu-
rents, to which a plan is annexed. (See
Platc XV.) All the iuner porches of thefe

grottocs
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grottoes are covered with hieroglzghics;

i o - ———

months would be required to read them,
even if one knew the language, and it would
take years to copy them. One thing I faw
by the little day-light that enters the firft
porch, which is, that all the elegancies of
ornament which the Greeks have employed
in their archite®ure, all the wavy lines, the
fcrolls, and other Greck forms, are here exe-
cuted with taite and exquifite delicacy. If
onc of thefe excavaticns was a fingle opera-
tion, as the uniform regulurity of the plan
of cach would feem to indicate, it muit be
an immenfc labour to conftru& a tomb;
but we may fuppofe that fuch a one, when
once finithed, would ferve for ever for the
fepulture of a whole family or ¢ven race, and
that fome religious_worfhip was regularly
paid to the dead; clfe where would have

been the ufe of fuch finithed ornaments of
Az ' infcrip-
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infcx;iptions never read, and of a ruinous, fe-
cret, and bu:ied fplendour? At different
periods or annual feftivals, or when fome
new inhabitant was added to thc tombs,
funereal rites were doubtlefs performed, in
which the pomp of cercmony might vic with
the magnificence of the place; which is the
more probable, as the richnefs of decoration
in the interior part formsa moft {triking con-
traft with the outer walls, which are only
the ro{;gh native rock, as may be remarked
in the view that 1s annexed. T found one
of thefe caves, with a fingle faloon, in which
were an innumecrable quantity of graves cut
in the rock in regular order: they had been
ranfacked in order to procure the mummics ;
and I found feveral fragments of their con-
tents, fuch as linen, hands, feet, and loofe

bones.
Befides thefe principal grottoes, there is
fuch
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fuch a countlefs number of fmaller excava-
tions, that the whole rock is cavernous and
refounds under the fqot. Further on to the
fouth, are remains of large quarries, the ca-
vities of which arc fupf)orted by pilafters:
fome of thefe qu'arrics have been the abode
of pious hermits, who in thefe rocks, among
thefe vaft retreats, united the auftere afpect
of an inhabitant of the defert to the gentle
majefty of one who partakes of the bounties
beftowed by a nver, which difpenfes to its
banks plenty and fertility.  This was the
emblem of their life ; before their retreat,
cares, wealth, agitation; afterwards, calm
and contemplative enjoyments ; the filence
of nature too imitated the referve to which
they were compelled : 1n thefe regions the
unchanging and auguft {plendor of the 1ky,
forcibly impells to conftant but chaftened
admiration ; the dawn of day is not en-

Aa livened
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livened by the cries of joy or the bounding
of animals ; the fong of no bird proclaims
the return of morn, even the lark, which
in our climates enlivens and animates our
fallows, in thefe l;uggif regions only calls
to his mate, but never chants his (happi-
nefs ; the grave dignity of Nature feems to
infpire with the deep fenfe of humble ac-
knowledgment, fo that the grotto of the
cenobite feems to have been placed here by
the order and choice of the Deity himfelf;
and ;a;rery animatcd being partakes with
him in his grave and filent meditation.
Small niches, ftucco facings, a few red
paintings reprefenting crofles, and fome in-
feriptions in a language which I taok to be
Coptic, are the only remains which give evi-
dence to the former habitation of the auftere
cenobites in thefe gloomy cells. In the

fecafon in which we vifited them, nothing
was
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was comparable to the exquifite verdure of
the banks of the Nile, which embellifhed
the thore with various hues of beautiful green
as far as the eye could reach. My curiofity
had led me o far from head-quarters, that I
could not regain them before the march.

It is always attended with fome cmbar-
raflment when a large army quits a town.
We fet out the next morming before day-
break. All our guides had joined the fame
divifion which caufed ours to wander at
random, and it was fome timc before we
were all colle@ted. We followed the finuo-
fities ot the canal of Abu-Affi, which is
the laft of Upper Egypt, and fo confiderable
in fize, that 1t might be confidered as an
arm of the Nile, dividing with this river the
extent of the valley, whic.h in this day’s
snarch appcared to be no more than a league
i breadih, b}_lt cujtivated with morc care

and
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and 1kill than any part which we had yet
feen: we found feveral roads marked out,
which convinced us that they might, with a
very little expence, be made excellent, and
moft completely durable, in a country like
this, where neither rain nor froft are ever
feen. At every half league we found wells
with a fmall monument of hofpitality, in
which we could allay the thirft of man and
horfe : I took a fketch of one of the moft
confiderable of thefc fmail philanthropic
eftablifhments, as agrecable as ufeful, which
characterize the natural charity of the Arabs.
(See Plate XVII. Fig. 2.) Towards the
middle of the day we approached the defert,
where I found thrce new objects; one was
the doum _palm-trec, which djﬁ'crs from the
date palm, in having from cxgEt' to fifteen

ﬁe'mshix}ftead of only a fingle one, and its

ligneous fruit is attached by clufters to the

extremity
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extremity of the principal branches, whence
proceed numerous tufts, which form the
foliage of the tree.  The fruit is of a trian-
gular form, and of the fize of_an egg; the
firft, or outer coat, is fpongy, and eats like
the carobe ; the tafte is fweetifh, like honcy,
refembling the flavour of fpice-bread; under
this coat 1= a hard bark, filamentous like the
cocoa-nut, which 1t refcmbles more than
any cther {7 ; but 1t wants the fine hard
lignecus then of the cocoa; its gelatinous
part 1s taftelefs 5 1t becomes very hard by
drying, and beads are made of it, ftrung
upon chaplets, which take a good dye and
polith.  (Sce Plate XVII. Fig. 2.)

I faw alfo a charming little bird, which
by its fhape and habitudes thould be arrang-
ed in the clafs of fly catchers; it feized and
devoured thefc infeéts with an admirable ad-
drefs. Thanks to the indolence of the

1 Turks,
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Turks, all birds are familiar in their country ;
for though the Turks love nothing, they
difturb nothing : the colour of the bird I
have juft mentioned is a clear and lively
green; the head and the feathers beneath
the wings, golden; the beak, long, black,
and pointed; in the tail it has onc feather
about half an inch longer than the reft; the
fize of the bird 1s about the fame as the fmall

titmoufe.
A little further off I faw in the defert

fome fwallows of a clcar grey colour, like
that of the fand-over which they were flying:
thefe never cmigrate, or at leaft only go
into fimilar climates, as we never fee any of
them in Europe of this colour; they are of
the fpecies of the wheat-car.

After marching thirteen hours, we came
in the evening to Gamerifficm, unfortu-
nately for this village; for the cries of the

2 women
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women foon convinced us that our foldicrs,
profiting by the darknefs of the night, under
pretence of fecking provifions, and notwith-
ftanding tLeir wearinefs, were enjoying by
violence the gratifications which the place
offered them : the inhabitants, pillaged, dif-
honoured, and urged to defperation, fell up-
on the patroles whom wc fent to defend
them; and thefe, attacked by the furious
natives, were killing them in their own de-
tcncZ:, for want of being able to cxplain their
objec, and to make themficlves underftood....
O war! thou art brilliant in_hiftory, but
frightful when viewed with all thy attending
horrors, naked, and undifguifcd.

On the 28th we {fkirted the edge of the
defert, which was bordered by a fucceffion
of villages. In fpitc of the cold which we
felt during the night, the heat of the day
and the productions of the carth, gave us

notice
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notice that we were approaching the tropic;
the barley was now ripe, the wheat in ear,
and the melons planted in the open ficld,
were already in full flower. We fpent the
night in a wood near Narcette.

On the 29th we crofled a defert, and
pafled by a Coptic convent, to which the
Mamelukes had fet fire on the preceding
evening, and which was ftill burning fo as
to prevent me from entering it; but it re-
fembled in all its parts the white convent
a fhort diftance off, and fituated alfo under
the mountain, at the border of the defert,
which I fhall prefently deferibe.  The firft
1s called the Red Conuvent, becaufc it is built
of brick ; the other the White Convent, be-
ing conftructed of flones of this colour;
this latter had alfo been fet on fire the pre-
ceding evening ; but the monks in efcaping
had left the gates open, and fome of their

fervants
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fervants were faving what they could from
the ruins,

The erection of this building 1s attributed
to Saint Helena, which is probably true, to
judge by the plan. The church was the
only building lcft ftanding, but there had
doubtlefs been a monaf’ccry attached to it,
as fome tragments of walls and blocks of
granite adjoning {fcem to prove. From the
dimenfions of thefe rcliques of antiquity, we
muft fuppofe, that if Saint Helena 'built
them, the emperor Conftantine muft have
feconded her zcal, by putting very large fums
at her difpofal: the monaftery not being, hike
the church, built {o as to make a ftrong and
tenable caftle, it muft doubtlefs have been
deftroyed long before, by fome fuch violence
as that which we were now witnefles of ; the
church, on the contrary, was built fo ﬁrong,

that, with a portcullis at the entrance, and
a few
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a few picces of cannon on the walls, it
might eafily refift the attacks of the Arabs,
or even thc Mamelukes. But thefc poor
monks being without arms, could only op-
pofe to oppreflion their paticnce, fandity,
refignation, and efpecially thcir poverty,
which would haye faved them on any other
occafion ; but in the prefent cafc thc Mame-
lukes revenged themfclves on catholics, for
the ecvils which they had experienced from
other catholics, as if they could by this in-
juftice make up for the lofs which we had
occafioned them. 'We perccived in the ruins
produccd by this cataftrophe fome charcoal,
which remained from the burning of the
wood-yard ; and the urgent neceflities of

" mnfatiable war compelled us alfo to take away
thefe wrecks of the devaftation of which we
had been the caufe.

Since the firft deftru®ion of the convent
the
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the monks had made their dwellings in the
lateral gallery of the church, if dwellings
they might be called, which were only
wretched huts, fet up under thofc fplendid
porches ; it was mifery in the very palace of
pride.

The fathers had fled ; we only found the
brothers, clothed in rags, who had fcarcely
recovered from the fright and agony which
they had experienced the night before. To
have a full idea of the life, the charaéer,
and means of fubfiftence of tflg_fc_:__rp_p_qks, the
rcader fhould confult the excellent memoir
which General Andreoffi has given con-
cerning the natron lakes, in which he has
introduced an account of the convents of El-
Baramous, Saint Ephraim, and_Saint Ma-
cairc. This exa@ and judicious writer has
there defcribed the poverty of thefe monks,
their continual ftate of warfare with the

Vor. II. B Arabs,
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Arabs, the mifery of their life, and the moral
caufes which render it fupportable to them,
and which perpetuate thefe eftablifhments.
Whilft we were halting I made a draw-
ing of this convent (Sec Plate XVII. Fig. 1.)
which will give an idea of the fituation of
thefe eftablithments on the edge of the de-
fert, but commanding a view of the rich
country, watered by the canal of Abu-Afii,
and of the architecturc of thefe edifices of

e ——

the fourth century, and confequently two
thoufand ycar; pofterior to the grand monu-
ments of high Egyptian antiquity. The
gravity of ftyle here difplayed, the cornices,
and the gates, arc abfolutely the fame as the
primitive architeCturc; the general outline
1s good, exceptiné; fome deficiencies in the
choir, in which may be obferved the decay
of tafte. We encamped in the evening at

Bonnafle Bura.

The
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'The next day we returned along the Nile,
and crofied the ficld of battle, in which, dur-
ing the laft war between the Turks and the
Mamclukes, Aflan-Bafha was beaten by Mu-
rad-Bey, where the latter, with five thou-
fand Mamelukes, overthrew, and routed
cighteen thoufand Turks and three thoufand
Mamelukes.© Malem-Jacob, a Copt, who
accompanied us as our fteward, was a fpec-
tator of this battle and had taken a fhare in
it, and he cxplained to us all the particu-
lars. He thewed us with what fuperiority
of talent Murad had gained his advantage
and profited by it; the fame Murfd-Bey
would now foam with anger, at being
obliged to repafs the fame field of battle, fly-
ing before fifteen hundred infantry. As we
were converfing on the viciffitudes of for-
tunc, drawn on by the eagernefs of talk,
we had very imprudently, as was our ufial

B2 cuftom,
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cuftom, got half a lcague before the army.
I faid in jeft to Defaix, that it would be very
ridiculous to have it told in hiftory, that he
had loft his head in a rencounter with haif
a dozcg_Mamc]ukcs, and that for my part I
thould be inconfolable to leave mine behind
a buth, where it would be forgotten. At
this time we were pafling out ot Minchia ;
the adjutant Clement came to inform the
General that there were Mamclukes in the
village, and indeed we prefently faw firft
two, then {ix, then ten, and afterwards four
more, and two behind, along with their bag-
gage - they foon obferved us; 1if we retreated
we thould have been carried off) as the coun-
try was enclofed ; Defaix, therctore, put a
good facc on the matter, and appcarcd to be
making his arrangements ; he had four {ufi-
leers whom he placed alternately on cach
fide, to encreafe the appearance of our force :

Wwe
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we got fome ditches between us and the
encmy, we gained time, and at. laft our ad-
vanced guard came up, and they retired.
We were told that Murad was waiting for
us at Girgeh; we heard loud cries, and faw
clouds of duft afcend.  Defaix thought that
at laft he was going to obtainlthc battle
which he had been fecking fo painfully for
the laft fortnight ; I was difpatched to haften
the infantry up.  Whilc galloping along, 1
juft pereeived an ancient embankment on the
edge of the Nile, and ﬂ@gﬂg{&s de-
fcending into two batons—were they the
ruins of’ i’tgl_g_.’l}itis? A canon was fired as a
fignal to the Cavziir)r, who were at a league
aiftance, to rejoin us, and in half an hour we
were ready cither for attack or defence. We
marched in order of battle up to the Tpot
where the greateft number had colleéted,
but they difperfed; the Mamelukes them-

B3 felves
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felves difappeared, and we arrived at Girgeh,
without being able to come up with the
encmy.

Here the pitilefs reader, fitting quictly at
his table with his map betore him, will fay
to the poor, hungry, haraffed traveller, cx-
pofed to all the trouble of war: <1 fee nn
account of ¢ Aphceoditopolis, Crocodilopalis,
«¢ Ptolemais—what 1s become of all thefe
“ towns ! What had you to do there, if you
¢ could not give any account of them ? had
¢ you not a horfc to carry you, an army tc
¢ protect you, and an interpreter to anfwer
« all your qucftions—and have I not relied
“ upon you to give me fome information on
all thefc fubje&ts?” But, kind rcader,
pleafc to recollect, that we are furrounded
with Arabs and Mamclukes, and that, in all
probability, I fhould bc made prifoner, pil-
laged, and very likely killed, if I had thought

proper
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proper to venture only a hundred paces from
the column to fetch fome of the bricks of
Aphroditopolis. The ecmbanked quay, which
I faw in galloping to Minchia, was Ptolc-

—

mais, and no other rcmains of this town
exift,

A little more patience, and we fhall go
and, turn over a foil entirely new to the
curious travelles, to fee the places which
Hcrodotus himfelf has c¢nly deferibed from
the lying reports which were given to him,
and which modern travellers have only been
able to draw and meafure, furrounded by
every caufe of anxicty, without daring to
lofc fight of the river, plundered on every
pretence by the reis, by their interpreter,
by cvery fheik, baftha, and kiachef, into
whofc hands they might happen to fall;
abandoncd by fome of their fervants, pillaged
by others, fufpected of {orcery, tormented

B on
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on account of treafures which they were
fuppofed to have found, or to be in quett of,
obliged, in taking drawings, to havc an eye
on thc attendants that furrounded them,
who were ready to deftroy the fruits of their
labours, if not to make an attcmpt on their
perfons ; thefe travellers, under fuch circum-
ﬂcanc;s, canpot be blamed in tranfmiting
very imperfe@ accounts of countrics fo ca-
rious, but at the fame time fo dangerous to
vifit.

Thanks to the obftinate perfeverance of
the brave Murad-Bey, who will ftill try the
chance of war, while the reft of Egypt is in
our pofleflion, we fhall contrive to purfuc
him, and this will lead us at laft into the
Isromifed land, from which my harveft will
be feaped.

- Girgeh, where we arrived two hours after
noon, is the capital of Upper Egypt: it 1s

a modern
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a modern town that contains nothing re-
markable : it is as large as Minyeh and Mec-
laui, but lefs than Siut, and lefs beautiful
than cither. The name of Girgeh, or Dijer-
geh, 1s derived from a large mclxlzz{lsry built
previoufly to the town, and dedicated to St.
George, which is pronounced Girgeh in the
1a;;;ge of the country. The convent ftill
exifts, and we found in it European monks.
The Nile razes the walls of Girgeh, and is
conftantly wafhing away a part of them;
and it would require a confiderable expence
to make here but an indifferent harbour for
boats This town 1is thercfore intcrefting
only as being fituated half way between
Cairo and Syene, and mn a vcgyﬁ__gic_:l} Erri-
tory. We found here all kinds of provifions,
at a very low price ; bread was one fous the
pound ; twcly—(:-_sggs, two fous; two pigeons,

three fous; a goofe weighing fifteen pounds,

we
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we got at twelve fous:—could this be pover-
ty? Such too was the abundance of thefe
articles, that after morc than five thoufand
of us had rcn}ained here three weeks, and
had cncrc.a{cd thc confumption, and fcat-
tered out money, no rife in the demand
for thefe neceflaries had taken place.
However, our boats did not arrive; we
were in want of fthocs and of bifcuit; the
army thcrefore went into regular quarters
here, fet up ovens, and prepargd a barrack
to ftation five hundred men; and during
this time of reft for us all, I experienced in
my own cafe the great advantage of ftrength-
cnirlg__glx cze-ﬁght, which had become fo
indifferent as to threaten ferious inconve-
nience. I had, indecd, no remedy with me;
but'i found a pot—_gt: honey, and a jar of
vinegar, in the houfe of the fheik in which

1 lodged, which did me great fervice, for I
7 cat
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eat abundantly of the former, and cooled the
heat of my blood with the latter, which I

drank largely, mixed with water and fugar.

On the 3d of January we learnt that the
peafants, feduced by the Mamelukes, were
colle@ing in order to attack usin the rear,
whilft they were promifed that we fhould be
aflaulted at the fame time in front. They
had but a month ago plundered a caravan
of two hundied merchants, who were com-
ing from India by the Red Sea, Coflcir, and
Koufs; they therctore gave themfelves great
credit for their courage: forty of the neigh-

bouring villages had affembled fix or feven

thoufand men, but our cavalry charged them,
fabred ten or twelve hundred of them, and
put an end to their proje&.

We found at Girgeh a Nubian_prince, a
brother to the king of Dgrfur: he was re-
turning from India, and was going to rejoin

another
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another of his brothers, who was accompa-
| nying another caravan of Nubians of Sennar,
with_as many women. He was bringing
to Cairo elephants’ teeth and_gold-duft, to
barter againft coffce, fugar, fhawls, cloth,
lead, iron, fenna, and tamarinds. We had
a long converfation with this young prince,
who was lively, gay, impetuous, and clever,
all of which were fhewn in his phyfiognomy :
his colour was deeper than bronze, his eyes
very fine and well fet, his nofe fomewhat
turnced up and fmall, his mouth very wide
but not flat, and his 1@&5, like thﬁfc of all
the Africans, bowed and lank. ¥c told us
that his brother was an ally of the king of
Burnu, and traded with him, and that he
was always at war with the people of Sen-
nar. Hc likewife informed us, that it was
fortz_dgls Jjourney from Darfur to Siut, dur-
ing which time water was only to be met
with
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with once a week, either in the wells or in
croffing the ogfis.  The profits of thefe cara-
vans ought to be cnormous to repay the ex-
penfe and trouble of fitting them out, and
to indemnify them for their very great fa-
tigues. When their female flaves were not
taken in war, they coft them onc _it_}gj_ﬁ_'gr-
ent_gun, and the men flaves two. He told
us, that it was very cold in his country at a
certain time of the year, and having no ‘word
to cxpféfs to us ice, he faid, that they eat a
great deal of a fubftance which was hard
when taken in the hands, and which flipped
through the fingers when it was held there
for fome time. We enquired of him of
Tombuctoo, this celebrated city, the ex-
iftence of which is fo problematical in Eu-
rope. He was not furprifed at our quef-
tiops. From his account. Tombuctoo was at
the fouth-weft of his country, and its inha-

bitants
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bitants came to trade with him: they were
fix months on their journey from Tombuctoo
“to Darfur, and purchafed the various articles
which he brought from Cairo, for which
they exchanged gold duft. He added, that
this country was called in their language
the paradife; that the town of Tombuctoo
was fituated on the banks of a river, which
flowed towards the weft, and that the i__qha-
bita_n_ts were fmall of ftature, and mild in
difpofition. We rcgretted much that we

could not enjoy more time with this in-
terefting traveller, but we could not indif-
creetly urge him with queftions, though he
feemed to be perfectly well inclined to tell us
what he knew, having nothing of the Muf-
fulman gravity and taciturnity, and exprefs-
ing himfelf with cafe and energy. He told
us, befides, that in his country the fucgef-

fion of the royal family was eledjye; that
the
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the military and civil chiefs, after the death

of a king, chofc, out of his fons, him whom
they thought moft worthy to fucceed to the
throne ;' and that hitherto there had been
no example of a civil war being produced
by this cuftom.

All that I have been relating is, word for
word, an authentic copy of the converfation
which we had with this foreign prince. He
added, that we had an :infinite number of
things to furnifh Africa with, and that we
fhould find them very willing to trade with
us, without injux(ﬁg, the commerce which
they kept up with each other; that we fhould
attach them to our interefts by all their wants,
and by the cxportation of the fuperfluity of
our productions ; that the trade with India,

inlike meafure, might be carried on through
Meqca, taking this towp or that of Coffeir as
a common entrepit, inthe fame way ag Aleppo

is
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is for the Muffulman ftates, notwithftand-
ing the length of march required on each fide

to arrive at the common point of contad.
We werec now waiting every day for the
barks which were to follow our march, on
board of which were our provifions, ammu-
nition, and the clothing of our troops. The
wind, contrary to what generally prevails at
this feafon, had been uniformly favourable
for the arrival of the barks, and yet they were
not come. We had difpatched feveral cx-
prefles to gain fome tidings of them; but
the firft that we fent had pcrifhcd‘in paffing
‘through the revolted villages, and the others
did not appear, fo that we werc compelled
to lofe our moft favourable fcafon in inac-
tion. The country even might begin to think |
that we feared to meet the Mamelukes, and
this opinion would difaffe& the peafants to-
wards us: indeed they already refufed to
pay
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pay the miri, alledging as a reafon, that there

e e
o

the gonqueror.
On the 9th of January, the tenth day

of our arrival, General Defaix determined to
‘fend his cavalry to Siut, to know abfolutzly
what was become of his maritime convoy-
We had previoutly fent from Girgeh a bat-
talion to Bardis, in queft of provifion; the
officer who comx'nandcd it informed us, on
the cvening of the ninth, that the Mame-
lukes had given out that on the eleventh they
wd}xld march from Hau, to reach us on the
next day; and that they were abfolutely
determined to give us battle. This news
was confirmed from every quarter ; although
Defaix was not convinced that the great ob-
ject of our wifhes was at hand, he had ad-
ditignal rcafon to complain of our flotilla,
which by depriving us of the affiftance of

Vor. IL C our
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our cavalry, would prevent us from mak-

ing advantage of our victory, in cafe we
gained one; for infantry alone can peyegr do
more with the Mame ccept of

battle, not being able to compel them to it,
or oblige them to continue it longer than’
they think proper.

Another peft with which we were much
harafled, was a perpetual theft, which was
contrived by the offenders in fuch a manner,
that no rigour of military executic 1 could
protect our arms or our horfes.  Every night
the inhabitants ftolc into our camp like rats,
and lurking about, they generally found an
opportunity to feize fome asticle of plunder,
and carry it away with them. Some of the

“robbers had been caught in the very fa&,
and facrificed to the rage of the foldiers on
guard ; it was hoped that this rigour would

prove a falutary example ;- the guard was
doubled,
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doubled, and yet on the fame day two of
the artillery forges were taken off’; but the
robbers were apprehended and fhot imme-
diately. In the night which followed this
execution, the horfes of the aid-de-camp of
the general of cavalry were ftolen : the gene-
ral laid a wager that they would not touch
any of his property, but the next day his
horfe alfo difappeared, and the plunderers

had pulled down part of a wall in order to
furprize the gencral himfclf, which failed
only on account of dav-light coming before
tl:tzy were prepared.

On the_10th we lcarnt that Murad-Bey
had invited the Arab fhieks of the villages
which had fubmitted to us to rendezvous at
Girgeh, and march againft us. On the 12th;
the day in which we were to have been at-
tacked, feveral of thefe thicks fent us a let-
ter, informing us that they remained faithful

Cz2 to
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to their treaty, and denounced to us thofe
who had promifed to march _to join Murad ;
but the encounter which they had had with
our cavalry difconcerted their plaris.

The 1ky was cloudy on the 11th, and we
fuffered from_it as if it were a tharp winter’s
day, though it would have been reckoned in
Europe fine April weather, fo much is the
abfence of a blefling confidercd as a pofitive
evil!  On this day, however, which we
complained of fo much,. I faw a vine-ftalk
as green as in the month of July; thg_lg_@ygs
in this country only harden, become red,
and dry, whilft the end of the branch perpe-
tually renews its verdure; the creeping peas
do the fame, their ftalk becomes woody :
‘and I have feen fome that were forty feet
hig!l, and had climbed to the tops of tregs.

We learncd alfo that there had arrived
from Mecca, by the way of Cofleir, an in-

_ numerable
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numcrable troop of foot foldiers to join
Murad-Bey, and that they were on their
march to attack us,

On the 13th we were informed that our
cavalry had fallen in with a number of the
enemy at Menthicth, had put to the fword a
thoufand of thefc deluded people, and had
purfucd their march. This was ccrtainly'
not a leflon of fraternization; but our pofi-
tion, perhaps, rendered an act _o_f\fc&c_:!_l_tj

neceflary : this province, which had always

the reputation of becing very turbulent, and
very formidable, required to be taught that
they could not brave us with impunity; it
was, befides, our policy to conceal from them,
that our means were fmall, and our refources
difperfed ; and to give them the impreffior
of our being as vindi&tive when provoked, as
mild when treated with refpeét ; and that
we thould punith feverely thofe who were

C 3 difpofcd



as TRAVELS IN EGYPT.

difpofed to doubt that all we did was finally
for their own good.

We prepared to march as foon as our ca-
valry returned, whether our flotilla was to
come at laft, or whether we thould be obliged
to give it up; for by remaining here we did
but encreafe the evils of our fituation, and
thofe which we were obliged to make the
inhabitants fuffer in keeping up this con-
f?ant ftatc of war, uncertainty, and diforga-
nization.

Still no tidings of our cavalry on the 14th.
We amufed ourfelves with hearing Arabign’
tales, in order to kill time, and relieve our

impatience. The Arabs relate flories fo

flowly, that our interpreters could follow
them almoft without interrupting the nar-
rative. They retain the fame paffion for
thefe -tales as we have long been familiar
with in the thoufand and one tales of the

fultana
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fultana Scherafade; and in this refpe&,
Defaix and myfelf almoft equalled the ful-
tan; his prodigious memory loft fcarcely a
fingle phrafe of what he had heard;: and I
forbore to write them down, as he promifed
to repeat them to me from memory, word
for word. I obferved, however, that if thefe
relations were not rich in natural images
and juft fentiment (a merit which feems to
belong exclufively to the writers of the
north), they abound in extraordinary events
and interefting fituations, occafioned by high
and ftrong paflions: thefe writers make
abundant ufe of all the machinery of caftles,
ron grates, ﬂpoifons, daggcrs, rapes, night

adventures, miftakes, treachery; in fthort,
all that can embroil a narration, and appear
to render the denouement impoflible, and );ct
the ftory always finifhes very naturally in

the cleareft and moft fatisfaory manner.
C4 This
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This 1s the merit of the inventor, and to
this the narrator adds that of precifion and
declamation, which are in high efteem with
the audience ; and thus it happens that the
fame ftory is told by feveral rclators fuccef-
fiyely with equal intereft and fuccefs ; one
giving in a better ftyle of declamation the
pathetic and amorous part ; another throw-
ing in more intereft in the battle fcencs and
thofe of horror ; and a third humouring the
laughable events; in fhort, it is their thea-

trical entertainment; and as we go to a play

the firft time for the piece, and afterwards
for particular ators; fo with the Arabs
thefe repeated reprefentations do not fatigue
the auditors. Thefc tales arc followed with
difcuffions ; the parts which have cxcited
applaufe are criticifed, and thus the talents
of the performers arc brought to greater per-
fection ; and all thofe who have acquired a

high
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bigh pitch of excellence in this art are in
great cftimation, as they contribute to the
happinefs of a wholc family or even a horde.
The Arabs have alfo their poets, even their
improvifatorcs, who exhibit at great feafts,
and they appear to be enchantcd with them.
I bave heard them, but when their fongs are
not nurrative, they doubtlefs lofe much by
being tranflated ; they fecemed to me to be
only concetti, or a very infipid play upon
words: thefe poets too have very fingular
manners, and particular tricks or geftures,
which diftinguifh them indeed from others,
but give an appearancee of infapity that in-
{pired me with pity and repugnance; which
was not the cafc with the narrators of the
tales, who appear to have much more talent

and nature. ‘
Our delays ought to have diftreffed me
lefs than others, fince it gave me time to
allay
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the inflamatien of iy eyes; ‘but I'partook of
the impatience of -Defaix,” who depended
on the refources which our convoy had on
bodrd, the abfence of which paralyfed all
his operations in every quarter, and left him
in.a diftrefling ftate of inaction, Happily
we had few fick and wounded, for the phy-
ficians, who were without remedies, could
only look on, ta tell them what fhould have
been done for them, and cov'' adminifter
nothing : however, we eftablithed ¢ ofvi*"’,
ovens, aﬁd a magazine, and we he a barrack
fufficiently well fortified to be defended
againft apy infurrcCtion or attack of the
peafants, and to hold in fecurity three
hundred men, in this little inlet of a poft on
the Nile. -

"Not Rnowing well what to do for my in-
flamed cycs, I went to the baths of the

town, and found much cafc from this re-
medy,
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medy. I thall here refer my reader to the
clegant defcription given of thefe Egyptian
baths by Savary, whofe rich imagination has
fet before his readers a very lively pi¢ture of
the pleafurc which they afford, and the vo-
luptuous gratification which they are capable
of procuring. I took a drawing of the bath
which I ufed.  (Sec plate XVL)

The morning of the 15tk was cold enough
to make one wifh for a fire, but it was ra-
ther the chillnefs of a raw morning in
May, for on putting my head out of my
window, I faw the birds alive and aéive,
and bufy in making their nefts: in the
evening of this day it thundercd, a very rare
occurrence in this country, which happens
hardly oftencr than once in a generation,
by a concourfe of circumftances perhaps not
difficult of explanation. The north wind,.
which is the moft conftant of all thofe that

prevail
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prevail in this part of the world, brings from
the fea the clouds of a colder region, rolls
them along through the valley of Egypt,
where a burning fun rarefies them and re-
duces them to vapour; when this vapour is
driven into Abyflinia, the fouth wind, which
croffes the lofty and cold mountains®of this
country, fomctimes brings back a few fcat-
tered clouds, which, as they cxperience but
little change of temperature when rcturn-
ing over thc humid valley of the Nile in
flood-time, remain condenfed, and at times
produce, without thunder or tempeft, {mall
hafty fhowers. But, as t_he eaft and weft
winds, which are in gencral thc parents ot
ftorms, both crofs burning deferts, which
cither abforb the clouds or raife the vapour
to fuch a hecight as to be able to pafs over
the narrow valley of Upper Egypt, without

being able to undergo detonation by the
operation
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operation of the waters of the river, the phe-
nomenon of thunder becomes fo rare an
occurrence to the inhabitants of this coun-
try, that cven the thinking people who refide
here do not attempt to aflign to it a phyfical
caufe. General Defaix having queftioned a
perfon in the law in this place on the caufe
of thunder, he replied, with the perfect con-
fidence of convittion: ¢ We know very
“ well that it is an_:ﬂscl, but fo fmall in fta-
““ ture that he cannot be perccived in the
‘“air; he has however the power of con-
 ducting the clouds of the Meditcrranean
“into Abyflinia, and when the wickednefs

“ of men is at its height, he makes his voice

¢ heard, which 1s a voice of menace and re-
« proach ; and as a proof that he - has alfo
¢ the difpofal of punifhment, he opens a:
« little way the gate of heaven, whence darts
‘“ out the lightning; but as the clemency

1 “ of
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“ of Ged is infinite, never is his wrath carried
“ further in Upper Egypt.”

It was a matter of furprize to us to hear
2 fenfible-looking man, with a vencrable
white beard, relate fuch a puerile tale.
Defaix withed to explain to him in another
manner this phenomenon, but the old man
thought it fo inferior to his own, that he even
did not take the trouble to'liften to it. It
had by this time rained all night, which ren-
dered the ftreets muddy, flippery, and hardly
paﬁhblc. Here finifhes the hiftory of our
winter, which I thall not again have occafion
to_mention.

We had now fet up ovens after the man-
uer of the country, and baked bifcuit for
ourfclves. The Egyptians manage their
ovens with great {kill and addrefs; for, in-
dividually, they are dexterous and inguftri-
ous, and as they have fcarcely more tools to

work
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work with than any favage, it is furprifing
how much they do with their fingers, the
inftruments to which they are commonly
reduced; and with their feet, with which
they affift their hands wonderfully. As
workmen they have one great recommend-
ation, which is, that they are patient and
unaffuming, and ready to repeat their work
till it is done to your mind. I know not
whether they can be made brave; but we
ought not to fee, without fome apprehenfion,
the qualities of good foldiers which they
already cxhibit ; they are eminently fober, as
active on their legs as couriers, centaurs on
horfeback, and tritons in fwimming ; and yét

fom:_t_houfand French exercife abfolute em-

pire over feveral _millions of fuch men, pof-
feffing fuch formidable qualities of body; fo
ftrongly imprefled on the mind of fome per-
fons is the habit of obedience, as that of

3 - command
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command is on others, and this ftate con-
tinues till onc party flumber over their abufe
of power, whilft the others at laft awake at
the noife of their chains.

On the 18th of J;nuary our cavalry re-
turned; they Brought us the welcome ncwy
of the arrival of our barks, and gave us the
particulars of a battle which they had fought
with feveral Mamelukes and their allics, who
had fprcad the intelligence that they had
forced our pofition and defeated us, an_d that
our cavalry werc the wrecks of the French
army, who wecrc endeavouring to make
good their return to Cairo. Two thoufand
Arabs on horfeback, and five or fix thoufand
peafants on foot, had intended to cut off our
cavalry, and for this purpofe had advanced
beyond Tata to meet them : when our troops
difcovered them they began to form; but
the enemy fuppofing that our cavalry would

' decline
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decline the combat, had charged with their
accuftomed diforder, that is to fay, with fome
of the boldeft in front, and the reft in the
middle, all ftriking and never parrying: but
at the fecond difcharge, the enemy, afto-
nithed to receive from cavalry a fire as well
kept up as that of a battalion, began to give
way, and having loft forty of their men,
with about a hundred wounded, they had.
difperfed in diffcrent directions, deferting
their poor infantry, who as ufual had been
fabred, and would have been entirely deftroy-
ed, if night had not affifted their efcape.
On the 20th our long expected boats ar-
rived, and the fupplies which they brought
with them, and above all the mufic of one
of our demi-brigades playing favourite
French airs, gave us all fuch a furprifing
fenfation of delight at Girgeh, that we for-
got all the fretting impatience under which
Vo 1L D L e
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we had of late fo much fuffered. Alas, it
was the fong of the menaced fwan! but let
us not anticipate cvents; in war time, above
all, the prefent moment muft be enjoyed,
fince no one can command the fucceeding.

On the 211t the advance-money and the
brandy with which we were now fupplied,
gave a new pleafure to the life of the foldier,
who, already tired of eating his fix eggs for
a fous, fet out with joy to meet with freth
hardthips.

We had been for twenty-one days ‘tiring
ourfelves with the inaction to which ‘we had
been compelled: 1 knew that I was near
-Abidus, wherc Ofymandyas had built a tem-
ple, and where Memnon had refided. I was
conftantly urging Defaix to fend thither a
reconnoitring party as far as El-Araba, where
I daily heard there were feveral ruins; and
as often Defaix faid to me,  I'will condué

¢
N ¢ you
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“ you thither myfelf; Murad-Bey is two
« days journey from us, he will come up to
« us the day after to-morrow, and we fhall
¢ then give him battle, and when we fhall
* have beat him, we can then beftow as
« much time as you will on antiquities, and
« I will help you myfelf to meafure them.”
My good friend was certainly in the right,
and even if it were not 15, I muft have con-
tented myfelf.

At laft, on the 22nd, we quitted Girgeh
at the approach of night, and we paffed di-
re@tly oppofite to the antiquities. Defaix
dared not look me in the face: “ If I am
« killed to-morrow,” faid I to him, “my
¢ ghoft will be always haunting you, repeat-
“ ing in your ears El-Araba.” In truth, he
recolle@ed my menace, for five months after
he fent from Siut an order for a detachment

to be given me to efcort me to El-Araba.
D2 We
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We arrived before a village: it was only
the next day we learnt that it was called El-
Befera, for in the evening there was not a
fingle inhabitant left to fpeak to. For my
own part, I was not very forry to find thefe
villages empty, as it prevented me from hear-
ing the cries of the inhabitants, from whom
we were obliged to fupply our wants by
force; whereas when they were apprifed of
our coming every thing was removed, even
to the doors and window-cafes; and a vil-
lage thus ftript only two hours before, had
the appearancc of a ruin a century old.

The next day, as I was fetting out the
foremoft on the march, having the Icatt to
do, I was the firft to perceive the Mamelukes.
They advanced towards us, thewing a front
of an immenfe extent. We immcdiatcly
formed in three fquares, two of infantrjy for

our wings, and our cavalry in the centre,

flanked
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flanked with eight pieces of artillery on the
angles. In this order we marched, - taking
the route to Samanhut, a village of confider-
able elevation, below which we hoped to
take a good pofition. The Mameclukes now
dividing their force, turned us in three
points, and began to fire their pieces, and to
fet up their war cries, before we even
thought of ufing our arrillery. A body of
volunteers from Mecca were pofted in a
ravine between the village and our army,
and fired from under cover on the fquare of
our twenty-firft. Decfaix fent a detachment
of infantry to diflodge them from their
trenches, and another of cavalry to purfue
them when they were driven out of their
polt. The cavalry, which was too eager,
made the attack too foon and to difadvantag;:;
one of our men was killed, another wounded,

and the aid-de-camp Rapp, received a fabre
D3 wound,
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wound, which would have brought him to
the ground, had not a volunteer parried off
four more blows that were aimed at him:

the Mecca troop, however, were repulfed.
Chafleurs were now fent to the village to
diflodge thofe of the enemy wha had taken
poft there; the Mamelukes drew up to at-
tack our left, whilft another party threaten-
ed our right; they had at one time a favour-
able moment for charging us, but they he-
fitated, and loft an opportunity which never
again occurred. However, they continued
to prance round us, making asmoft brilliant
difplay of their glittering arms, and of their
fkill in horfemanthip, in which they exhi-
bited all the oriental {plendour; but the rigid
feverity of our northern difcipline prefented
a fpeQacle equally formidable and com-
manding; the contraft however was ftrik-
ing ; it was iron in battle array againft gold,
the
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the whole plain fparkled with polifhed arms
and accoutrements, and the picture * was
beautiful. Our artillery fired on the whole
front of the enemy at once, who made a
falfe attack en our right, in which feveral
of their men were killed. One of their
leaders ftruck with a bullet, fell down too
near us to be affifted by his own people, and
whilft his foot hung in the ftirrup, the horfe
without abandoning his rider, would not let
any one approach him; but the cupidity of
our markfmen was raifed by the gold which
glittered on the drefs of this unfortunate
chief, who was thus dragged from place to
placc by his horfe, and made to fuffer the

horrors of death in many forms. "
Another party of chaffeurs had been fent
to Samanhut, to diflodge the enemy from
that village alfo. They foon effeéted their
obje&, and Murad himfelf was one of thofe
D4 that
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that fled from this place, which was the poft
of his referve : he took the route to Farfhiut.
This movement divided the whole of the
enemy’s army. Defaix took advantage of it
to occupy the ground which they were quit-
ting, and ordered the cavalry tp charge thofe
that ftill remained on our right. In an.in-
ftant we faw them in the defert, gaining the
firft afcent of the mountain with incredible
fpeed: we thought that, when in this fa-
vourable ground they would halt, to make
head againft our cavalry, but terror and dif-
order were among their ranks, and they only
thought of colleéting together to proteét
their flight ; fome of their ftragglers were
killed and fome camcls taken, a fmall body
fled feparately on our left, the firing ceafed
at noon, and at one o'clock nonc of our ene-
mies were in fight. We dire&ed our murch
to Farfhiut, which Murad;ch had already
abandoned. ‘
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This unfortunate town had been pillaged
fome hours before by the Mamelukes. The
fheik was a defcendant of the fheiks Amman,
who were powerful fovereigns, much re-
fpected in Suid, and in the beginning of this
century had reigned with equity, and had
been able .to protect their fubjeéts from the
vexations of the Mamelukes. The prefent
theik, who had been conquered by Murad,
and was reduced to a ftate of weaknefs and
poverty, had feen with pleafure his avengers
in us, and had prepared bifcuit for our arrival;
but Murad, defeated and obliged to fly, had
{ent for this old prince before he left Farfhiut,
had loaded him with reproaches, and in his
rage had cut his head off with his own hand.
When our troops arrive thcy compleat the
pillage of the magazincs, the generale is beat
to prevent this diforder, but the whole army
was equally in fault, and muft have been

punithed ;
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punithed ; a forced march is immediately
ordgred, and to efcape the reproaches and
clamour of the inhabitants, we fet out on
our march at midnight.

The darknefs was frightful, and the cold
fevere enough to oblige us to light a fire every
time that the artillery halted. As Defaix,
his aides-de-camp, and myfelf, were ftand-
1ng under the fhelter of a wall by one of our
fires, we received a volley from fome fufi-
Jeers at the top of the wall: they were fome
of the volunteers from Mecea who ftill
hovered about us, for it was our deftiny to
meet with them every where; they were
twenty in number, and we killed ecight of
them ; the others efcaped, owing to the
darknefs of the night. Thefe volunteers,
who called themfelves noble, wore the green
torban, as defcendants of the race of Ali: “and
the vagabond chcvaliers, who lived by plan-
' dering
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dering the caravans on the fhore of Gidda,
were now urged by their noble zcal, and
tempted by the dead time of year for their
ufual occupation, to come and attack a Eu-
ropean people, whom they thought were co-
vered with gold, that would repay by an
ample booty all their toils and hazards.
Armed with threc javelins, a pike, a dag-
ger, a brace of piftols, and a carabine, they
attack with boldnefs, refift with obftinacy;
and though mortally wounded, feem afto-
nifhingly tepacious of life; for in this laft

rencounter [ faw one of them ftll {trike at

and wound two of our men, whilft they
were holding him nailed againft a wall
with their bayonets.

We arrived at Haw an hour before fun-
rife.  The Mamelukes had juft left it ; one
party of .the beys had entered the defert
with their camels, to arrive at Efneh by this

' route
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route in a day and a half, the reft had fol-
lowed the courfe of the Nile, which requires
a journcy of fix days.

Haw, or the ancient Diofpolis Parva-is in
a fine military fituation ; it poflefles no re-
mains of antiquity.

Here we halted during the day, and fet
out an hour before night, which as we knew
by the cxperience of yefterday would be
dark,and attcnded with danger for the march
of our artiliery. But the conqueft of Egypt,
which had begun _fo_ap&iciogf‘lz by the bat-
tle of the pyramids, would have finifhed with
cqual brilliance by the buttle of Thebes, if we
could have brought our Fuabius, Murad-Bey,
to complcat acion. How many forced
marches has the remcmbrance of this battle
coft us! but Defaix was not the fpoiled child
of fortune, and his ftar was cloudy : expe-

rience could not convince him of our ina-
bility



-
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bility to purfue the cnemy with an cqual
{pccd ; he would hear nothing which could
throw a damp on his hopes. The artillery
was too cumbecrfome, t}lc infantry too flow,
the ftrong cavalry too heavy, nothing but the
light cavalry could keep pace with his cager
wifhes, and I am fure that he lamented not
being a fimple captain, that he might follow
his impetuous ardour, and charge Murad at
the head of his company. At laft we fct
out, and after being enlightened by the illu-
five fplendour of an aurora borealis, and
waiting for the moon’s rifing till half after
ten, we arrived at cleven at a large village,
the name of which I could ncsver learn, and
where, unfortunately for their reputation,
and to the great misfortunc of the inhabi-
tants, our foldiers mifbchaved. ....We leit
this place at the firft dawn of day, on the
15th of January. The tongue of cultivated

land now became more narrow on the left
bank
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bank on which we were marching, but
encreafed on the right bank in nearly the
fame proportion.

At laft we entered the defert, and we
there faw a wild beaft, which by its fize and
remarkable form we took to be a hyena.
We puthed on to overtake it, but it ran
from us as faft as we could gallop, and we
were obliged to give up the purfuit,

We were now approaching Tentyra in
our march, and here I ventured to fpeak to
Defaix of halting, but he anfwered me with
fome ill-humour: this difpleafure, however,
lafted but a moment, for {foon after, refum-
ing his natural fenfibility, he came to me, and
partaking of my love for the fine arts, he
fhewed himfelf even a warmer friend to
them than myfelf. Endowed with a truly
rare delicacy of mind, he had united a.love

of all the amiable paffions with an ardent
thirft
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thirft for glory; and to a great extent of
knowledge, which he already pofifeffed, he
added a conftant defire of encrcaﬁng’ the
ftores of his mind with all the means of in-
formation which fell in his way, fo that his
active curiofity rendered his fociety always
agreeable, and his converfation interefting,.
We arrived at Tentyra. The firit obje&
which I faw was a {fmall temple on the lcft
hand of the road, in fo bad a ftyle and pro-
portions of architecture, that at a diftance
I took it to be the ruins of a mofque. Ia
turning back to the right, I found buried
a gloomy heap of ruins a gate, built of
enormous mafles covered with hicroglyphics;
and through this gate I had a view of the
temple. . I with I could here transfufe inte
the foul of my readers the fenfation which k
experienced. I was too much loft in atto-

nithment to be capable of cool judgment;
4 all
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all that I had fecn hitherto ferved here but
to fix my adiniration. This monument
feemed to me to have the primitive charac-
ter of a temple in the higheft perfection.
Covered with ruins as it was, the fenfation
of filent refpe& which it excitpd in my piind
appeared to me a proof of its impreffive
afpe, and without being partial in favour
of the antique, I may add, that the whole
army experienced fimilar feelings.

Before entering into particulars, let us re-
fer to the different views for a general idca
of the extent and plan of this edifice, its
prefent ftate,and the picturefque effe¢t which
it exhibits. (Sce Plates XVIII. XIX. and
XX.) Thefe viewns will give an idca of the
fituation of the antient city of Tentyra, .
which was built on the borders of the defert,
on the loweft level of the Lybian chain, the

foot of which is wathed by the waters of the
inundation
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inundation of the Nile at the diftance of a
league from its bed.

Nothing is more fimple and better put to-
gether than the few lines which compofe
-this archite¢ture. The Egyptians, borrowing
nothing from the ftyle of other nations, have
here added no foreign ornament, no fuper-
fluity of materials: order and fimplicity are
the ;;i;::iplcs which they have followed,
and they have carrigd them to fublimity.
At this point they have ftopped, and have
attachred fo much importance to preferving
the unity of defign, that though they have
loaded the walls of thefe edifices with bas-
reliefs, infcriptions, and hiftorical and fcien-
tific reprefentations, none of thefe rich ad-
ditions interfe@s a fingle line of the general
plan, all of which are religioufly preferved
unbroken: the fumptuous, and rich deco-
rations which appear to the cye'when clofe

Vor. II. E to
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to'the byikiing, all vapiflt at s faore diftance; -
and leave full to view the grand clements
of architedural compofition, which are dic-
tated. by found reafon. It never rains in
this cliatcirall that is wanted therefore is.
a covering, of plat-bands %o gwe thade, but
beyond this; neither roof mor pelliment aré -
added,;. zhe plain-flope is-the principle of

folidity ;. “shey. have therefopr agopted thip

form for W& doubtlefs

with the.ides, that fabilityis ‘the firft im4
preflion that: srchiteure .thould give, and
ts an cflential conftituent of this art. With
thefe people, the idea of the immortality of
the Deity is prgfcntcd by the eternity of his

temple; thefe ornaments, which are always
rational, always confiftent, always fignificant,
demonftrate a fteadinefs of principle, a tafte
founded upon truth, and a deep train of rea-
foning; and if we even had not a full con~

viction
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viction of the eminent height to which they
had attained in the abftrad fciences, their
architeure alone, in the ftate in which we
now find it, would give the obferver of the
prefent day a high opinion of the antiquity
of this nation, of its cultivation, and the
impreflive gravity of its charaer.

I have already faid, that I defpair of be-
ing able to exprefs all that I felt on ftanding
under the portico of Tentyra. I felt that I
was in the fanétuary of the arts and {ciences.
How many periods prefented themfelves to
my imagination at the fight of fuch an edi-
fice! how many ages of creative ingenuity
were rcquifite to bring a nation to fuch a

degree of perfettion and fublimity in the
arts ! and how many more of oblivion to
caufe thefe mighty produions to be forgot-
ten,, and to bring back the human race to
the ftate of mature in which I now found

E 2 them
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them on this very fpot ! Never was there a
place which concentered in a narrower com-
pafs the well-marked memorial of a progref-
five lapfc of ‘ages. What unceafing power,
what riches, what abundance, what fuper-
fluity of means muft a government pofiefs
which could ere@ fuch an cdifice, and find
within itfelf artifts capable of conceiving
and executing the defign, of decorating and
cnriching it with every -thing that fpeaks
to the cye and the underftanding! Never
did the labour of man thew me the human
race in fuch a fplendid point of view: in
the ruins of Tentyra the Egpytians appeared
to mc giants.
I wifhed to take every thing on paper, but
1 could hardly venturc to begin the work ;
I felt that, not being able to raife my powers
to the hcight which was beforc my admir-
ing eyes, I fhould only thew the imperfection
of
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of the imitative art; for in no place had I
ever been furrounded with fo many obje&s
to elevate my imagination. Thefe monu-
ments, which imprinted on the mind the
refpect due to the fan&tuary of the Divinity,
were the open volumes, in which fcience was
nnfolded, morality di&ated, and thc ufeful
arts promulgated ; every thing fpoke, every
obje@ was animated with the fame mind.
The opening of the doors, the angles, the
moft private recefs, ftill prefented a leflon,
a precept of admirable harmony, and the.
lighteft ornament on the graveft feature of
thearchiteture revealed, under living images,
the abftract truths of aftronomy. Painting
added a further charm to ﬁ:m‘pturc and ar-
chite&ture, and producéd at the fame time an

agrceable richnefs, which did not injure
either the general fimplicity or the gravity
of the whole. To all appearance, painting,

E 3 n
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in Egypt, was then 6n!y‘an' auxiliary orna-
ment, and‘not a particular art: the fculp-
ture was emblematical, and, if I may fo call
it, archite@fral. Archite@ure, therefore,
was the great art, or that which was dictated
by utility, and we miy from this circum-
ftance alone infer the priority, or at leaft the
fuperior excellence of the Egyptian over the
Indian art, fince the- formet, borrowing
nothing from ‘the lattér, has become the
bafis of all that is the fubje& of admiration
in modern_art, and of what we have con-
fidered as exclufively belonging to archi-
te&ture, the tbrcc Greek orders, the doric,
ionic, and col'inthian. - We thould, there-
fore, be cautious of entertaining the falfe
idea, which 1s fo prevalent, that the Egyp-
tian archite@ure is the infancy of this art,

fince it i1s in fact the compleat type.
I was particularly ftruck with the beauty
of
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of the gate which clofed the fanctuary of
the temple; all the ornaments which ar-
chitecture has fince added to this fpcqics of
decoration, have only diminifhed the gene-
ra] ftyle. (See Plate XIX.)

I could not expe& to find any thing in
Egypt gore compleat, more perfect, than
Tentyra; I was confufed by the multipli-
city of objects, aftonithed by their novelty,
and tormented by the fcar of never again
vifiting thel@ On cafting my cyes on the
ceilings 1 had perceived zodiacs, planetary
fyftems, and celeftial planifpheres, repre-

fented in a tafteful arrangement ; the \_y_a_llsi
I had obferved to be covered with groups of
pictures exhibiting the religious rites of this

people, their labours in agriculture and the

arts, and their moral precepts 5 I faw that
the SuEremc Being, the firft caufe, was

every where depicted by the emblems of his
E 4 ) attri-



72 TRAVELS IN EGYPT.

attributes; - every thing was equally impor-
tant for my pencil, and I bad but a few
hours to examine, to rcflect on, and to
copy what it had been the labour of ages
to conccive, to put together, and to de-
corate. Our national impatience was dif-
maycd with the conftancy of applicgtion ex-
hibited by the people who had "executed
thefe monuments ; throughout was thewn
equal carc, and equal affiduity, which would
make one believe that thefd@pdifices were
not t_hc works _.of their kings, but that they
were conftructed at the expence of the na-
tion, under the direction of colleges of priefts,
and by artifts whofe labours were circum-
fcribed by invariable rules. A feries of years
might, indced, have brought the arts to a-
higher degrec of perfection in fome particu-
lars ; but each temple is fo equally finifhed
in all its parts, that they appear all to have

been
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been executed by the fame hand ; no one
portion is better or worfe than any other;
there appears neither negligence nor the bold
ftrokes of a more exalted genius, uniformity
and harmony prevail throughout. The art
of fculpture, here made fubfervient and at-
tached to that of architeture, appears to
have been circumfcribed in principle, in
mcthod, and in ftyle of execution ; a fingle
figure cxprefles nothing, when taken out of
its cxact ftayygn in the group in which it is
a part ; the fculptor had his defign chalked
out for him, and could not introduce any
deviation which might alter the true mean-
ing that it was intended to convey: it was
with thefe figures as with the cards that we
ufe for our games, the imperfection of de-
fign is overlooked, that no obftacle may
arife in inftantly diftinguifhing the value of
cach. The perfection given by the Egyp-

tians
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tians-to the reprefentations of their animals,
proves that they were not without an idea
of that bold ftyle which exprefles much cha-
racter in a few lines, and their execution
tended to the grave, and to ideal perfection,
as we have already remarked in the inftance
of the fphinx.

As to the character of the human figure,
as they borrowed nothing from other na-
tions, thcy could only copy from their own,
which is rather delicate than fine. The
femalc forms, however, refemble the figure
of beautiful women of the prefent day, round
and voluptuous, a fmall nofe, the eyes long,
half fhut, and turncd up at the outer angle,
like thofe of all perfons whofe fight is habi-
tually fatigued by the burning heat of the
fun, or the dazzling white of fnow; the
<heeks round and rather thick, the lips
pouting, thc mouth large, but cheerful and

{miling ;
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fmiling ; in fhort, the African charactet,
of which the negro is the exaggerated pic«

ture, though perhaps the original type.

The hicrog’lthics, which are executed
in three different manners, are alfo of three
fpecies, and may take their date from as

a—
many diftinct periods. From the examina-
tion of the different edifices which have
fallen under my eye, I imagine that the
moft ancient of thefe characters are only

fimple “outlines cut_in without relief, and

very deep ; the next in age, and which pro
duce the leaft effect, are fimply in a very
fhallow relief; and the third, which feem
to belong to a more imi)rov;:d age, and are
exccuted at Tentyra more perfectly than in
any other part of Egypt, arc in relicf below
the level of the outline. By the fide of the
figures which compofe thefe tabular pieces
of fculpture, there are fmall hieroglyphics,
1 which
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which “appear to be only the explanation of
the fubjﬁﬁ at largc, and in which the forms
are 1uch ﬁ;npuﬁcd fo as to give a more
.rapxd mode of infcription, or a kind of fhort-
Iumd if we may apply the term to fculpture.
A fourth kind of hieroglyphics appears to
be devoted fimply to ornament : we have
improperly termed it, 1 know not why, the
arabefque. It was adopted by the Greeks,
and in the age of Auguftus was introduced
among the Romans; and in the fifteenth
century, during the reftoration of the arts,
it was tranfmitted by them to us as a fan-
taftic decoration, the peculiar tafte of which
formed all its merit. Among the Egyptians,
who employed thefe ornaments with equal
tafte, every object had a mcaning ora moral,
and at the fame time formed the decoration
of the friezcs, the cornices, and the fur-baﬁ,-
ments of their architecture; as an cxamplc

of which, fec Fig. 1. Plate XL.
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I have difcovered at Tentyra the repre-
fentations of the periftyles of temples in
caryatides, which are executed in painting
at the baths of Titus, and have been copied
by Raphael, and which we conftantly ape
in our rooms, without fufpecting that the
Egyptians have given us the firft models of
them.

With my pencil in my hand, I pafled from
object to objedt, diftracted from one by the
inviting appearance of the next ; conftantly
attrated to new fubjecls, and again torn
from them, I wanted eyes, hands, and in-
telligehce vaft enough to fee, copy, and re-
duce to fome order, the multitude of ftrik-
ing images which prefented themfelves be-
fore me. I was athamed at reprefenting fuch
fublime objes by fuch imperfe@ defigns,
but I wifhed to preferve fome memorial of
the fenfations which I here experienced, and

I feared
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I feared that Tentyra would efcape from me
for ever; fo that my regret equalled my
prefent enjoyment. I had juft difcovered,
in a fmall apartment, a celeftial planifphere,
when the laft rays of day-ligrht made me per-
ceive that | was alone here, along with my
kind and obliging friend General Beliard,
who, after having fatisfied his own curiofity,

would not lcave me unproteted in fo defert-

ed a fpot.
We galloped on, and regained our divifion,

which was already at Dindera, three quarters
of aleaguc off Tentyra, wherc we flept.
Every foldier, every officer, without giving
or rcceiving orders, had turned afide from
the route, and haftened to Tentyra; and the
army had of their own accord remained there
the reft of the day—a day of fuch pleafure,
as to reward mc for every danger incurred

to obtain fuch a gratificatjon.
In
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In the evening, Latournerie, an officer of
brilliant courage, and of a rcﬁnc@ and delicate
tafte, faid to me: ¢ Since I have been in
« Egypt deceived in all my expeétations, I
« have been conftantly heavy and melan-
‘¢ choly, but Tentyra has cured me; what I
¢ have fcen this day has repaid me for all
“my fatigues; whatever happens to me in
“ the event of this expedition, I fhall all
“ my life congratulate myfelf at having em-
‘¢ barked in 1t, to have obtained the remem«
‘ brance of this day, which I fhall preferve
*¢ all the reft of my exiftence.”

CHAP-
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CHAPTER XIL

Crocodiles in the River—Aflonifhing Fifect of
the firft Approack to Thebes—General Site
of the Monuments and the Necropolis—
Coloffal Statues of Memnon and Ofyman-
dyas—Names of eminent Vifitors infcrib-
ed—Palace at Medinet- Abu—=Singular Ta-
marifk Tree—Sudden Contrallion of the
Nile—Beautiful Portico at Efieh or La-
topolis—Hieraconpolis—Etfu—Firff View
of Apollinopolis Magna—Haraffing March
through the Defert——Village of Binban, and
affelting Incident.

E quitted Dindcra on the 26th of
January, continuing our route fouth-
wards, following the direion of the Nile,
in a courfe oppofite to its current. The
country
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eountry now cxhibited a new fcenery to our
eyes: we faw palm-trees much larger than
any which we had hitherto met with, gi-
gantic tamaritks, villages half a league long,
and yet the land, which had received the
bencfit of the inundation, remained uncul-
tivated. Could it be that the inhabitants
chofe to grow no more than was fufficient
for their own confumption, and thus deprive
their tyrants of the profit of their {uperfluity ?
In the afternoon, as Defaix and myfelf were
talking about crocodiles, being near that part
of «2}3 Nile where they were met with, and
oppofite feveral low fand iflands, their fa-
vourite refort, we faw fomething long and
brown lying among a number of ducks; it
was a crocodile afleep; he appeared about,
fifteen or eighteen fect long. We fired on
him: and he gently _g_r_x_(:gc:_d the water, but

fome minutes after came out agﬁin; a fe-

- e o MG

Voxj; n ~ F cond
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cond fhot made him again plunge in, but
he again returned to the ifland ; his belly
appeared much larger than that of animals
of the fame fpecies, which I have feen
ftuffed.

We learned that one party of the Mame-
hukes had paffed along the right bank of the
river, and that the other comtinued their
route to Efnch and Syenc. Defaix ordered
the cavalry to fct out at midnight to en-
deavour to come up with thefe latter.

We fet out on the 27th, at two in the
morning: at eight we found a dead croco-
dilc on the fhore of the river; it was ftil}
freth; the length was eight feet: the upper
jaw, which is the enly one that has any mo-
tion, feems to clofe but indifferently Wit'h
the under, but the throat fupplies the defici-
ency, for it hahgs as loofe as a purfe, and its

elafticity performs the office of a tongue, of
' which
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which this animal is entirely deftitute; the
noftrils and ears fhut like the ear-holes of a
f:x.&, and its fmall clofe-fet eyes add much to
the frightfulnefs of its general appearance.

At nine o'clock, in making a fharp turn
round the point of a projedting chain of
mountains, we difcovered all at once the fite
of the ancient Thebes in its whole extent:
this celebrated city, the fize of which Ho-
mer has characterized by tie fingle expreffion
of with g hundred gates, a boafting and po-

ctical phrafe, that has been_ repeated with

fo much_gopfidence for many centuries;

this illuftrious city, defcribed in a few pages
dictated to Herodotus by Egyptian priefts,
that have been fince copied by every hifto-
rian, celebrated by the number of its kings,
whofe wifdom has raifed them to the rank

of gods, by laws which have been revered
without being promulgated, by cience in-
F2 volved
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volved in pompous and enigmatical infcrips

tions, the firft monuments of ancient learn-

ing which are ftill fpared by the hand of
time; this al-andoned fan¢tuary, furrounded
with bartuc.um, and again reftored to the
defert frem which it had been drawn forth,
enveloped in the veil of myftery, and the
oi)fcurity of ages, w hereby cven its own colof~

fal monumecnts are magnificd to the imagi-

nation, ftill imprefled the mind with fuch gi-

gantic phantoms, that the wholg army, fud-
denly and with onc accord, ftood in amaze-

ment at the fight of its {cattered _guins, and

.clapped their hands with delight, as if the

end and objeét of their glorious toils, and the
complete conqueft of Egypt, were accom-
plithed and fecured by taking pofleffion -of
the fplendid remains of this ancicnt metro-
polis. Itook a view of this firft afpect of
Thebes, along with the fpectacle before me;

the
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the knecs of the enthufiaftic foldiers ferved

me as a table, their bodics as a fhade, whilf®
———— Y

the dazzling rays of the burning fun en-

CraRry

hibited the cledlric ¢:niotion of a whole army

of foldicrs, whofc delicate fenfibility made
me feel proud of being their companion, and .
glory in calling my{felf a Frenchman.

The fituation of this tewn is 2s {ine as can
well be imagined; and the immenfe extent
of its ruins convinces the fpeétator that fame
has not magnified its fize; for the diameter

of Egypt_pot being fufficient to contain it,

its monuments reft upon the two chains of

mountains which are. cantiguous, ,whilft its

tombs occupy the vallies towards the weéft,

far on into the defert.

Four large hamlcts divide amongft them
thesremains of the ancient monuments of
Lhebes, whilft the river, by the finuofity of

Fs3 its
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its courfe, feems ftill proud of flowing among
1ts ruins.
. L O Ao | ——

Soon after noon day we arrived at a de-

fert, which was the nggropolis or city of the
dead: the rock, cxcayated on its inclined

plane, prefents three fides of a {quare, with

regular openings, behind which arc doublc
and tnple gallerics, which were ufed as bu-
rying places. (Secc Plate XXI. Fig. 2.) 1
entered here on horfeback, with Defaix,
fuppoﬁng that thefe gloomy retreats could
onll__b;c’ the afylﬁum of peace and filence;
but fcarcely were we immerged in the ob-

fcurity of thefe gallerics, than we were af-

failc_&_i__vg_ij;h_jm]j.ns_gnd_ft_ggcs, by cncrmcs

whom we could not diftinguith, a and, this
‘putm;d‘ % our obfervations. We fince
i¢arnt that a confidcrable number of  people
inhabited thefe obfcure retrcats, and that
probably, from the favage habits contracted

there,
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there, they were almoft always in rebellion
with authority, and had become the terror
of the vicinity. Too much in hafte to make
a fuller acquaintance with the inhabitants,
we marched back with prccipitatio;;;;d
this tiype I only faw Thebces on the gallop.

It had been my lot to ftay for months at
Zaoych, at Benefuef and Girgeh, and to pafs
by without ftopping at the mMﬁt ob-
je&ts which I'had come to vifit. ' We arrived
prefently after at a temple, which I took to
be of the higheft antiquity, from its ruinous
appearance, its thorough antique huc, its
conftruction, which was lcfs perfect than the
reft, the extremc fimplicity of its orna-
ments, the irregularity of its outline, and ef-
pecially the coarfenefs of its feulpture. |1
took a hafty fketch of it, (as reprefented in
Prate XXII. Fig. 2.) and galloping after the
troops, who were conﬁar;tly'marching on, I

IF 4 Carrived
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arrived at a fecond edifice much more con-
fiderable, and in a better ftate.of preferva-
tion. I found in my waya ftatuc of black
g_r_a_t_l_i_t_g s Icall 1t ’granite, till it thall be de-
termined what is the nature of that ftone

which has been long denominated bafgl¢, and

which is the material of the magnificent

Egyptian lions, which are at the foot of the
flight of fteps leading to the Roman capitol.
(See Plate XXIII)

At the entrance of this temple two {quare
mounds flank an immenf{e gatc, and againft
the inncr wall are engraved in two bas-re-
licfs, the vj&orious combats of fome hero.
This piece of fculpture is in the moft irre-
gular ftyle of compofition, without perfpec-
tive, plan, or diftribution, like the firft con-
ceptions of the unimproved human mind. I
have fcen at Pompcia rudc_f_l_(_ctc_:hcs done by
Roman foldiers on the ftucco of the walls;

they
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they entirely refembled in ftyle thofe which
I am now fpeaking of, which are like the firft

attempts of a_child, before he has feen any
thing whereby to arrange his idcas. Here
the hero is gigantic, and the enemies whom
he is overthrowing are twenty-five times
{maller than himfelf; if this however could

be meant for a picce of flattery in the arts,
it was certainiy ill-contrived, fince the hero

could gain no_honour by fighting Dygmigs.

At fome pacces from this gate are the re-

mains of an cnormous coloflys; it has been
wantonly fhattercd, for the parts which are
left have fo well preferved their polifh, and
the fraurcs their cdges, that it 1s evident,
if the fpirit of devaftation in mankind had
trufted to tigl_c__ql_(_;_r_l_g to ruin this monument,
we fhould ftill fee it entire and unigjuucd.
Suffice it to fay, to give an idca of its dimen-
fions, that the breadth of the fhoulders 1s

tweaty-
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twenty-five feet, which_would give about
icventy-five for the entire height: thq_ﬁggfc
is exa& in its proportions, the ftyle middling,
but the execution perfe&; when overfet, it
fell upon its face, which hides this intcreft-
ing part; the drapery being broken, we can
no longer judge by its attributes whether it
1s the figure of a king or a divinity. Isit
the ftatuc of Memnon, or that of Ofyman-
dzg&’_—thc defcriptions hitherto given of this
monument throw more confufion than light
upon this queffion.  If it is the ftatue of
Memnon, which appears to me the more
prob;blc, every traveller for two thoufand
years muft have miftaken the object of their
curiofity, as will be feen by theinfeription
of the names on another coloffal ftatue, of

which I fhall directly fpeak.
Onc foot of this ftatue remaigs, which is
broken off and in good prefervation ; it may
3 be
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be eafily carried away, and may give thofe in
Europe a fcale of comparifon of the monu-
ments of this fpecies, and will ferve as a com-
panion to the coloffal feet which are in the
court of the_capitol at Romc;. The fpot
where this figure ftood might be cither a

temple or a palace, or both at the fame time;

for if the bas-rclief would belong more pro-
perly to a royal refidence, the figures of cight
priefts, which are in the frout of two porti-
coes in the inner part, would peculiarly in-
dicate a tcmplc; except indeed they were

introduced to rcmind the fovercign that,

conformably to the law, thc priefts ought
always to ferve apd affift in_the gxercife of
monarchical power. '

‘This ruin, which is fituated on the flope of
the mountain, and has never been inhabited
in later timc., is fo well preferved in the parts

that are fill ftanding, that it appears more
like
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like a new and unfinithed building : feveral
columns arc feen here to their very bafes,
their proportions are grand, but the ftyle,
though purer than that of the firft men-
tioned temple, is howeyer not comparable to
that of Tentyra, cither for the majefty of the
general defign, nor for the dclicacy in the
exccution of partict;l";r p‘a:ts.. It ;voﬁld have
taken fomc time and cxamination to have
madc out the plan of this temple, but the ca-
valry were galloping on, and | was obligéd
to follow them clofely, not to be ftopped for
cver in my refearches.

Our attention was arrcfted in the plain by
two large ftatucs in a fitting pofture, between
which, according to Herodotus, Strabo, and
thofe who have copicd the relation of thefe
writers, was the famous ftatue of Ofyman-
d!f.s’ the largeft of all thefe co'.flal figures.

Ofymandyas had prided himielf fo much on
s the
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the execution of this bold defign, that he
had caufed an infcription to be engraven on
the pedeftal of the ftatue, in which he defied
the power of man to deftroy this monument,
as well as that of his tomb, the pompous de<
feription of which now appears only a fan-
taftic dream. The two ftatucs fhil left
ftanding, arc doubtlefs thofe of the 5“.9.529_"
and the fon of thjs prince, mentioncd by -He-
rodotus: that of the king himfelf has dif-
appeared, the hand of time and the teeth of
envy appear g have united zcaloufly in its
deftru&ion, and nothing of it remains but a
thapelefs rock of granitc; fo that it requires
the perfevering look of the amateur, accuf-
tomed to this kind of examination, to diftin-
guith any portions of the figure which have
efcaped deftruction; and even thofe are fo
infignificant, that they can throw no light
on its dimenfions. The two ftatues ftill ex-~

iting
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Mting arc in the proportion of from fifty td
fixty-five fect in height ; they are feated with
their two hands on their knees; all that res
mains of them thews a fevenity of ftyle, and
a ftraightnes of pofition. The bas-reliefs
and the fmall figures cluftered round the feat
of the fouthernmoft of thefe ftatues, are not
without clegance and delicacy in the execu-
tion. On the leg of the ftatuc the moft to
the north, the names of the illuftrious and .
ancient travellers who came to hear the
found of the ftatue of Memuign are written
in Greek. We may here fee the great in-
fluence which celebrity exercifes over the
minds of men, fince, when the ancient Egyp-
tian government and th¢ jealoufy of the
pricfts no longer forbade ftrangers to touch
thefc monuments, the love of the marvellous
retained its empire over the minds of thofe
that cama hither as vifitors, Thus; in the
dge
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age of Adrian, which was enlightened by
philofophy, Sabina, the wife of this emperor,
and herfelf a literary woman, condefcended,
along with the learned men who accompa-
nied her, to acknowledge that the had heard
founds which no phyfical caufe could have
produced. But the vanity of infcribing one’s
name on fuch antiquities might very eafily
have produced the firft on the lit, and the
natural defire of becoming an aflociate in
this kind of. glory might have added the reft,
and this is doubtlefs the reafon of the nums
berlefs inferiptions of names which we find
here, with fo many dates, and in fo many

languages. (See Plate }QSII_LL ..
I had hardly bcg\;x; to draw thefe coloffal
~frgures, when I found that I was_left alone.
with thefe ftupendous originalsand the ideas
which thefe folitary obje&s infpired. Being
alarmed at my unprote@ed fituation, I haf-
tened
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tened to rejoin my comrades, whofe eagér
curiofity had already_led. them to'a large
temple near the village of Medinet-Abu. 1
obferved as I paffed by, that the ground about
the tomb of Ofymandyas was cultivated, and
that confequently the inundation reached as
far; fo thatalthough the bed of the Nile was
raifed, there mu& tb_rgxgx;ly have been fome

S ———

dyke to prevent the water from flooding

part of the ancient town, which, when we
crofled it, was a vaft field of grgen wheat,
promifing an abundant harveft. -

At the right, adjoining the village of Me-
dinet-Abu, at the bottom of the mountain, is
a vaft palacc, built and enlarged at different
periods. Al that I could make of it in this
my firft examination on horfeback, was, that
thc.i;;y;:_pa[t of this palace which abuts
againft the mountain, is the moft ancient in

its conftruction, and is covered with hiero-

Nre——
2 g!y EhiCs,
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glyplics, cut very decp and without any re-

lief; and that, in the fourth century, the ca-

tholic_religion converted it to facred pur-
pofes, and made a church of it, adding two
rows of pillars in the ftyle of the age, to
fupport a covercd ;'ooﬁ At the fouth of this

monument there are Egyptian apartmacnts,

with ladders and _{quarc windows, the only

building I had yct feen here which was not
atemple; and beyond this are edifices re-
built with old materials, but left unfinithed.
The firft cagernefs of curiofity being fatisfied,
Dgﬁlix led us off at full gallop, as if there
had been Mamelukes on the plain, and we
went two long leagues farther that nigh‘t,
till we got to Hermontes, where we flept,
and for my fhare I was lodged 1n a temple.
After difmounting, I profited by the fimall
remains of day-light to take a figure of Ty-
pho.n or Anubis. This was {o oftcn repeated
Vor. IL. G in
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in the temple where I took up my abode,
that I concluded that the whole was dedi-
cated to him. Hc is reprefented ftanding up,
with a belly like a pig, and btciﬁ’s fimilar
to thofz of the Egyptian_women of the pre-
fent day. Two hundred yards to the eaft of
thus-temple is.a large refervoir lined with fine
ftone, with four ladders for defcending into it.

Four hundred yards further, in the fame
dircction, arc the ruins of a church, built in

the fourth or fifth century, out of the ruins
t of the rui

of the fineft Egyptian antiguities: the nave.
was decorated with fplcndid columns of gra-
nitc, but the whole is overthrown, and no-
t?l-i:l; 1s left ftanding but a tew fragments
of the choir, and the arches of the outer en-
clofure: this deftruction is by the hand of
man, for the church was too well built not to
hayg refifted the wear of time to the prefent
day. —— ‘

At
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At night I returned to my quarters, with
my head confufed by the profufion of objeéts
which had pafled before my eyes in fo thort
a fpace of time. I feltas if I had beenin a
dream during the whole of this rich day;
and, indeed, I could have found delicious
and abundant food for curiofity for a whole
month, in feeing what I had been obliged to
pafs over in twelve hours, without too hav-
ing it in my power to devote any part of the
fugceeding day to refleion.

In the morning of the 28th, I faw a tamas
rifk of an enormous fize planted on the bank
of the Nile: it had been loofened at the
roots by progreflive inundations, and at laft
overthrown ; the grcatér number of its roots
had ranged themfelves upright, and produced
lcaves; the old branches on which the tree
had fallen were fixed in the carth, and _f_:c_r_\_'cd
as a footftool, fo that the enormous trunk,

G2 which,
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which remained fufpended horizontally, by
a confufion in the fyftem of circulation, vec-
getated in every direction, and gave it fuch
a grotefque appearance, that the Turks had
not failed to makc a miracle of this yegetable
monfter, which T fhould have drawn if I had
not at that time been much behind my di-
vifion, and it would have required a good
deal of accuracy to have given a faithful idea
of this phenomenon.

At our halt we found another cogtradtion
of thg__l_\l_ilc. The Lﬂ)jan chain, turning
fuddenly towards thc caft, forces the Nilc
againft the Arabian chain. The river, con-
trated between thefe two obftacles, has
gvercome the one which offered the leaft
refiftance, and the current has in its various
twells undermined and worn through a bed
of gravel, which oppofed its courfc, below the

reTieia)
level of the bafe of the Lybian bank; the

¢ : upper
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upper part, thus deprived of fupport, has
torn itfelf off by its weight from the adjoin-
ing portion of the hill, and thg_fsgt has
formed two projecting points of rock. This
rock, which is called Gibelin, or the Two
Mountains, fcrves as a boundary to one of
the fubdivifions of Upper Egypt ; and under
the late government became a barrier for
the rebel beys, who were banithed into Up-
per Said, a barrier which the exiles could
not pafs without becoming out of the pro-
te&ion of the law. Some years back, Of-
man-Hey, after being fent to Coffgr, acc;r:l-
panicd with men who werg fecretly charged
to murder him, ipftead of embarking him
for Meccca, to which place he was fentenced
to be exiled, prevented the plans of his af-
faflins, poflefled himfelf of the veffel, which
waserichly laden, cfcaped into Upper Egypt,
and aflembled a party of Mamelukes in his

G 3 favour,



102 " - TRAVELS IN EGYPT.

favour, whé obliged Murad to come to
terms, and to cede to him the fovereignty
of all the country between Gibelin and
‘Sycnc..

After this contraltion of the channel of
the Nile, the valley expands, without,
however, our obferving any improvement
in the agriculture. We faw large plains,
worn by the current of the waters, which
were in vain waiting for the feed which they
would have returned to the cultivator with
a vaft encreafc.

“On the 29th, we arrived early in the
morning at Efneh, the laft town of any im-
po;'tancc in Egypt. Murad had been obliged
to evacuate it a few hours before the arrival
of our cavalry, and to burn herc a number of
his tents and all his heavy baggage, which
would encumber and flacken his march.
We therefore had reafon to fuppofe that he

was
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was determined to quit Egypt, and to bury
himfelf in Nubia, in the hope of wearying
us out, and dividing our forces; for as the
country affords no refources for the fupply
of a large body of men marching together,
he might hope to be able here to rally his
forces, and to advance through the defert
to attack our detachments.

Efneh is the ancient Latopolis. Some re-

mains arc ftill vifible of its port or quay on
the bank of the Nile, which has been often
repaired, but, notwithftanding all that has-
been done for it, fiill remains in a very mi-
fcrable condition, _This town alio contains
the portico of a temple, which appears to me

to be the_moff perfect monument of angient

architecturc. It is fituated near the bazar
in the great fquare, and would make an in-
comparable ornament to this fpots if the
inhabitants had any idea of its merit; but

G4 inftead
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inftead of this they have deformed it by the
moft miferable ruined hovels, and have de-

voted it to the vileft purpofes.  The portico

is very well preferved, and poflefles a reat
richnefs of fculpture : it is compofed of cigh-
teen columns with broad capitals; thefe co-

lumns are noble and clegant, though they
now appear in the moft difadvantageous
light ; the rubbith fhould be ¢leared to find
if any part of the ¢g/la remains, [ took the
beft plan and clevation that I could of thi.
monument. (Sce Plates XX VI, Fig. 2, and
XXVIL)

The hicroglyphics in relicf, with which it
is covered within and without, arc executed

wit] great care; they contain, among other

fubjeds, a zodiac, and large figures of men

a———— N aets) et
with crocodiles’ heads : the capitals, though
all diffewent, have a very fine effeé; and as
an additional proof that the Egyptians bor-

rowed









TRAVELS IN EGYPT. 103

rowed nothing from other people, we may
remark, that they have taken all thma-:
ments, of \v*!chlLthg_@:_ capitals are compofed,

jfrom the produétions of_their own country,

fuch as the lotus, the_palm-tree, the vine,
the ryfh, &c. &c. 1 did not quit this tem-
ple till it was abfolutcly neceflary to purfue

our route: we left half our infantry and our

artillery at Efunch, m order to march with
.

lefs imncumbrance through a country, the

refources of which were diminithing every

league, and foon dwindled to little or no-

thing.  We flept three leagues and a half
thort of Efnch.

inet

On the 3oth, after marching three hours,

we found, threc-quarters ot a lcaguc off the

river, on the cdee of the defert, a fmall

< ~———caty

pyramid, fifty or fixty feet in the bafe, built

[ .. e

with unhewn ftones, but too fmall to have

been able to preferve their place, and thus
the
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the facing has been fhattered from top to
botmg

At half after two, a little before our amval
at Etfu, we found the ruins of chraconpohs,
which_confift of the remains of a gate be-

longing to an edifice of confiderable magni-

tude ; to judge by the fize of the {tones, the
extent of ground occupied by the fragments,
and the diameter of the defaccd capitals,
which are feen fcattercd on every fide. The
ftone of W}liCh this temple is built, is of fo
friable a. qua.ii_ty, that the form of the edifice
is entirely loft, and none of the plan can be
made out. Some yards further the ruins of
another building can with difficulty be dif-
tinguithed, owing to the great decay; the
other remains of the town are only a few
1_19385 of highly burnt bricks and fome blocks
of granite. -
. We faw on the otherfide of the river, two
hundred
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hundred Mamelukes come down along with
their attendants and equipage ; we learnt
fince, that it was Edfey-Bey, who being
wounded at Samanhut, had not chofen to
pafs the cataracts with the other beys We
were ftruck with admiration at the fine and
advantagcous fite of Apollinopolis Magna;
it commanded the river and the whole valley
of Egypt 5 and 1ts magniﬁccnt g_c_lzfglc tow-
ered over the reft like a iarsc citadel, which
keeps the adjacent country in awe. This
comparifon is, indeed, fo naturally fuggefted
by the fituation of this edifice, that it is only
known to the natives by the name of /e
Fortr.e"‘/':- I forefaw with regret that we
fhould only enter the town late, and quit it
carly in the morning. I puthed on to gain
a little time to examine it before the day-
light entircly left us. Durning this vifit, I
had only time to ride round this edifice, the

extent,
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extent, majefty, magnificence, and high pre~
forvation of which, furpafled all that I had

yet feen in Egypt, or elfewherc ; it made an

impreflion on me as vaft as its own gigantic
dimenfions. This building is a long fuite of
pyramidal gates, of courts decorated with
galleries, of port'iggs_s,_ and of covercd _naves,
conftructed, not with common ftones, but
entirc rocks. Night was come on before |
had time to vifit the whole of this furprizing
monument, and I again regretted the ne-
ceflity which I lay under to pafs over with
fo much rapidity what merited fuch high
adguratian, The excellent prefervation of
this ancicnt _cdifice forms a wonderful con-
traft with the grey ruins of modern habita-
tions built within its vaft enclofure ; a part
of the population of this village is contained
in huts built in the courts, and around the
fragments of the temple ; which, like fwal-

lows
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iows nefls in our houfcs, defile them without
concealing or injuring their general appear-
ance. Befides, this fingular medley, that
at firft fight hurts the cyc, produces a pi&u-
refque contraft, which at once gives a fcale
of comparifon,- both for men and for the
lapfe of time ; and after all, we have no right
to think 1t abfurd for ignorant people to
thelter their feeble buts againt fplendid ob-
jects, which have never cuce attracted their

curiofity, whilft in France we fufter the am-

phitheatre of’ Nilmes to remain encumbered
. R —

“it'h hovels and heaps of rubbifh.

Below Etfu, the cultivated country grows
very narrow; fo that therc 1s only a quarter

of a league in breadth between the defert
and the river. At noon we halted on the
—

banks of the Nile: the cavalry had gone be-
fore us, but at thc moment when we were

fetting out, wc learnt that we had a defert
3 of
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of feven leagues to crofs; the day was too far
advanced to allow us to undertake fo long a
march, and we therefore ftopped the reft of
the evening in a dcfolated village, where for-
tunately we found wood.

On the 311t, we continued our march at
three in the morning.  After paffing for an
hour througl; a cultivated country, we en-
tered the defert by a mountain compofed of

decayed {late, free-ftone, wh_igc and rofe-

colourcd quartz, and brown flint, with feveral
whitc cornclians. After marching five hours
ISR . . oy . -

in the defert, our foldiers had their fhoes
torn, and were obliged to put what linen
they could about their feet, and were tor-
mented _with a burning thirft. No water
could be found but in the lee, whxch was
a league out of our way, for the banks were
as arid as the defert); but the urgency of thirft
prevailed, and we arrived at the river ex-

haufted
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haufted with fatigue; but the camp equi-
page, the draft animals of which had had po
food the night before, were fo weakened by
hunger, that but a few of them were able ta
follow. What was the general diftrefs when
1t was announced that there was nothing to
eat! We looked at each other in mute
confternation : but, after a while, a camel

with a light load of butter came up, and

fome othgrs, whofe provifion-facks had been
already empticd ; but by fhaking out every
duft of meal from the bags, and rummaging
every corner, we found enough to make a
diftribution of a handful of flour to each:

directly we got firing from a neighbouring

tree, made our flour into fritters, employ-.

ment drove away our gloomy ideas, and
French gaicty foon prevailed, and reftored
our ufual courage. We fet out again brifkly
after our refrefhment ; but our_poor horfes,

7 who
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who had not regaled upon fritters, fell down
from undcr us through manition; we could
do nothing but lead and fupport them vx_fith
our hands, or clfe we muft have abandoned
them; infhort, we were compelled to march,
and our neceffity alone made it practicable,

and many are the refources contained in this

ﬁ_l}glc word, neccffity.

Half an hour after we had pafled the firft
defert, we came to the ruins of Silfilis, which

r————y

confift of broken fragments, bricks, and the
remains of a tcmglc, the higheft walls of
which are now not more than thrce fect
above the foil.  Onc can juft difcover that

the nave of the temple, which is covercd

with Incroglyphics, was furrounded with a
gallery, to which, in a latter period, a portico
without hicroglyphics has been added. We
rcturncd a third time into the defert ; z}‘_}_nz-
eng_followed the column for a confiderable

tune.
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The rocks here hecome’ granite, - with
flints of cvery colour -and fpecics, whofe
hardnefs would render them fufceptible of a
high polith: Ialfo found there comnelian, jafe
pcxj,' and fcrpentinc_: the_fand is formed. of |
{mall fragments, of all the primitive and
conftituent parts of the granite. We ar«
rived at an elevated ftage of the mountain,

where we difcovered a vaft extent of country,
through which the Nile flows in a wind-
ing courfe: this river, afier running along
the Mokatem, returns to the north-wett,
and again changes its courfe to north. At
this angle the ruins of a pharos may be per-
ceived, which perhaps ferved as a light-houfe
for this winding channel ; at the other angle
the heights of Opubos may be feen, with the
fine monuments on its fummit; at the elbow
of the river one of its branches forms an
inundated ifland, which, from this circum-

Vor. IL H ftance

-
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ftance alone, is worth more than twenty
fq‘uarc leagues of the neighbouring country,
and its fituation protets it from the incur-
fion of the Mamelukes, as it did now from
our vifit. The inhabitants of the fhore re-
tired to it on our approach, abandoning to
us the large villm Pin_l_)"awg, which fkirts
the defert, and is equally gloomy in appear-
ancc. Here we arrived, after marching
cleven hours. The drove of oxen which
followed us had gone aftray, and we had to
wait for it, with the conftant fear of its being
carried off. The village offered us nothing
but a few walls, which we ranfacked to the
very foundation. I here was ‘witnefs to a
fcene which prefented a firiking_contraf} of
favage brutality and _thg _kindeft fenfibility.

Whilft T was looking at our people, whofe

neceffities were as ingenious in_bringing to
hght, as the'care of the nativeg had been to

conceal,
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cog_gggl, a foldier comes out of a cave, drag-
ging after him a fhe-goat, which he had
torced out; he is followed by an old man,
carrying two young infants, who fets them
down gnutbc ground, falls on hjs knees, and,
in his eyes, to the young children, who muft
perifh if the goat is tal‘(mway from them.
But want, which is both dcaf and blind to

R
other’s diftrefs, does not ftay his murderous

hand for any entreaty, and the goat is killed.
At the fame moment, another foldier comes
up, holding in his arms another child, whofe

mgsllfr doubtlefs had been obliggl‘_tg_dgfgrt.

it in her __ﬂ'lght from us; and this brave fel-

low, notwithftanding the weight of his
mufket, his cartridges, his knapfack, and the

fatigue of four days of forced marches, had

picked up this little forfaken creature, had

carried it carefully for two leagues in his

H2 arms
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arms, and, not knowing what to do with it
'in this deferted village, feeing one inhabitant
left behind, ‘with two children, he gently
lays down his little charge befide them, and
departs, with the delightful expreffion of

onc who has juft performed a bengyolent
action.

CHAP-
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CHAPTER XIII.

Gazelles in the Defert—Approach to Syene—
Beautiful View of the Wand of Elephan-
tina—=Syene, ,and the Frontiers of Upper
Egypt—Quarters of the Army—Temple of
Cneph, and other Monuments of Elephan-
tina—Trade of Syene—Encounter of the
French Cavalry with Affan- Bey—Carved
Blocks of Granite—Cataralts of the Nile—
HWland of Philoé—Ethiopign Village, and
its Inhabitants.

OUR march on this day, February 1,
_ offered new deferts to our eye. We
found the rocks to confift alternately of gra-
nite and decompofed free-ftone, forming a
brittle friable cruft, like fcoria. In the val-

Hs o lies
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lies 1in V\:hich the fanci abounds, the furface
1s {mooth and tender like fnow, fo that the
tracks of animals arc pereeived with the ut-
moft eafe, and one can cafily make out
thofe that have pafled ﬁnqc the latt wind.
The moft frequent prints of fect that one
meets . with are thofe of the &zc_ll:, a beau-
tiful little animal, which is fo fhy and timid,
that after having taken its food on the banks
of the river, it retires to concecal its fears in
the filence of the defert. It gives one a me-
lancholy rcfleion to remark, that a beaft of
prey always tollows the ftepg of this clegant
and {prightly animal, the vaft fpace of the
defert does not fecure it againft rapacity. I
faw this day two of thefe animals, who were
of the moft delicatc and elegant fpecics of
this numerous family. We marched flowly
and painfully, ftopping every minute to pull
off our fhoes and to take breath. In the

afternoon,
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afternoon, I found in the middle of the
defert the trace of a grand antique road,
bounded with large maffes of cut ftone which
led in a ftraight ligg to Syene. In the after-
noon the troops were fo much fatigued, that
on quitting the defert we halted at the_firft*
grwt which would afford food for our

horfcs, I thought they would never be drag-
ged -d from the place, nor our men again raifed
from the ground; as te myfelf I was quite
wearled out, and remained all the night—
there, as if rivettcd to the foil. The next
day, we had but three quarters of a league to
march, to rejoin our cavalry, which had only
gone before to eat up all the cougtry would

afford, before our amval at laft, howevcr,
we were in fight of Aﬂ'uan or Szcnc, the ob-
je&t of our deftination. The foldier now
fergot his fatigues, as if he had already arfiv-
ed at the promifed land, not remembering

o H 4 that,
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that, to return to a country of abundance,
he muﬁ again croﬁ; the fame painful defert
whlch hc had Juﬁ left bchmd him ; but the

- -

paft is nothmg to the golg;er, when he can

fatch a little peefent graﬂﬁ&g.on For
W’ however, I had the moft reafon to be
fatishidtl, fince I way going for- the wmc
in my life, to fit down and take a little
breathing time in this country, which
abounded with ;ntcrcﬁmg ob_]e&s for my
refearches.

The firft good news that we learned, was,
that the Mameclukes had not burned the
boats, which thq__c_guld not get over the
cataraéts. In_the morning I afccndcd to the
convent of St. Lawrence, which is but an
indifferent ruin. Above is a watch-tovzcr,
from the lofty fummit of which a moft fin-
gular view prefents itfelf to thw@_t_fsf_@‘s

to be the end of the world, or rather a chaos,
from
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trom which the air has already feparated,
and the watery element appears to guth from
the earth, running in numerous channels,
which promife fertility to nature. The firft
effets of its bounties are feen around the
granite rocks, in the hollows of which the
fand __and fTime brought by the waves are dc-_;
pofited, forming a bafis for vegetation, which
continues to encreafe, and to embrace a larger
and wider ficld. At Elephantina, the culti-
vation, the trees, and the habitations, exhibit

a picture of perfe@ion in the gifts of nature,

which has given rife to the Arabian name of
Keziret-cl-Sag, or the Flowery Iaand, for
this ifland. I took a drawing of the country,
wﬁich is a kind of bird’s éyc chart, (See
Plate XXX. Fig. 1.)

On the third of February we crofled over
to the right bank of the river, to take pof-

feflion of Afluan or Syene. Murad-Bey had
pafled
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pafled the catara@s and divided his force
over a confiderable tract of country, in order
to find fubfiftence for his Mamelukes and
their horfes. Wec were obliged to do the
fame with ours,

On the fifth, Defaix fet out with the ca-
valry to go in_queft of Elfy-Bey, whom we
had left behind us at the righ‘g bank of the
Nile. I had not quitted Defaix fince we
left Cairo, .and.I fecl fome pride in faying,
that the moment of* parting was attcnded
withesutual-regret;--we had fpent together
fo many agreeable hours, riding a foot's
pacc fidamby-fide for twelve qufiftcen hours
fucceffively, not in idle chat, but in waking
dreams, and often after fuch long marches we
faid to each other: * How many things fhall
“ we have to talk of during the reft of our
“ lives!” How many wife ideas on civil go-
vernment, and philanthropy fuggefted’ them-

felves
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felves to his mind, when the found of the
trumpet and the roll of the drum ceafed to
give him the fever of war! How many in-
terefting remarks would his inexhauftible
memory now furnith me with, could I con-
fult it! With-what intereft would he re-
ga,rd" this work and patronize it as his own !
In quitting me for a fhort period, he feemed
to try to accuftom me by degrees to a lafting

fcparation.

I went with General Beliard to take pot-
{cflion of the government of Syene. Dur-
ing_my refidence in or ncar this town the
explanation of my drawings will fupply the
place of a journal.

The firft view which I took is that which
I have ‘:juﬁ defcribed, ﬁamely, a kind of
bird’s cye chart, in which, at one glance the
rcader may fee the general afpeét of the
country, the entrance of the Nile into Egypt,

7 . i after
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after flowing over the wall of granite blocks
which forms its laft catarals, the ifland of

Elephantina, between Contra-Syene and
Syene, and the monuments of this latter
town, in which may be diftinguifhed the
dxﬁ'eggxlt periods of its exiftence. The rums
of the higheft antiquity may be eafily gg- ily gc-

cognized; it muit then have been a very
confiderable city, if the edifices on the right
and left of the Nile and thofe of Elephanti-
na formed but one town, which may be pre-
fumed, fince they are only feparated by a
niver that in this place is deep but not broad;

the Arabic ruins are grouped on a rock to
the caftward; below are Roman remains,

which are alfo found in fome of the monu-

ments at_Elephanting, and to a]l this fuc:
ceeds a large village, built in a better fiyle,
and with ftraighter fireets than in common
villages, which may be attributed to the

T plenty
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plenty of ftoneand of ancient materials. In
the middle is a Turkifh caftle, commanded
on all fides, and which can be no real de-

fence. o
Our firft employment was to get com-
fortably -fettled. ‘We had very good quar-
ters; 1t was the houfe of the kiachef, built
of ftone, with an upper ftory, terraces, and
vaulted rooms: we here made beds, tables,
and ftools, and I found it 2 high luxury to
ungfg{ginl{clﬂ to fit and to lie down: our
foldiers did the fame. The fecond day of
our eftablifhment there were already in the
ftreets of Syene, tailors, thoe-makers, jew-
cllers, French barbers with their poles, eat-
ing-houfes, and reflaurateurs, all at a fixed
price. . :
The flation of an army offers a picture of
the moft rapid exercife of e;vcry‘ rcﬁurcc that
induftry can furnifh; every individual fetsall
his
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his abilities to work for the general advan-
tage ; but, what peculiarly charaerizes a
French army is, to eftablith fuperfluitics and
amufements at the fame time and with the
fame care as neceflaries; thus we had gar-

dens and coffee-houfes, in which we amufed
ourfelves in games with cards manufactured

at Syenc. At one entrance of the village is

e waane e

a walk with ftraight rows of trees pointing
to the north ; our foldiers here fet up a mile-

ttone with this infcription, Route de Parss,
No. onze, cent foixante fept milles trois cents
quarante; it was fome days, after having re-
ceived a diftribution of dgfes for their whole
ration, that they entertained fuch pleafant or
philofophic ideas. Nothing but death can
put a period to valour combincgvm'th gaiéty,
the greateft misfortunes can do nothing to-
wards it. . '
On this fide of thou river there are no

. other
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other remains of the Egyptian town, -than
a fmall fquare-temple furrounded with a
gallery, but fo fhattered and fhapelefs, that
;1othing can be feen but the embrafure be-

tween two pillars, with the capitals and a
fmall part of the entablature; this fragment
1s what Savary, who confefles that he never
was at, Syene, relates on hear-fay to be pro-
bably the remains of the antient obfervatory,
in which, accerding to him, the nilometer
fhiould be fought for. I made a drawing of
this {mall rum, to deﬁ:roy an error, of which
however thls ardent and elegant writer is
not the author, as he has related every thing,

pointed out eygrything, and has often painted

in a furprizing manner even what he had

never feen. -

Near this ru?n:—ag_qgg‘the palm-trees, are
the fragments of an edifice, which I think
muft be attributed” to the Greek catholics;

two
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tuls cohemns of granite arc fill left ftanding,

and two foor-cafes of the fame material, and
on the ground are colurmms grouped againft
two faces of a fingle pilafter.

The ifland of Elgpligntina became at the
fame tigite iny countel houfe, and my palace
of delightylafervasion, and refearch ; I think
I muft havetdraed byer every loofe ftone, and
queftioned every rockdin: the ifland. It was
at_its fouthem extremity that the Egyptian
town and:the’ Roman habitations were fi«
thated, and -¢he Avabian buildings which
fucceeded them. The pait occupied by the
Romans eart only:new b ‘made out by the

brxcks, tfm ﬂe@W, and thc

are muma the Arab su r is :Qly:dzf-
tinguifbiy the dWs,%ﬂfMey
have covered the fil, a commin deghare to
albithe ruins of> the edifices. o€ shis: poople.

Every
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Evcry thing pofterior to_this timebagdi~

appeared, fo as to leave f@rcely the leaft
trac;._;? its exiftence, whilft the nggtian
monuments_remain, devoted to_pofterity,
and have refifted equally t.hclljavagcs of man
and of time. In'the midft of this vaft field
of bricks and other picces of baked earth, of
which I have juft fpoken, a very antient
~p—

tc@&lc is ftill left ftanding, furrounded with
a pilaftered gallery, and two columns in the
portico. (Sec Plate XXXI, Fig. 1. and
XXXII, Fig. 1.) Nothing 1s -wanting but
two pilafters; on the left angle of this rain.
Other edifices had been attached to itin a
later period, but only fome fragments were
remaining, which could give no idea of their
form when perfe®, but only proved that
thefe ac'ceﬁ'ory parts were much larger than
the origina‘l fan&tuary. This latter is co-
vered both within and without with_hicro-
Vor. II. I glyphics
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SIYW@Y‘?"Z well cut, and in good
prefervation, I copied a whole fide of the

imncrAﬁgurcs, which are reprefented in Plate
LIIL Fig. 3; the correfponding fide appears
to be nearly a repetition of the fame. This

" kind of picture is the more interefting to be
offered to the difcuffion of the curious, as it
pgffefles an unity of defign which I had not
before met with in this fort of decorggipn,
eommonly divided into diftinét compart-
ments, [ alfo took one fide of the outer
wall, and afingle pilafter: all the reft are
neatly fimilar. (See Plate LXI,* Fig. 5, and
X, Fig. 9.) The view of the whole of this
fmall edifice will give an idea of its im-
poﬁancc, and high ftate of perfervation.
Could this be the tcmglc of CncPh, the

good genius, that among the Egyptian gods,

By miftake figured Plate LXIIL.

who
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who approaches the neareft to our ideas of

the Supreme Being? Or is the temple of this

deity onc which is placed fix hundied paces
more to the north, of the fame form and fize,
though more in ruins, all the ornaments of
which arc accompanied by the fergcn , the
cmblem of wifdom and eternity, and pecu-
liarly that of the god Cnc—‘ph ? To judge
from what I have feen of Egyptian edifices,
this fuppofed templc of Cncph is the kind
which was ufed in the earligft times, and 1s
abfolutely the fame fpecies of temple as that
of Kurnu in Thebes, which appeared to me
to be the moft ancient of all in that city.
The chief difference in the fculpture of this
at Elcphantina, which I have been able to
difcover is, that the figures have more life,

the drapery is more flowing, and falls into a
better form of compofition. (Sec Plate LTI,

Fig. 1 and 5.) The three figures of Fig. 1,
I2 feem
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feem to thank a hero for having dclivered
them from a fifth perfon, almoﬁ,dcfaécd, but
which it may cafily be feen 1s in a falling
pofture. In this fculpturc therc appears to
be a kind of grouped compofition with per-
fpeQivewCan it be anterior or pofterior to
the time in wpich the Egyptians had con-
fmed within certain lines the expreffion of
all their figures, in order to make them
ferve as a kind of writing or charaer, by
the mere infpe@ion of which their meaning
might be direétly underftood, without re-
quiring the particular cxplanation of gvery
part. Of the laft mentioned ¢difice nothing
i3 preferved but a column of the portico,
and one whole fide of a gallery ‘1’n pilafters.
(Sce Plate XXXI, Fig. 1.)

n the middle of the ifle there are two
frames of a large outer door, made of blocks
of granitc; and. ornamented with hierogly-

_
phics.
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phics.  Thefe remains certainly indicate
monuments of grcat magnificence, the ex-.
tent of which might be made out by a little
digging. At the eaft is another fragment of
a very fmall and highly finithed edifice: all
that is feen of it is the weft fide of a narrow
chamber, or a very fmall temple, and the
hicroglyphics that remain arc perfectly well
fculpturcd. Thc ornaments are loaded with
the lotus, particularly the flowers of this
plant, whofe drooping {tem appcars to be
revived by a figure watering it.  This figure
is the fame as one that I have found at Lato-
polis.  (Sce Plate LX. Fig. 0.) This cham-
ber or temple communicated with a nar-
rower paflage, which, to judge by the traces
of a number of fucceflive buridings, termi-
nated on a gallery open to the Nile, and
refting on a large embanked facing, which
defended the caftern part of !:hc ifland from

1a being
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being worn away by the current of the
river. Three porticoes of this gallery re-
main, and a flight of granite ftairs, which dip
into the river. May not this gallery, this
adorned chamber, and this ftair-cafe, be the
obfervatory and the nilometer which travel-
lers have in vain fought for at Syene? Full
of this idea, I examined carefully the ftone
facing of the ftairs, but could find no traces
of any graduation; the fteps themfelves,
however, might ferve as a fcale, and the
upper part of this ftair-cafe being blocked up
with ruins, it is poffible that the meafures
may be marked in this part which I could
not examine,*

* Strabo, who had obferved Syene with care, and has
defcribed it minutely, fays, that this nilometer was a
well which received the Nile waters, and that the marks
by which the l:ei-é;t- ‘of tl;::" i;ndation was eftimated
were engravici_clri the .@ﬁ‘fﬁ of this well.

All
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All thefe buildings are founded upon
mafles of rock, covered ‘\ivith hicroglzphics,

engraved with more or lefs care. Further
on, turning towards the north, are two por-
tions of parapet, which leave between them
an opening, through which one may defcend
to the river: on the inner fide of the right
parapet is a bas-relief in marble, reprefent-
ing the figure of the Nile four feet in height,
in the fame attitude, with o coloflal ftatue of
the fame fubjeé which is at Rome. This
copy of thc fame idea provés both that the
edifice 18 Roman, and that this people, in
their eftablifhment at Syene, having had
opportunity of adding the ornaments of lux-
ury and fuperfluity to werks of the firft ne-
ceflity, had efablithed rather a' powerful co-
lony there than a mere military poft: the
baths and valuable bronze utenfils, which are

daily found there, fupport this opinion of
{4 the
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the richnefs and permancncy of this co-
lony.

The ifland of Elcphantina, defended on
the fouth by breakers, has bcen doubtlefs

much encreafed towards the north by aliu-

into cultivated lands and pleafant gardens,
which, being kept perpctually watered by
means of wheels and buckets, produce here

N e e o st el

'four or five crops yearly; and thus the in-

habitants are numerous, in eafy circum-

ftances, and courteous. ‘When I hailed them
from the oppofite fhore, they would come
acrofs for me in their boats, and I was foon
furrounded with all the children, who offered
me for fale fragments of antiquity and rough

cornelians.  With a few crowns I made a
great number of thefe little ones happy, and
gained the good will of their parents, who
invited me to them, prepared me brcakfaﬁ:

mn
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m the temples in which [ had fet up my
drawing apparatus ; in fhort, I appeared like
the kind mafter of a garden, which contain-
¢d in reality all that onc feelis to imitate in
decorated gardens in Europe: here were
iflets, rocks, deferts, plains, mcadows, gar,
den-ground, open groves, hamlets, dark
woods, remarkable and numecrous plants, 3
river, canals, mills, and fublime ruins; a fpot
ftill more enchanting, as, like the gardens of
Armida, it was furrounded \-':’ith all the hor-

rors of nature, and thofe of the Thebals, the

<.ontraﬁ‘w1th which encreafed the enjoyment
of this dclightful ifland. Having all my
fenfes and my imagingtion cqually in acti-
vity, I never pafled hours morc dclicioufly

occupied than thofc which I devotcd to my

which alone is worth more than thc ~whole

e = S g et

territory on fhore of the country which lics

3

adjacent to the town.
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The population of Syene is numerous: the
tr_ggg, howcv;:r, is confined to fenna and
dates, and thefe two articles produce a fuf-
ficient return to pay all the other wants of the
inhabitants, to maintain a kiachef, a go-
vernor, and a Turkifh garrifon. The fenna
which grows -around Syene, is of moderate
quality ; when fold, it is fraudulently mixed
with that which grows wild in the defert,
brought hither by the Barabra, and fold at
nearly a hundredth part of what we give for
it in Europe. It is true that it has to pay
in its paffage a number of duties, and it is
one of thec moft important articles of the
cuftom-houfes of Cairo and Alexandria.
The fecond article of exportation is that of
dates; they are fmall and dry, but fo
abundant, that befides making the principal
food of thc inhabitants here, large boats
loaded with them are daily going down the
river to Lower Egypt.
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We learnt by our fpies, that the Mame-
lukes had afcended the river, and remained
at as little a diftance as they could above
the cataralls, ravaging the two fhores of the
Nile, which ftill fupplied them with fome
.foragc. They had hitherto drawn fupplies
of flour and dates from Deir and Bribes;
but the aga who refided there, fignified to
them that this fource muft be ftopped. They

occupied ten leagucs in length on each

bank ; their rear guard was no more than
four lcagues off us, fo that they knew every
ftep we took, as we in our turn were in-
formed of all their movements, by the fame
means, and perhaps, even by the fame emif-
faries, who ferved both parties faithfully with

General D_?gg‘{_i had met with Affan-Bey
on theright bank of the river oppofitc Etfu,

equal exactnefs.

at the moment when he was coming down
1 to
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to the Nile for water: thc imminent danger
he was in of lofing all his cquipage made
him charge with fury ; the eagerncfs of our
l, men to get pofleflion of it, and a little con-
tempt of the encmy, with which the battle
of Samanhut had infpired them, made them”
attack with too much negligence. This
battle of two hundred cavalry on each fide,
was rather an affray than a regular combat,

and both partics gave proof of the higheft

valour. The charge lafted half an hour;
the ficld of battle remained with the Irench ;

Lut Affan-Bey obtained his main point,

‘that of faving b lus b_gbawc on our fide, wc
Lad trom thirty to forty killed, and as many
‘pounded ; twelve Mamclukes perithed, and
m;cmy of them were wounded ; Aflan was
hurt 1 the leg, fo that nmthcr party had
any thing to boaft of by this cncounter.

, We went to feck for the burks which

the
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the Mamelukes had endeavoured to navigate
above the cataradls, and we withed at the
fame time to vifit thefe curious objelts; we
mct in our way with the quarrics in the gra-
nitc rocks, whence the blocks were taken

[———

which formed the material of the célg_ﬂ'al

ﬁatt_z‘cs, that have been the object of ad-
m;;ation to fo many ages, and the ruins of
which ftill ftrike us with aftonifhment. It
fcemed as if the framers withed to preferve
thc memorial of the mafles that have pro<

duced thefe blocks, by leaving on the place

higrog_lzph_icq_l_infcriEtions that perhaps re-
cord the event. The operation by which

thefe blocks werce detached, muft have been

times, that is to fay, a cleft is firft cut out,

and then the whole mafs is {plit off by means
of wedges of different fizes, all ftruck in at
one time. The marks of thefe firft opera-

2 tions
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tions are preferved fo frefh in this unalterable
material, that to look at them one would
“fufpect that the work had been interrupted
only yefterday. I took a fketch of them,
(See Fig. 2. Plate. XXXHI.) "
The texture of this granite is fo hard and
compad, that the rocks which are met with
in the current, iriftead of becoming worn and
fhattered by decompofition, have a_c_gp_i_xgd a
polith by the dathing of the waves. The
fineft and moft abundant of this kind of
ftone, is the rofc-coloured granite; the 51'_?2’
1s often too _micaccous; betwecen thefe blocks
are found veigs of very brilliant quartz, fh:gfg
ofared ftone; which partakes of the nature

and the hardnefs of porphyzy, and maffes of
that black and_bard flone, which has been
fo long taken for bafalt, and which the Egyp- '
tians bave often employed for {{atues of mo-
derate fize. K

A league
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A league and a half below the quarries

the rocks encreafe, and form a bar in the
river, where we found the Mameluke barks
fixed between the rocks, up todhe firft well
below the falls: the peafants of the neigh-
bourhood had taken out the rigging and the-
provifions. We here quitted the little boat
in which we had come up, and walkmg by
the fide of the ftrcam for about a quarter of
an hour, we came to the part which is ge-
nerally called the cataraéi. This is nothing
but a rangg_gflgcks, over which the river
flows, forming in foruce places cafcades a few
inches in height , they arc fo infignificant,
that—tl;cy can hardly be reprefented in a
drawing ; but I juft fketched the bar where
this celebrated navigation ends, in order to
do away the impreffion that has been given
of the great fall of thefe famous cataracts.
(See Plate XXXI. Fig. 2.) However, they

would
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would make a finc picture, if they were re~
prefented with the colour which charac-
terizes them.

The nw.s, the furface of which 1s
broken by black and ragged projections, are
refleted with their gloomy afpeé on the
clear mirror of thc ftrcam below, which is
broken and divided by fharp points of granite
that roughen its chiannel, and form long
white lines of foam wherever any of thefe
rocks cut its {mooth furface. Thefe rough
fhapelefs maffes, with their dark hues, form
a ftriking contraft with the foft green of the
gr;upcs of palm-trees that clufter around the
irregular cliffs, and with the ccleftial azure
blg_éof the cleareft {fky over the face of the

carth. A picture faithfully reptefenting thefe:
ftriking objeds, would have the rare advan-
tage of cxhibiting a truc and yet perfectly

novel fcenery. After paffing the cataras,
the
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the rocks grow lofticr, and on their fummit
rocks of granite are heaped up, appearing to
clufter together, and to hat\lg_Ln ,f_‘_l_‘_’i_l}_o_i&’
on purpofe to produce the moff*pi&turcfque
effeéts. Through thefe rough and rug;gcd
forms the eye all at once difcovers the mag-
nificent monuments of the ifland of Philoe,
which form a brilliant- contraft, and one of

the moft fingular furprifes that the traveller
can meet with. The Nile here makes a

bend, as if to come and vifit this enchanting
——
ifland, where the monuments are only fepa-
o
rated by tufts of palga-trces, or rocks that
appear to be left mercly to contraft the forms
of nature with the magnificence of art, and
to colle&, in one rich fpot, every thi:lg that
is moft beautiful and impreffive. The ¢n-
”’ N
thufiafm which the traveller fo conftantly
cxperiences'at the fight of the monuments
of Upper Egypt, may appear to the reader a
Vor. IL K perpetual
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perpetual and monotonous exaggeration ; but

it is, however, only the fimple expreffion of

feeling which the fublimity of their cha-

rater excites; and it is from the diftruft that
. . “ .

I fecl at being able to give any adequate idca

of their magnificence by the pencil, that I

have _endeavourced to do juftice to them by
my expreffions for the furprifc and admira-
tion with which they imprefs the beholder.

There were no inhabitants on the fhore ;

they had quitted cven the iflc of Philde, and

had retired fo a feqond and larger ifland, fr‘gm

which they fent loud and favage crics, which

we were told were excited by their fears.

We endeavoured to perfuade them to fend

us a boat, which was moored to their bank,
but without fuccefs. However, ag this branch
of the Nile 1svery narrow, I was enabled to
take ._t_:p_c':_ views of the ifland, which are here
added. (See Plate XXV, Fig.2, and XXXIIL
Fig. 1.)
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We returned home very well fatisfied
with our day’s work ; but this curfory view
did not appear to me futlicient for obje@s of
antiquity of fuch importance, and monu-

ments of fuch extent and high prefervation,.

the particular dcfcription of which would be

attended with fo much intereft. ‘
Some days after we learnt that the Mamie-
lukes of the right bank werc coming to
forage within two leagucs of our pofts. We
prepared to refift them, and fet out with
four hundred men, advancing towards Philijé
by land, taking the route acrofs_the.defert.
This road has one peculiarity, which is, that
there arc evident remains of its having been
tra_c_‘_l_c_gclg_ut, and raifed .as a_caufeway, and'
that there was much 1 traffic on it in formier
times. This 1s the only part of Egypt in
wi;i::}‘).a high road_is_abfolutely néceflary;
but the Nilé ceafing to be navigabl;—on ace
K2 . count
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count of the catara@s, all the meréhandize
of the Ethiopian trade which is landed at
Philoe muft be tranfported by land to Syene,
to be there re-embarkcd. All the large
blocks of ftone that we met with in the way °

were coveréd with hiéroglzphics, as if they.-
were put there for the amufement of the
paflengers. One of the moft fingular of thefc
prefents the form of a_feat cut out of the

folid rock, with a flight of fteps to chmb up

to it; and the whole ornamented with hiero-

glyphics, the greater number of which are
exe;\:‘;d with great carc. (Sce PlateXXXIL
ngz.\ B

Another fingular object near this road, is
the ruins of military lines made of bricks
?zrk_egl in the fun, the bafc of which is fromr
fiftcen to twenty feet in thicknefs. This

entrenchment cxtended along the valley by
the road-fide, and terminated at rocks and

- forts
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forts near three leagues from Syene. Though
the materials of which thefe walls were built
were cheap enough, the expence of putting
thcm togcther muft have been very great;
and fhews the importance attached to the
defence of this point.  Can thefe be the re-
mains of the famous wall raifed by a queen
of Egypt, named Zulcikha, daughter of Ziba,

onc of the Pharaohs, which cxtended from

thc ancicnt Sycnc to the place where El

Aufh 1s now {1tuated, thc fmgmcnts of which
UL ey -...«»—o e ——— ———

the Arabs now call_ﬁq if-cl-adjowz, or “ the

“ old woman's wail P
We found the inhabitants of Philde re-
_turned to their habitation, but fully deter-
mined not to receive us. We attributed this
ill-will to the fear which we gave them of
us, and we continyed our joﬁrncy. Beyond
Philoc the river is quite open and navi‘_‘gabl e:
but after having B_aﬂ'cd an Arab fort, and a
Ks mofque
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" mofque of the fame age, the thore of the
Nile _becomes _impracticable for travellers ;

and inftead of a profufion of menuments
and infcriptions, we only faw a barren foil
rren 1o
left to itfelf, and on the rocks a few habi-
tations, which refembled ‘the huts of fa-
vages. We entered a defert which cut an
anglf: of the river, in order to thorten our
way ; and after having for feveral hours tra-

velled along vallevs which were as decp and

hollow as if the country was conftantly ex-

Bofcd to ftorms and torrepts, the Nile again

dpened upon us through a ravine which led

to Taudi, an indifferént village on the bank

of the river. At our approach the Mame-

lukes abandoned this village, Icaving behind
- —————

them their plates, their _kettles, and even

the 1oup they had made, which they in-
tended to eat at fun- fet, for it was the month
- - . TSR

of Ramadan, a kind of Lent, during which
— 1l
a
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sll the Muflulmans, even to the foldlcrs, cat
nothmg whilft the fun is above the honaon

We fent out a fpy during the night ; and
wc learnt, that at day-break the Mame-

lukes, who were at Demict, four leagues
higher than Taudi, thinking themfelves too
near us, had fcd their hotfes and fet out
at midnight. Our objec& in driving them
turther off’ being fulfilled, we fet out to re-
turn to Syene. 1 had already feen cnough
of Eth_igﬁiu, of the G_q_b_l_i's_ and their wives,

whofe extremne uglinefs can only be equalled
e

by the favage jealoufy of their hufbands. I

faw forge of the women, for as I gave the
men lefs apprchcnﬁgn than our foldiers, they
put a number of them under my protection
in a cabin, before the door of which I had
taken up my quarters for the night. They
had, been taken by furprize at the fudden

arrival of our people at the clofe of evening,
K 4 and
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and had not had time to fly and bide them-
felvcs~u}_the rocks, or to {fwim acrofs the ri-
ver. They appearcd to have the fullen ftu-
pidity of downright favages. A rugged foil,
fat)guc. and mfufﬁcmnt food, muft, doubt-
lcﬁ,, impair in thcm all the charms of nature,
and give them cven in youth the marks of

decrepitude. But the men .fgcm to be of

——————

another fpecies; for their features are deli-

e

ég_gg, their {kin finc, their countenance lively
and animated, and their eyes. and tecth ad-
me— -~

mirable. Lively and mtclhﬂcnt they appear

to throw io much c]camcfs zmd conc1fmc1s

in their langua%, that a fhort Elnafc 1s al~
ways a complctc anfwer to qucitions that

arc put to them: thcir vivacity more re-

{fembles ours than that of the other oriental

nations: they arc quick. in undcrftanding

and ferving; and-ftill more nimble in thiev-
ing, and have a greedinefs for money, which
keeps
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keeps pace with their great frugality, and
can only be juftified by their extrgme po-
verty. To thefe reafons we may impute
their leannefs, which is not at all connected
with ill health, for their co_lgur, though
black, is tull -of life and blood,.' but their
mufcles are only tendons, abfolutely without

fat fo that I did not fee a fingle perfon
lmong them who was even plump. Fig. 4,
of Plate XLLV. will give the reader an idea
of their form and gcncral afpedt.

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER XIV.

Artack on Philoe and Expulfion of the Inha-
bitants—Monuments in the lland— Diffe-
rent Periods of Egyptian Architecture—
French Fort built at Syene— Autient Mo-
naflery of Cenobites beyond the Cataradts—
Voyage up the River above Sycne—Moniu-
ments of Ombos—Cclebrated Quarries of
Gebel Silfilis, with fculptured Tombs adjoin-
11g—Crocodiles—Proceedings of the Mame-
lukes.

WE could only keep our perfevering

enemy at a diftance from us by
ﬁmg the country betwéen us and them.
We therefore bought up all the cattle, paid
for the green crops on the land, and the in-

habitants affifted us themfelves in pulling up
from
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from the ground every fource of provifion,
and followed us with their domeftic animals.
Thus carrying oft with us the whole popu-
Jation, we left behind us nothing but a de-
{crt.  In returning, I was again ftruck with
the fumptuous -appearance of the edifices of
Philoc; and I am perfuaded that it was to
their territory, that the Egyptians had col-
icted upon their frontier fuch a fplendid
group of monuments. Philoe was the entre-
R P, OF mo! g n—— m——

pit of a commerce of barter between Ethi-

opia and Egypt; and wifthing to give the
“thiopians a high 1dca of their refources and
their ~magniﬁccnce, the Egyptians had raifed
fo many fumptuous edifices on the confines
and natural frontier of their empire, Sycne
and the_Cataracts. We had another parley
with the inhabitants of Philoe, and it was

more explicit: they fignified to us, that if we
N e .
1 - were
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were to come there every day for two monthg
fucceffively, they would never let us land.
We were obliged to fubmit this time to their

dctermination; but as it would have given a

bad example to the country to allow a hand-
ful of peafants to brave us with fuch info-
lence elofe by our eftablithments, we refolved
on the next day to try if we could not make
them changg tlicir determination.  Accord-
mgly on the morrQgy, we returncd with two

——————

hundred men; gg foon as they faw us, they
put themfelves in a pofture of defence, and

defied us in_the manner of favages, with

— e e 7 5

loud cries, which the the women rcepeated. The
mbhabitants of the nughb;m::g fz:; gar ifland,
immediately collected in arms, which they
made to glitter in the fun like fword-play-
crs; fome of them were quitc naked, holding
i one hand a fabre, and m thc other a
bucklcx, others had rampart-| muf fquets with

matchlocks,
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matchlocks, and long pikes, and in a mo-

————

ment all the eaft fide of the rock was co-

vered with enemies. We ftill cried out to
them that we were not coming to do them

any harm, and we only wanted to enter ami-

cably into their ifland; they anfwered that

they would never let us approach, or furnifly

us with the means of landing on their fhores,

and that they were not Mamelukes, to ﬂy‘

before us: this bragging fpcech was clofed

with loud fhouts which refounded on all
e Y

fides; they wifhed for the fight; they had

defended themfelves againft the Mamelukes:
they had defeated their neighbours; and
they now wifhed to have the glory of refift-
ing.us, and even giving us defiance. Imme-
diately the order was given to our fappers to
level the huts on_the thore, to furnith us with

————— =

wood for a raft: this a& was a declaration of
S rn—————

o

war ; they fired on us, and pofting them-
felves
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felves in the clefts and caves of their rocks,
they kept up a brifk_and well-dire@®ed fire
on us. At this moment one of our field-

pieces came up, the firft fight of which car-
ried their rage to the higheft pitch;.but from
this time the communication between Philce
and the larger ifland was broken, the people
of the latter drove off their herds and cattle,
made thetr_x crofs an arm of the river, and
Ifollowcd them into the defert.

We found that the }Ss_t_lg;_t‘r_e_g_yyg_gd was
too heavy and took water, which compelled
us to defer the defcent till the next day; and

in the mean time our troops remained on
the fhore, and cvery neceflary was colleéted
in order to_conftruct aTaft to hold forty men.
This bufinefs employed us the whole of
the follm’aving day, and this dclay encreafed
' the infolence of thefe wretches, who dared

“to propofc to the general to pay a hundred
piaftres
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piaftres to be allowed to come alone and dif-
am.led into the ifland. The fcene, however,
was foon changed, when on a fudden they
faw the larger ifland covered with our vo-

lun_tsc_:rs, whofc defcent had beerr proteéted
by grape-fhot : terror fucceeded, 'is::fual, to
headftrong rafhnefs; men, women, and chil-
dren, all threw thcmfclves mto the river to

efcape by fwu'nrnm,ﬂr ; and prefcrvmg their

ferocious -charadter, we faw mothers drown-
e ena—— ettt

ing their children whom they could not carry
D ee—

away with them, and mutilating the girls to

{ave them from the violence of the vi&ors.

When I entered on the ifland the next day,

I found a young girl feven or cight'years old,

who had becn cut with brutal cruefty m

—

fuch a manner, as to prevent her from fatif-

fying the moft prefling neceflity of nature,

and it was only by a counter-operation and
a bath, that I was able tofave the life of this

unfortunate
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unfortunate little creature, who was very
pretty.  Others of a more advanced age had
not rccourfe to fuch feverities, and chofe for
themfelves companions from among the vic-
tors. In a word, the population of the ifland
was dlfpcrfcd in a few minudtes, having fuf-
fered a moft ferious and irreparable lofs.
They had pillaged the boats which the
Mggqucs had not been able to get above
the talls, and had formed magazines of _Ehis
booty, which had made them immentely
rich, in comparifon with their neighbours,
and might have fecured to them repofe and
cafy circumftances for a number of years; in
a fcew hours they were reduced to beggary,
deflitute of fupport, both for the prefent and
the future, and were obli;;cd to go and folicit
an E_f;y_l_lim tfrom thofe on whom they had
made war a few days before. Our foldiers

were employed the reft of the day in eva-
3 cuating
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cuating the magazines of the larger ifland,
and I made ufe of this time in making draw-
ings of the rocks and antiquities. o

The ruins in this ifland confift of a fipall
fangtuary, faced by a portico of fous columns

with very elegant capitals, to which had been

added at a later period another portico, which
doubtlefs was attached to the circumvalla-
tion of the temple. The moft ancient part,
which was alfo conftruéted with more care,
was ornamented in a higher degree than the
reft; the ufe made of it in the rites of the
catholic religion has impaired the original
chara@er, by adding fquare arched door-
ways. In the fanctuary, clofe to the figures
of Ifis and Ofiris, may ftill be feen the mi-
raculous impreflion of the feet of St. An-
thony, or St. Paul the hermit. |

The next day was the fineft to me of my
whole travels: I poffefled feven or eight mo-

Vou. Il L numents
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numents in the fpace of fix hundred yard;&,"
and could examine them quite at my cafe,
for I had not by my fide any of thofe impa-
tient companions who always think they have

feen enough, and are conftantly Ercﬁinﬁ you

to go to fome other object, nor had I in my

‘ears the beating of drums as a fignal to muf-
ter, or to march, nor Arabs nor peafants to
‘torment me ; I was alone in full leifure, and
could make my drawings without interrup-
tion. (See the plan of: the iland Plate
XXXIV.) This was my fixth vifit  to
—-—_s , D
Philoe; the five firft I had employed in
— L RRIRRS-g
taking views of the fhores of the vicinity.
As foon as I could fet foot in the ifland, I
began firft by going over all the inner part,
to &kc a general furvey of the vanous_‘mo-
numents, and to form a kinc} of tqpogra-
phical chart containing the ifland, the courfe

of the river and the adjacent characteriftic
fcenery.
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feenery. I found a convincifig proof that

this group of monuments had been con-

ftructed at different Ec;i‘ods-, by feveral na-
tions,.and had belonged to different forms
of religious worfhip; and the umon of thefe
various edifices, each of them in 1tfclf e

gular, and crouded togcther in this narrow
fpot, formed an irregular group of moft pic-
turefque and magnificent objeéts. (Sec Plate
XXXIIL Fig. 1.) I could here diftingnifh

cight fanctuaries or {cparate temples, of dif-
) '

ferent dimqpﬁpns, built at various times, and
the limits of each had been refpected in the

conﬁructlon of the fucceeding ones, which

had 1mpaxred the regularity of the whole.
A part £ of the additions to the original build-
ings had been made with a view of conne&-
ing the old to the new, avoiding, with great
dexterity, falﬁxgles and general Trregulari-
ties.. This kind of p_éqf;uﬁm‘archi-

Lz ‘tectural
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te@ural lines, Which appear like errors in the
plan, produce in the elevation a picturefque
effe®, which geometrical re&itude cannot
give, it multiplies obje(s, forms elegant
groups, and offers to the eye more richnefs
than cold fymmetry can ever command. I
éould here convince myfelf of the truth of
a remark which I had before made at Thebes
and Tcma, which is, that ihc mode of
building with the ancient Engtians was,
firft to ere& large mafles, qn which they
afterwards beftowed the labour of ages, in

the particulars of the decoration, beginning
their work with fhaping the architcétural

hncs, procecding next to the fcﬁlEt‘urc of

the | hieroglyphics, and concludmg with the

ftucco and the painting. All thefe diftin&t
e e pm— g

periods of work are very obvious here, where

et ——. anm—

nothing is finithed but what belongs to the
——-

hxgheﬁ antiquity: whereas.a pat of the fub-

ordinate.
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ordinate buildiﬁgs, which ferfed to conneé®
the various monuments, had been left in
an——"

many partlculars without finith, without
fculeturc, and even 1 incomplete in the b 11:1-
ing.

The great and magnificent oblong mo-
nument, exhibits thefe different periods of

workmanfhip, it would. be difficult to
affign™ anz “ufe to this cdlﬁcc, if the pre-

fence 8F certain ornaments rcprcféntmg offer-

ings had not pdinted it out to be a temple.
It has, however, the form neither of a por-

tico nor of a temple; the columns which

compoft its outer circumference, and which
are engaged in the wall only haif their height,
fupport nothing but an entablature and a

cornice, without roof or platform: it only
—

opened by two oppafite dgors, without lin-
tels, which made a firaight Eaﬂ'gg e through

in the longxtuglgal c_i:re&wn As it was

doubtlefs
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doubtlefs built in the later period of the
Egyptian power, it thews the perfetion of

art in_the higheft purity; the caﬁ&ls arc

admirable in beauty and execution, the vo-

lutes and the foligge are gracefully waved,

like the fineft Greck architeture, and are

fymmetrically diverfified like thofe of Apol-
S—

linopolis, that is toﬁ-y, differing from thg

. . TS
cantiguous capitals, and fimilar to the cor-
refponding ones, and all are exactly Kept
within the Tame parallel. (See Plate XXIX.,
Fig. G.)

-

It_gave me no little trouble tclflear, in my

imagination, from the furrounding frag-
ments, thefe long galleries encumbered with
ruins, to follow the lincs of the quays, to
raife up the fphinx and the obelitks, {gge-

ftore the broken_communication between
the fteps and flaircafes. Urged on at onge

by every kind of curigfity, gnd fearing to

impart
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xmpart my crroncous conjeétures to thofe to
whom I intended to g;;:;t; account of my
fenfations and my refcarchc;: I w1fhcd to
trace on -r;;y plan the prccafc ftate of the
ruins, and the confufed heap of fragments,
and from fuch a plan to difcufs the numerous
points which Werc “involved in doubt and
uncertainty.  What could be the meaning

of this vaft number of fan&uaries, fo con-
—

- —
tiguous to cach other, and yet fo diftin¢t ?

P

Woerce they confecrated to different divini-
tics, wcro”:}:;y”ig)give ch.zg.i;{:‘l; or places
devoted each to particular cercmonies of
religious worﬁnp ? The innermoft temples

‘M‘
contained {’all more mzﬂcrlgg g'gn&uancs,

fuch as monolithic temples, or tabcrnacles

a fing ﬁ containing, perhaps, wh
of a fingle ftonc, con g» perhaps, at
was moft precious and moft facred to the
wortuippers ; perhaps even the facred bird;

which reprefented the prcﬁamg a_city of the
L.+ - temple ;
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temple: the hawk, for example, the em-

blem of the fun, to whom the building

might be confecrated. On the ceilings Sf the
————— ———

fame portico were painted aftronomical pic-
tures, the theories of the elements; on the
walls, religious ceremonies, images, priefts,
and gods, (as reprefented in Plate LII. Fig,
2 and 3.) by the fide of the gates gigantic

portraits of certain fovereigps, or emblema-

tical figures of ﬁrcnsth or_power, threat-
ening a group of fuppliant figures, which

they hold with one hand by the hair of the
head. (See Plate XL. Fig. 4.) Can thefe

be _x;e-bf!lious fubic&s, or vagg_gi{l\lcd ene-
mies {_J fbauld incline to the latter opinion,
becaufe the figures, which_cgrtainly repre-
fent Eagt_ians, have never lo air.
Befides this vaft enclofure, in which thefe
sumcrous  temples were  conneted and

grouped together by dwellings for the priefts,
there
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there were two temples ftanding apart ; the

larger of the two I have alrcady fpoken of,
the fimaller is one of the moft beautiful

thag can be conceived, in perfect prcfcrvac

tion, and fo fmall, that it almoﬁ: gives onc

the defire of carrying it away. 1 found with-
in 1t fome remains of a domeftic fcene, which
feemed to be that of Jofeph and Mary, and
fuggefted to me the fubject of the flight
into Egypt, in a ftyle of the utmoft truth
and intereft. If ever we fhould be difpofed
to tranfport a temple from Africa to Europe,
this which I am fpeaking of fhould be fe-
lected for the ‘purpofe ; for, befides the prac-

ticability of fuch an operation afforded by
its fmall dimenfions, it would give a palpable

proof of the noble fimplicity of ngptian

architecture, and would fhew in a ftriking

manner, that it is character, and not cxtent
alone, which gives dignit; dxgmty te an edifice.

Befides
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Beftdes the Egyptian monuments, Greek
and’ Roman_ruins are found at the fouth-
eaft of the ifland, which appear to me to be
the remains of a fmall port, and a_cuftom-
houfe, of which the wall of the facade is de-
corated with pilafters and arcades of the do-
ric order:_fome ftanding fragments of co-
lumns fhew an open gallery, or a kind of

| portico in front ; betwcen thefe ruinsand the

i Egyptian monuments, the fur-bafc of a ca-
tholic church may bc remarked, which is
built of antique fragments, mixed with
crg.@'_.gsi and Greck ornaments of the later ages;
for in thefi countries catholicifm has been
too poor to remove cntircl;'_l-xz: own wor-
thip fg)r_n the E)Oﬂ}p of 1dolatrous t;mples.
At:tcr_having cftablithed hcx;_fg..i_xlss ;thhc
facc of the Fgyptian deities, fhe has often
painted a St. John, or St. Paul, by the fide
of the goddefs Ifis, and difguifed Ofiris inta

St.
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St. Athanafius; or elfe, quitting the heas
then temples altogether, fhe has dilgpidated
them, and taken the recady-made materials
to copftract her own edifices of religious
worfhip. '

What a profufion of objes of curiofity !
~—but the time was gliding. by fo faft, that
I wifhed to ftay the courfe of the fun. Hav-
ing employed many hours in obfervation, I
began to make drawings and meafurements;
but I faw that our pcople had finithed clear-
ing the enemy’s magazines, and I could not
hope to return to Philoe, for I had not here
fuch kind friends as at Elephantina, and the
troops had alrcady been too much fatigued
with the fiege of this little ifland. I at laft
quitted this fpot, with my eyes tired out by
fo many objedts, and my mind filled with
the various recolle@ions attached to it: I

left it at night, loaded with my treafures,
and
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bringing with me my little girl, whom 1
entrufted to the theik of Elephantina, to re-

ftore her to her parents.

The plan was formed of fortifying Syene ;

the engineer Garbé had chofen an efplanade
on an eminence on the fouth of the city, on
which to conftru& a fort, which thould com-
mand all the approaches, and overlook the
adjacent country.. There were neither fho-
vels, pickaxes, hammers, nor trowels, but all
thefe articles were forged ; bricks could not
be made for want of wood, but they were
colleéted out of all the old Arab buildings in
the place, Our brave twenty-firft regiment,
hke the Roman cohorts who had inhabited
the fame place, knew no difficultics, or fur-
moug_t_c_g__t‘l.lgxg* all. Every individual was

required to make two journeys daily to the
fpot, in order to tranfport materials; many
of the men could with difficulty drag their

legs
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legs to the fpot, but not one failed in com-
plying with the requifition: the baftions
were traced out, and the labour was condué&-
ed with fo, much fpeed, that in a few _days
the fortrefs began to appear above the foun-

dations ; and in the fame time we baftioned
and cmbattled an old Roman _building,
which had been a bath, and was in very

good prefervation, and which, from its fitua-
tion, had the double advantage of protecting
and_commanding the river.

|
Thc termination of the march of thci

French through Egypt was mfcnbcd on a

granite rock beyond the catarads. I took

“advantage of a reconnoitering party being
pufhed to the defert on the left bank, to go
and vifit the quarries of which Pocock fpeaks,

and an ancient monaftery of cenobites.

After marching an hour, we difcovered this
monument in a fmall valley, furrounded
) with
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with fhattered rocks, and with fands pro-
duced bytheir decompofition. The detach-
ment, purfuing its deftination, left me alone
in_this fpot.

They were hardly gone when I was alarm-
cd at my folitary fituation. I was loft imong
long_corridors, and thefe melanchely vaults
echoed with the found of my feet, the only
noife with which this profound filence had
been difturbed perhaps for ages. The cclls
of thefe monks refembled the cages of ani«

mals in a menagerie; they were receffes
feven feet {quare, and only enlightened by a
difmal window, fix fcet from the.ground:
this rcﬁncmggg_gg aufterity, however, only
concealed from the.eye of the reclufc the
vicw of the vaft expanfe of heaven, an equally
boundlefs horizon of fand, and a bright un«
interrupted light, as melancholy as' night,
and morc wafting to thc corporeal frame,

and
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and perhaps more impreflive of the gloomy
pi€ure of their folitude. In this dungcona
bed o_{ lziic_lgs, and a recefs, ferving as a clofet,
were all the conveniences which had been
added to this fpacc between four walls; and
a tower placed by the fide of the gate, fhews
alfo that even the auftere repaft of thefe ce-
nobites was taken in folitude. Nothing in-
dicated the rcmains of the habitation of
man, but fome fhori fentences written on the
walls; and I fancied I could trace in thefe
infcriptions their laft fentiments, and the
only memorial which they would lcave to
thofe who were to fucceed them—a vain
attempt, which time, that deftroys every
thing, has cntircly fruftrated. I prefented
them to my imagination as dying, and fill
ftriving, with fluttering fpecch, to utter a
few words. Opprefled with this fucceflion
of gloomy objeéts, I haftencd to the court,

2 a fpace
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a fpacc enclofed with lofty embattlcd walls,
covert ways, and embrafures for cannon;
every thing announced that the florms of
war had fucceeded the horrors of filence in
this fatal place; that this cdifice, torn from
the cenobites, who had raifed it with fo
much zeal and perfeverance, had at different
periods ferved as a retreat to the vanquithed,
or as an advanced poft to the victorious
army. .

The differences of ftyle in its conftruction
may ferve as a hiftory of this monument.
Being begun in the firft ages of catholicifm,
all that was then raifed ftill bears the mark
of greatnefs and magnificence : what war has
afterwards added has been done haftily, and
1s ftill more in ruins than the original con-
ftru&ion.. In the court a fmall church, built
of unbwjzks/, thews furtherthat a imaller
number of reclufe have returned aftera con-

fiderable
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fiderable time to refume pofleffion of thefe
walls; and finally, a more recent deftru&ion
feems to indicate that it is only a few ages
fince this fpot has been entirely given up to
the filence and defolation that prevails all
Around this gloomy edifice.

The detachment which had left me here
now came back for me, and it was like rifing
from the tomb. With regard to the quar-
ries which I found in the neighbourhood,
they are not thofe out of which the obelifks

T
were cut, for thefe are always of granite, and

v am——————

the granite rocks are ata diftance from this
{pot. “The rocks here _are free-flone; the
only objeés of curiofity ar¢"thé Tragments of
the inclined roads, over which the mafles of
fone werc rolled, and thus conduéted to the
river, to-be there embarked for the different
edifices where they were to be employed.

We learnt that the Mamelukes, who had
Vor. IL M fled
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fled before us at Damiet, had taken the de-
fert on the right bank of the river, and were
going down the ftream to rejoin Affan-Bey;
that Murad, after violent dcbat;:s, had col-
lected all the provifions which the upper
country would furnifh, and was returning by
the left fide through the defert, leaving be-
hind him only the aged Solyman, who kept
pofleflion of Bribe with eighty Mamelukes.
Having nothing more to do at Syene, we
left it the 25th of February. I could ftill
have willingly remained there a fortnight
longer, but I thould have feared to wait for
the burning winds of the fpring, and my
health had already had mful attack :
three days of eaft wind in January had made
the atmofphere as oppreffively hot as it is
with us in the dog days; to this had fuc-
ceeded fo cold a north wind, that in four

hours it had given me a fever. In hopes of
fome
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fome reft, I had put myfelf on board the
barks; they were to fail as high up ay the
troops, who were refuming the journey which
I had juft "taken; and I _hoped in travelling
by the river to fee Ombos, and the guarrits‘
of Gebel Silfilis, which I had paffed at fome!
diftance to my left, in my excurfion up the
ftream.

I was hardly embarked, when I experi-
enced all the inconveniences of this modc of
conveyance. The contrary wind, the ftu-
pidity of the natives, who could not be made
to work the veflcls, and the fruitlefs cries of
our provengals, every thing confpired to tor-
ment us. We were a long while working
up to Com-Ombos, and juft then the wind
became favourable for paffing it; our flotilla
were 'in'too much bafte for me to venture
to propofe ftopping there even a fingle hour,
fo that I had juft time to give it a glance in

M2 fuiling
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failing by, and to takc a hafty fkctch of the
general fite, and the fine pofition of the mo-
numents. The ancient Ombos, where the
crocodile was revered, is ftill called Com-

Y

'Ombos (the mountdin Ombos) and it is ﬁtu-

ated on an crp_gx_g_lcc, which commands the
country, and projcéts out to the very margin
of the river.  If all the fragments which are
here feen belonged to a fingle edifice, it muft
have been immenfe. In the eentreis a grand

portico of columns with wide capitals, in

very large proportion; on the fouth, one gate
is preferved entire; it joined a wall of cir-
cumvallation, which is deftroyed; at the
weft, and on the bank of the Nile, an cnor-
mous mole was raifed which is at prefent in
ruins at its upper part; the inu;xdations of

the river have laid bare its foundations for

fixty fect g depth, they were conftructed
with the fame folidity and magnificence as
the
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tiic ornamental part. ‘Towards the north, in
the fame direction, the remains of a_temple
or gallery may be feen, in fmaller proportion,
with columns and capitals. In the open
fpace between thefe two laft edifices, was a
parapct made of hewn ftone, which opened
to the view the grand tcf‘nple in the middle,
and muft have produced a theatrical and
magnificent effect. It is very well proved
that the Egyptians were more attached to

magnitude, even in producing picturefque
beauties, than regular fymmetry; they fup-
plied the want of this latter by noble piles
of buildings, by richnefs, by beautiful parts,

and by impreffive cffed@.  Were they wrong
in this idea ? The queftion is of confiderable

wagnitude. However this may be, and
whatever compofed the remainder of the an-
cient town of Ombos, it could not but offer
a very majeftic view when entire; fince, di-

M3 lapidated
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lapidated as it is, and encumbered with vile
huts, the forms of beauty which it difplays
produce a moft magic picture of fplendid
ruin to the beholder.

The next day I was more fortunate: we
anchored appofite the large quarries of free-
ftone cut in the mountains, which form the
banks of the Nile here on cither fide. This
- fpot is called Gebel Siliilis, and is fituated
between Etfu and Ombos. The ftone of

(thefe quarries being of an equal grain and
A guarr g qual g

uniform texturc throughout, blocks may be
cut out of them as large as can be defired ;
and it is doubtlefs to the beauty and unaltera-
bility of this matcrial, thaf we owe the vaft
fize and fine prefervation of the monuments

—————

which are our admiration at the prefent
time, fo many centuries after the date of their
conftru¢tion. From the_immenfe_excava-

tioris,, and the quantity of fragments which

may
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may ftill be feen in thefe quarries, we may
fuppofc that they were worked for fome
thoufands of years; and they alone might
have fupplied the materials emplo.ycd for the
greater part of the monuments of Egypt.

The diftance would, in fa&, prove no ob-
ftacle to the working of thefe quarrics, fince

the Nile, during its inundation, would con-

ftantly come and float the boats which were
—_

loaded during the dry feafon, and carry them

to the place of their deftination.

The mania of cre@ing monuments among

the Egyptians, thews itfelf on every fide in
A . . -

thefe quarries ; which, after having furnifhed

materials for the erection of temples, were

themfelves confecrated by monuments, and

e

decorated with rcligious edifices. On the

fhore of the Nile may be feen porticoes with
columns, entablatures, and cornices, covered

with hieroglzghic_s, all cut out of the folid
M 4 rock ;



\
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rock; and likewife a large aumber of tombs,
alfo hollowed out of the mountain. Thefe

tombs are {till very cMough they are

P -_—

disfigured with trenches and rubbifh.
In feveral of thefc tombs fmall private

chambers are found, many of which contain
Jlarge fealed ﬁgurcs; thefe chambers are
adorned with hi(_troglzghics traced on. the
rock, and terminated with coloured ftucco,
rgl;'cfcnting conftantly offerings of bread,

fruits, liquors, fowls, &c. The ceilings, alfo
of ftucco, are ornamented with painted fcrolls
in an exquifite tafte; the floor is inlaid with
a number of tombs of thc fame dimenfions
and form as are given to the cafes of mum-
mies, and equal in number to the fculptured
figures: thofe that reprefent men have fmall
fquare_beards, with a head-drefs _hanging
behind over the thoulders; the wm have
the fame drefles, but falling down in front

over
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over their naked necks. Thefe latter are
commonly reprefented with one arm paffing
within the arm of the figure befide them, !
and the other holding a lotus flower, a plant
of Acheron, the emblem of death. 'Fhe
tombs that contain but a fingle figure are

probably thofe of men aho have_died in
celibacy ; where three are contained, they
reprefent perhaps a hufband who had two
wives, either at one timc or fucceffively. The
accefs to thefe, tombs beipg always made
by v@_l could not obferve how they
were intended to open apd_fhut; all that I
could diftinguifh in the fragments that re-

mained was, that the doors were all deco- (

rated with jambs covered with hieroglyphics,
and furmounted with a coping, which forms

a cornice,-and-an. entablature on_which. a
P

winged globe is always fcnlptured.
On the fide of thefe doors I have often
met
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met with the figure of a woman in the at-
titude of grief; perhaps a widow lamenting
lthe lofs of her hufband. This is repre-
fented at Fig, 4. Plate LII.

The choice of this fituation for the habi-
tations of the dead, fhews, that at all times
in Egypt, the filence of the defert has been
the afylum of death, fince cven now the

Egyptians carry their dead into the defert

three leagues from their habitations, that the
dryncﬁ; of the fands may prcfervc them from
corruption; and they go thither ev every week
to pray over thefe tombs. I had irdly
drawn the moft intercfting of thefe quarries,
,when a favourable wind fummoned us on

board.
In approaching Efneh we again found

crocodiles : they are not to be feen at Syene,
n——

but re-appear above the cataraéts : they feem

to prefer certain reaches of the river, and
parti-
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particularly from Tentyra_to_Ombos; they
abound moft of all near jje_gm_&ntcs. We
here faw three of them; one, much larger
than the reft, was nearly twenty-five feet
log_g ; they were all_g_{_lgip, fo that we could
approach them within twenty paces, and
we had time to diftinguifh all the pecu-
liarities which give them fuch a_hideous
afpect : they refembled difinounted cannon.
I fired on one with a hcavz mufguct, the

ball ftruck him and rebounded from his

fca.alc_:i ; he made a lcap of ten feet, and dived

into the river.
Four leagues fhort of Efneh, I faw a quay

faced with ftone, on the edge of the river,

and two hundred yards further was a pyra-

midal gate much in_ruins, along with fix

columns of the portico and gallery of a tem-

ple, which muft have been dedicated to

-

Chnubis. We had a good wind, and it
would
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would have been a crime of treafon againft
the fervice to requeft a delay for the purpofe
of making a drawing, fo that I could only
take a'fketch of it as we pafled by.

Half a league lower we faw four other
crocodiles.

At day-break we arrived at Efnch. On
Janding I heard the drums beat to mufter
dhe forces. I had had already enough of
travelling by water, fo that in ten minutes
after fetting foot on thore I was_on horfc-
‘back, turning my back on Apollinopolis agd
Lafggg_!is, many particulars of which I ftll
Lad to examinc. But fuch was the chance
of war; and I ought to think myfelf very
happy that the obftinacy of Murad had
caufed me to vifit Syene. He appeared to
have had no other plan than that of conftant
perfeverance, following everyday the impulfe,
of the moment, and the event of circum-

ftances.
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The coalition of the beys was alrcady

broken; Solyman had rcmained at Deir;
Affan, with forty Mamelukes, had feparated
from Murad as high as Efneh, and had gone
up ftill higher ta Etfu; all the fheiks on the
left fide muft have parted from him lower
down; and Murad himfelf, left alone with
his threc hundred Mamelukes, ‘}:;d been
about to defcend helow Siut, but being met
at Suhama, bclovx ~§i§geh, by General

Fiiand, who had broken the aflembly of
troops, which he was again colle&ing, he

took the road to Eluah, one of the oafes,

where he remained, waiting to fce what
chance might turn out in his favour. There
had been two actions between the Mecca
foldiers and General Friand on the left bank,
between Thebes and Kous; fix hundred of
thefe adventurers had perithed in the two

encounters; but it was faid that the fheref
of
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of Mecca himfelf was advancing with fix

thoufand trodps to join the eight or nine
hundred that remained out of the firft

crufade. !

CHAP-
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CHAPTER XV,

Arrival at Hermontis—Vifit the Necropolis of
Thebes—Arrive at Kous— Capture of the
Flotilla by the Meccans—Battle of Benhute
—UFortrefs flormed—Critical Situation of
the French Army—Reach Keneh— Attempt
to furprife the Encmy—Retreat of the Ma-
melukes inlg _the Defert—New Pofition of
the Army.

‘/ TE arrived at Hermontis in the morn-

. ingof the 4th of March. We there
halted, in orderata procure intclligence of
the Mamglgkes, _the Meccans, gnd the
feveral detachments of Qurgumy, which was
at this moment diftributed over a_ cgfﬁdcr-

able extent of country,
1 Having
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Having already fcen the temple here,
was rcduced to a fecond vifit to the hiero-
glyphics, and I took drawings of all thofe
that appeared to me the moft ufeful to be
prefented to the refearches of the learned on
my return. (S_Ec Plate LX. Figs. 2, 3, 4,
and 5.)

I had now a better opportunity of ob-
ferving the fite of the ancient town, which
had had a wall of cirécumvallation, and
feveral temples.  But for ever temples! not
a fingle public edifice, not a fingle houfe, nor
even royal palace, which had been able to
refift the ravages of time! ‘What then were
the _pcople, and who the fovereigns? It
thould feem that the former were compofed
of flayes, the latter pious leaders, and the
priefts humble and hypocritical dconts, con-
cealing their tyranny from the pcople by the
name of a vain monarch, and pofleffing all

3 ti}c
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the fcience that was then known, which

they wrapped up in emblem and myftery,

to puta barrier between them and the peo-

ple. The kmg was ferved by priefts, coun-
felled by priefts, fed by them, inftru@ed by

them ; every morning, after havir;g drefled
LY

him up, they read to him the dutics of a

fov_e_:gilgn towards his people, and towards
his religion ; they then led him to the tem-
ple; and the reft of the day, like the doge of
Venice, he was never without fix_counfel-

lors, who ftill were priefts. ' With fuch pre-

cautions, they might perhaps be tolerably
fecure of never having a very bad king ; but
what was the gain for the people, if the
priefts fugﬁpig;?i his placc? The o.n_l“y two
fovereigns who, according to hiftory, dargd
to fhake off the yoke, werc Cheops and Ce-
ph.x;c_xlss, who fhut up the tcmglcs for gwenty

years; but thefe were regarded as impious
Vou. I N and
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and rebellioys princes, and were recorded as
fuch in the annals which the priefts com-
pofed and handed down to pofterity.

The palace with a hundred chambers, the
on]y.rlla_.‘cc mentioned in the hiftory of
Egypt, was the work of a new form of go-

vernment, in wh":_gh the priefts could no
longer poffefs the fame influence.  The
famous canals, of which hiftory fpegks fo
pompoufly, have preferved no magnificence,
.have neither caufeways nor fluices, and the
only facings and quays that I have met with
on the banks of the Nile are very trifling
works, compared to thofe coloffal and im-

mortal temples, whofe precinés occupied
a very large proportion of tl:e___}gzcc included
within the walls that furrounded the towns.
The jefuits of Paraguay, perhaps, might
have gt us into the fecret of -the fyftem of

theocgatic dominion; and in this cafe I
thould
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thould fee in the rich country of Egypt no-

thing but a gloomy and myfterious govern-
ment, weak kings, and a fad unhgppy people.

On the 8th we fet out on our.march to
meet Ow, who, we were informed,
was to pafs the Nile at Kengh. I had again
the mortification of croffing the ground oc-
cupicd by the ancient Th;pcs, with ftill lefs
opportunity of cxamining it than at firft;
without meafuring a fingle column, without
taking a fingle fketch, without approaching
a fingle monument, we followed the courfe
of the Nile, avoiding both the temples of
Medinet-Abu, the Memnonium, the temples
of Kurnu, which I paficd on my left, and

thofe of Lyxor and Karnak on my right—
. _ . i'

ftill temples—nothing but tcmplcs ! and not

a veftigg of the hundred Eatcs fo cclebrated

in hiftory ; no walls, quays, bridges, baths, or
theatres ; not a fingle cdifice of public utility

Qo
N2 or
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or convenience: notwithftanding all the
pains which I togk in the refearch, I could
find nothing but tcmples, walls covered with
obfcure emblems, and hicroglyphics, which

attefted the afcendency of the Erieﬁhood,
who ftill feemed to reign over thefe mighty

ruins, and whofe empirc conftantly haunted
my imagination.

The fpace occupied by this mcompre-
henfible town, now infolds four villages and
as many hamlets, which appcar thinly fcat-
tered over vaft ficlds; as a few wild fhoots
rccall to the pafienger the exiftence of fome
flately tree, cglg_bgﬁ_tf_‘d by the majcﬁz of its
fhade, or the abundance of its fruit;__guit-
ting with regret this famous diftgict, we halt-
ed in the village on the weft fide, the quarter
of the ancic:;wp& where I again
found the inhabitants of Kurnu difputing
our entrance into the t}ﬁfzs, which thc)“r‘had

taken
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taken as theirafylum. 'We muft have killed
them before we could perfuade them that
we did not mean them any harm, and we
had not time to enter into difpute; we
therefore eontented ourfelves with blockad-
ing the openings, whilft we took a fhort re-
paft on the fpot, and I took advantage of this
halt to finifh my drawing of the defert, and
the outer view of thefe habitations of the
dead. (See Plate XXI1. Fig. 2.)

Towards the evening one of our fpies gave
us notice, that the foldiers from Mecca,
united to Ofman-Bey, were entrenched at
Benhute, three leagues hefore Kench, where
they were waiting for us : he told us further,
that they had artillery with them, and that
they were determincd on hoftilities, and on
taking the chance of a battle ; and added,
that they had ftopped feveral of our barks on
the Nile; and after ean ob&ipatc combat, in

N3 which
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which many of the peafants and Mecccans
bad been killed, the French had becn over-
powered by numbers, and had been all_xll_ai'-
facred. 'We flept on the banks of the river,
and this was to be pafled beforc we could
come up with the enemy ; fo we waited for
our barks to comeup. W< {oon were con-
vinced, beyond a doubt, that we were feen
by the enemy from the oppofite thore, for we
perceived armed horfemen conftantly pafling
and repaffing. We then marched back to
meet our convoy, which we foon joined ;
and all the rcft of the day was employed in
the paflage of the river, which we made
good at El Kamoutch. On the 10th we
refumed our march, and on our arnival at
Kous, the report which we had heard in the
cvening was confirmed.

Kaus, which is placed at the entrance of
the opening of the defert which lcads to

Berenice
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Berenice and Coaffeir, is ftill beautiful on the

fouth fide. Its immenfe plantations of me-
lons, and its numerous and abundant gar-
dens, muft-make 1t appear delicious to the
inhabitants of the fhores of the Red Sea, and
to the thirfty travellers who have juft croffed
the defert. It has fucceeded to the commerce
and catholic eftablifhment of Copthos; for
the Copts are ftill its moft numerous in-
habitants. Their zeal induced them to come
and give us all the intelligence which they
had been able to colleét, and they accom-
panied us in perfon, and followed us with
their good wifhes to the very confines of their
territory. I was ftruck with the fincere in-
tereft which the fheik exprefled for our fate,
who, believing that we were marching on to
certain death, gave us the moft circumftan-
tial adyvice, without concealing from us any

of the dangers to which we were expofed,
N4 advifed
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advifed us with great judgment on every
particular which could render the encounter
lefs fatal to us, followed us as far as he could,
and parted from us with tears in his eyes.
D_E@i_x had betore been a week at Kous, and
had feen much of the ftheik ; and the tender
intereft which the latter fhewed for us, was
the natural rcfult of the favourable opinion
which he muft have formed of the frank and
communicative difpofition of our leader, and
of that mild and unvarying cquity which
afterwards obtained for him the title of z4e
Juft; the moft honourable appellation which
could be obtained by a conqucror and a
ftranger, arrived in an enemy’s country on
purpofe to make war.

w ¢ took but little hced of the battle
which it sas faid our boats had been engaged
in, and we were far from having a juft idea

of the importance of the intelligence given
us,
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us. We were now but four' leagues off the
enemy ; an hour after our march through
Kous, we obferved, at the foot of the defert,
the ruins_of Copthos, famous in the fourth
century by its commerce with the eaft: no-

thing of its ancient fplendour can be diftin-

guifhed ; but the extent of the heaps of ruins -

with which it is furrounded, points out that
of the fite of the ancient city. All that re-
mains of the old town, is as dry and unin-
habited as the defert, on the lzgrcqi_g_gf which
it is fituated.

We were fcarcely patt Copthos, when we
were informed that the enemy had begun
their march; we halted, and after a flight
repaft, refumed our courfe to meet them.
We foon perceived their ftandards, which
were diftributed over more than a league of
ground; we continued to advance in the
order that we had firft taken, that is to fay,

a fquarg

3|
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a fquarg battalion, flanked with a fingle
threc-pounder ficld-piece, and fiftcen ca-
valry; we looked like a ﬁgglgpg;_g;_gmmg
acrofs aline. 'We foon heard the fhouts of
the enemy, and we came to ation at a vil-
lage, which the extremity of their line had
juft occupied; we detached our mark{men,
who immediately were clofely engaged with
them; but, notwithftanding feveral thot from
our field-piece, they did not give way, for
their rath valour fupplicd the want of fuffi-
cient arms. After this advanced body had
been cut to picces, rather than routed, we
found more refiftance in the villages, where
the enemy were more on an cquality with
us, by having fome fire-arms, and the' pro-
te@ion of walls; we however repulfed them
as far back as another village, a quarter of a
league farther off. At this moment the
Mamelukes began to parade bctorc us, and

to
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to makea feint of charging our right, to di-
vert us from purfuing the advantage that we
had juft gained over their ally : however, we
marched firaight up to them, without dif-
continuing' the engagement with the Mec-
cans: oﬁr determined advance, and fome
difcharges of canﬁoq, delivered us from the

Mamelukes, who were not fo much in earneft

as the Mf:gq_qps, and only withed to try if
the number and valour of their allies would
compel us to detach againft them fo many
of our men as would weaken our grand
{quare, and allow them to charge us with
advantage. Having diflodged the infantry‘of
our e.‘rllcmy from the fecond village, we came
to a fmall plain before Benhute, where we
knew that the greater body of the enemy
was entrenched, and to which all the fugi-
tives had retired. -Wc’: cxpeA&cd to have a
bloody battle, but not to be cannonaded in

2 form
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form by a battery which _fired both grape
and bullets, which reached our fquare, and
even went beyond us. I now faw death
clofc at my fide; in the fhort’ time of ten

minutes that we ftopped, three perfons were
killod whilfe I was fpeaking to them. 1

darcd no longer to fpeak to any one, for the
laft was ftruck bya ball, which we both faw

coming up ploughing thc ground before | it,
and appearing to be almoft fpent. My friend
hifeed up his foot to let it pafs him, when a
fudden leap of the ball ftruck him on the
heel, and tore the mufcles of his leg, making
a wound which the next day proved fatal to

ttus young officer, as we wanted the necef-
fary mftruments for amputation. |

We fancied that, according to the cuftom
of the country, their Aun‘g_l_ggg'l_t_ggi_ picces were
capable but of onc diretion: we were,

however, not a little furprifed, on perceiving
that
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that their balls followed our movements, fo
as to oblige us to quicken our pace in poft-
ing ourfelves in front of the village, where
we maintaimred the a&ion, while the carabi-
niers and chafleurs procecded to turn their

battery, and to carry it at t}_x_g__bgyppca’s

point. The moment the drums beat to
charge, thc Mamelukes came forward to the
attack of our c_ar_zil_)inicrs, who, after -having
received them with a difcharge of mufketry,
by which they were repulfed, ftormed and
carried the battery, making a general maf-
facre of all all thofe who ferved the guns.

Thefe guns were French; and were found

on infpeion to have belonged to the ltalie,

the commodore’s bark of our flotilla. We

were in hopes that after this important cap-

ture the battle would terminate, by the dif-
perfion or flight of the army of Meccans: a
part of this army, however, maintained its

ground
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ground for a confiderable time in a {mall
grove of palm-trees; while the other part,
which was ftill more numerous, made a
kind of retreat, which we dared not harafs,
fince, whenever we pafle? beyond the
thickets and enclofed grounds to make a
rapid movement, the Mamelukes, by whom
we were conftantly flanked, had it in their
power to attack and drive us back. It was
therefore neceflary to march in order of bat-
tle, and with the troops formed to receive
them. During fix hours we had been un-
ceafingly engaged with an enemy, undifci-
plined it is true, but brave, fanatic, and of
tenfold ou? hg@ber, who attac_l_{_gd___ yyiglfu
and made an obftinate refiftance, never,-r-e-,
treating unlefs in a body, infomuch, that it
became necefary to cut off in detail the de-
tachments as they advanced. Worn out,
and panting with the cxtreme heat, we
ftopped
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ftopped a moment to take breath. We were
utterly deftitute of water, of which we never
had ftood fo much in need. I recolle find-
ing, in the heat of the action, a jug of water
at the extremity of a wall, and that, not
having time to drink, I poured the water on
my bofom, to allay the burning heat by
which I was tormented.

So long as our encmies kept pofleflion
of their batteries, they retreated confidently,
having frefh fupplies of men on whom to de-
pend. We were then of opinion that it
was their intention to bring us, by a feigned
retreat, within the reach of thefe batterics.
But when they had loft them, we confidered -
that, as the fmall wood to which they had
retreated was become their laft and only
point of defence, they would either try the
chance of a dcci@vc action, or would fwim

.acrofs the Nile, or, laftly, would join the
' Mame-
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Mamelukes, and difappear with them, whicl
it was impoffible for us to prevent. On
drawing near to the wood, we perceived,
however, that it contained a large village,
with a fortrefs belonging to the Mameclukes,
provided with baftions and battlements, the
approach to which was rendered ftill more
difficult, as the enemy were provided with
arms and ammunition of every defcription,
which we found to have belonged to us,
both by the diftance the balls were fent, and

by the balls themfelves. We were employed
for upwards of two hours in attacking this
fortrefs on cvery fide, without being able
to find any point from which the ecnemy did
not affail us fuccefsfully. We had fixty

men killed, and as many wounded.  On the
approach of night we fct firc to the houfes
in the vicinity, took poflcflion of a mofque,
cut off the enemy's retreat by the Nile, and

cndea-
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‘endeavoured to mount afrefh the guns we
had recaptured. On their fide, the befieged
were employed in augmenting the number
of their battlements, in conftru&ing low
batteries, and in pointing guns which they
had not as yet brought into ufe. Several
peafants, who had efcaped both from the fire
of the befiegers and from that of the be-
fieged, found their way to us, and informed
us, that on the day after the departure of
General Defaix in purfuit of Murad-Bey,
the Meccans, who had recently quitted the
defert, attac'lfgcj_tl}g !@E@Eclg_l}g - flotilla une
der her érotc&ion ; and’ that, after a fevere
confli& of twenty hours, the crew of the
commodore’s bark had run her aground, and,
from an apprehenfion of being boarded had
fet fire tq her, and gone on bpard the fmall
barks. That having been prevented by a
gale of wind from keeping out to fea, and.

Vor. IL o . being
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being exhaufted by the numbers and impe-
tuofity of the afailants, the wholc of thefc
unfortunate men had been killed. They
added, that fince that time the Meccans had
been employed in colleing all the means
of attack and defence with which their
conqueft fupplied them. That they had
funk one of our veflels, to force all thofe whe
fhould navigate the river to pafs within
reach of their battery; and had thus ren-
dered themfelves mafters of the Nile. And,
laftly, that, notwithftahding all the loffes
they had fuftained in men, they were ftil}

At day-break we began .to batter the for-
trefs with a view of making a breach: as
it was, however, conftrufled of uglia:_lsgd
bricks, each bullet fimply made a hole, with-
o;;.bringing down any part of the build-
ipg. The flames at the fame time made

no
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no progrefs on account of the court-yards
which feparated the principal building from
the circumvallation. At nine in the morn-
ing the Mamelukes advanced with their ca-
m__els, as if with a view to throw fuccours
into the place. A party was fent out againft
them, and they retreated after a flight re-
fiftance. General Beliard, perceiving that
the refilt of the palliative means which
had hitherto been employed had been a lofs

of time and of men, gave orders for an

affault, which was given and received with
u;;:;mplcd valour. The firft circumvalla-
tion was opened under the enemy’s fire;
and, notwithftanding the inceflant dif-
charges of mufquetry of the befieged, by
whom a fortic was made, combudtible mat-
ters were introduced which annoyed them
in thc'iﬂr retreat. One of their magazines
blew up, and the flames ::xtendcd them-

Oz2 felves
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felves in every dircction. As they wers
vuthout water, they extinguifhed the ﬁre
vuth their fect and hands, and even endea-

voured to fmother it by throwing themfelves

on it. They were feen, black and naked,
runmng_ﬁt_l_l_rpp_gh the flames, and refembling
fo many devils in hell: I could not view
them without an emotion of hotror blended
with admiration. Intervals of tranquillity
fuccecded, during which a folitary voice
was heard, which was anfwered by facred
hymns and warlike fhouts. They then
rufhed on us from all fides, notwﬁhftandmg
the certainty of death.

, Towai'ds the clofe of the evening we
ftormed ; and this operation was long and
terrible. Twice we penetrated into the in-
terior of the fortrefs, and twicc we were
driven_from thence. I was not fo much
tcrnﬁed by the lofles we fuftaincd, as by the

tefle&ion.
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refle@ion, that we had freth efforts to make
againft an_enemy whom we could not in-.
timidate. Iknew befides, that we were re-
duced to our laft” box of carttiggés. In the
latter of thefe two attempts to ftorm, Cap-
tain Bulliot, an officer of diftinguifhed
bravery, but rafh, heedlefs, and imprudent,
perithed.  Having a forcboding of his ap-
proaching diffolution, he drew me towards
him, fqueezed_my hand, and bade mec a

mournful adieu. A moment after, I faw him

dragging himafelf along on his hands and feet,

and cndcavouring to fnatch himfelf from the
jaws of death.

When night drew on, hoftilities were
fufpended.  As we had Essn engaged during
two days, it was neceflary to take 3 little

preath.
Painful duties fucceeded to the ‘dangers
of the combat. 'We heard the cries of the
03 ;avggn_dcd,
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wounded, to whom we had no, remedies to
adminifter, and on whom we could not
perform the moft urgent operations for want
of inftruments.  Our loffes in men had been
very confiderable, and we had ftill many
enemies to fubdue.  The neceflity of {paring
our gallant troops made us fubftitute to an
attack by ftorm the expedicnt of fetting fire

to the enemy’s buildings. For this purpofe
. e .
two fires were kindled ; pofts were ftationed
at all the avenues ; and thefe pofts were re-
lieved from time to time to render the duty
Iefs fevere. As qur danger required an ex-
atnefs of fervice and difcipline, the troops
repofed in battle array. Towards the middle
of the night, a!‘lzi"s, followed by a fhe-afs,
entered the quarters at full fpeed. In a mo-
ment every one was up and at his poft, amid .
a filence and a good order as ftriking as the

occafion was ridiculous.
An

-
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An unfortunate coptic bifhop, a prifoner
——

in the fortrefs, made his efcape, under fhelter
of the darknefs of the night, with a .few
followers, and, having been_expofed in his
flight to the fire of our advanced pofts, reach-
ed us, covered with wounds and contufions.
After having taken fome_refrethments, he
entercd into a detail of the horrors from
which he had juft efcaped.  During the laft
twelve hours, the befieged had been without
water ; their walls werg _heated through ;

their {wollen tongues choked up the paffage

of the air; and, in fhort, their fituation
was terrible. In reality, _a_@_vy minutes after,
and an hour before the break of day, thlrty
of the befieged who were~the beft armed,

forced a pafia ge threngh one of our advanced
‘pofts. At day-brcak our troops entered by

the breaches the firc had made, and put to
the fword thofe who, notwithftanding they
04 wéte
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were half roafted alive, fiill offered a refifts
ance. One of them, who appeared to be a

chief, was brought to the general. He was
in fo fwollen 8 ftate, that in endeavouring to
ftoop to feat himfelf, his i}ir;__g_:_a_gked in
every part. . “ If,” faid he, ¢ I am brought
“ hither to be killed, Ibeg that you will
¢ haften to put me out of my mifery.” He

was accompanied by a flave, who regarded
his mafter with {o deep an expreflion of grief,
that I felt an efteem both for one and the
other. The dangers by which this flaye was
furxouhdcd could not draw afide for a mo-
ment his aﬁ'c&ionati concern for his mafter.
He lived for him alone: he viewed him; and
could fe¢ no, other obje@. What looks!
how tender and how_deep a_melancholy!

How good muft he have been, who was thus )
chcriﬂ;éd by his flave! However deplorable
his lot, I could, not h};lp envying him who

was
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was thus- beloved. Recurring to my own
fituation, [ faid to myfelf :—To fatisfy an
idle_and vain_curiofity, here I am, at the
diftance of g thoufand leagues from France,
furrounded by my valiant countrymen,
among whom I feek a friend. Yefterday I
was in the company of warriors, whofe ex-
cellent qualities [ efteemed, and whofe tranf-
cendant bravery I admired: to-day I attend
their funeral; and to-morrow I fhall abandon
their remains on the ftrange foil to which
my ill fated fteps have drawn me. It was
but juft now that a young man, replete with
health and courage, braved the enemy, whom
he was about to combat. 1 faw him attack
I faw him fall ; and I heard the accents of
grief which fuccceded the expreffions of his
valorous impetuofity. He called in vain;
and as he dragged himfelf along, the fire

commu-
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communicated to the cartridges he had about
him. His body and limbs were mutilated by
the explofion ; but ftill his voice was heard,

I faw him expire ; and to-morrow—to-mor-
row the poft he held will confole for his lofs
the companion by whom he is to be fuc-
cecded. O man! from what fource do you
draw your virtues, if fuch ignoble paffions
lurk in the moft honourable of all profef-
fions ? This is a cruel egotifm which misfor-
tunc does not corre@, and which becomes
strocious, fceing that danger forbids it to be
concealed. In a ftate of warfare it is beft
sppreciated, and its terrible effects more par-
ticularly felt. Let us dire&t our view, how-
ever, to the advantageous fide of the pro-
feflion. '

On the morning of the 23d of March,
General Beliard had the happinefs to beftow
a pardon on the Br_ifgngrs he had made, and,

by
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by difmiffing them, to make them acquaint-
cd with our generofity, and with the diffe-,
rence of our cuftoms from theirs. Several

of them, imp_rg_@'c(_l__ yyi_t.h__ggititudQ, and with

tears in their eyes, afked permiffion to fol-
low us.

The Mamelukes again made their ap-
pearance. On our going out to meet them,
wec found that this was a falfe attack which
they had contrived, to give them time to
load their camels with water. As we had
put an end to the fiege, we purfued them
to the defert, where we had an opportunity

to fcec all their forces collected together.
They confifted of a thoufand horfes, as many
camels, and about :.vfg thoufand foot. The

reft of their army was made up of the Mec-
cans, whom they had fo perfidioufly drawn
into their quarrcl, and whom they afterwards
abandoned in fo daftardly a way. We fan-

cied
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cied at firft that they were about to pene-
tratc into thc defert: they, however, took
up their ftation on the rifing ground, regu-
lating thcir movements by ours, and having
in their rear horfemen, who apprized them
by difcharges of mufketry of the halts we
made, as well as of our advances. We felt
more than cver of how little utility it was to
purfuc them when they would not fight,
and how impofiible it was to furprize them
in a country where they had, on each fide
of the river, a retreat always open to them,
and which would be fecured to them fo long
as they thould be fuperior in cavalry, and
fhould be able to protect their camels. We
thercfore gave up an ufelefs purfuit, and very
wifely returncd to fecure and prote@ our
barks. The remainder of the day was fpent
by the general in colle@ing together and
putting on board the guns, ammunpition, and

2 warlike
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warlike implements which we had recap-
tured. :

It is not until the paroxyf'm is* paft that
the fick man finds the fever to have ex-
haufted his ftrength. While the engmy had

fired on us with oar own powder and balls,

we had not calculated how much of thefe
articles it was ncceflary to expend, to exhauft
or recover what had been taken from us.
But, now that we were more tranquil, we
reckoned an hundred and fifty men in killed
and wounded, that is to fay, that we had

e e e e

gambled in a lottery in which every feventh
ticket was_a Dblank; and we found that,
having been at the expence of fupplying both
fides w1t_}l___ar~p__n_n_xpltlon, we had fcarcely
enough left to venturc oma combat. Lattly,
we confidered that the ammunition whicle
was to fupply our confumption had been

deftroyed, together with all thofe by whom
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it was guarded; and that we were an hun=
dred and fifty leagues from Cairo, where out
neceflities were altogether unknown. Dur-
ing a confli¢t of three days and two nights, }
could not fufficiently admire: thc.c:);lncﬁs

SR

and 1ntreprdity of General Beliard ; and I
was not lefs edified by his intelligence in the
adminiftration of affairs during the interval
which followed this confli&, lefs brilhant
in its nature than it was perilous. The
flighteft mifconduct would have put the
finifhing ftroke to the misfortune of thelofs
of our fleet, a difafter which his prudent in-
telligence could not repair, but the worlft
confequences of which it- had at leaft the
effect of averting. .
While the fate of fuch of the inhabitants
of Benhut as had remained quietly there was
under difcuflion, as well as that of thofe who
had fled, I was not a little furprifed at find-

ing,
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ing, at the pofts we occupied in-the village,
feveral women in the company of our fol-
diers, whofe eafe and gaiety I confidered as
an illufion. .I could not perfuade myfelf but
that they were familiar with our language.
Each of them had made her choice frecly,
and they all appeared perfectly well fatisfied.

Some of them were very pretty; and it was
1o novel a thing to be fed, attended, and well
treated by their conquerors, that I am of opi-
nion they would willingly have followed the
army. To belong is {o entirely their dettiny,
that nothing but a fenfe of obedience could
have induced them afterwards to return
under the domination of their*fathers and
hufbands. In fuch a firange predicament,
they are not received with that fcrupuloutly
inexorable jealoufy which charaéterizes the
orientals. ‘It was owing to the war,” fay
“ they; we were unable to defend them.

« They
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* They have fubmitted to the law of the
“ vanquifhers, and are not more tarnifhed on
¢ that account, than wé are dithonoured by
“ the wounds we have recciyed.” In this
way they again_enter the harem; and there
is never any altercation about what has
pafled. By fuch nice diftinétioris as thefe
jealoufy is refined, and becomes a noble_paf-
fion, of which man may even boaft.

- We were informed that the theik who
coﬁlmandcd, or who rather exhorted the
Meccans, had made his efcape towards the
clofe of the preceding night; and that during
the fiege he had pr_ayéd without ﬁg_}ging,
quitting his* retreat from time to time, and

faying to his followers: ¢ I pray heaven for
“ you; itis your duty to fight for the divi-
“ nity.” It was after thefe exhortations that
we hcard the piogi l}lx_rgns, which were fol-
lowed by warlike fhouts, fortics, and general
difcharges of mufketry.
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On the 11th of April we marched towards
Kench, to afcertain whether therg were any
Meccans in that quarter, and what was be-
come of General Defaix. Our progrefs was
interrupted by thofe particular winds, which,
notwithftanding the fky is clear and un-
clouded, fill the air with fo much fapd, that'
it is neither day nor night.  Our barks not
being able to proceed, we were obliged to
ftop within a quarter of a league of that fatal
Be_x_l_b}_xtc, the recolleétion of which was fo
diftrefling to us. At ninc in the morning of
the following day we reached Kench, where
we found letters from General Defaix, who
of our fleet. The city had been freed from
our enemies, and the inhabitants came out to
meet us,

Kench has fucceeded Kous, -as Kous had
fucceeded Coptos. Its fituation has this ad-

Vor. IL p vantage,
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vantage, that it is immediately at the entrance

of the defert, and on the bank of the Nile.
L p——— N

It has never been fo flourithing as the above-

mentiopcd cities, becaufe its exiftence is
datéd after the commerce of India had been
diverted, and in a manner annihilated, either
by the Qii:covcry of the route to India by the
Cape of Good Hope, or by the tyranny of
the government of Egypt. Its commerce
being confined to the paflage of the pilgrims,
was very inconfiderable, unlefs at the time

when the great caravan was on its route. It

s here that the pilgrims of the oafis in Liybia,

together with thofe of Upper Egypt, and a
_few Nubians, take in their fupplies, provid-

ing not only what is neceflary for the paffage
acrofs the defert to Cofleir, but alfp for the
journcy to Gidda',A Medina, and Mecca, as
well as for their return from thence. Théy
are under the neceffity of doing this, becaufc,

the
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the above cities being fituated oh a flinty
defert, the inhabitants have no otheér re-
fource except the gold they amafs,* info-
much that if, thanks to fanaticifm, M_gt_:_c_.'__a
has continued to be a point of contaét be-
tween India, Africa, and Europe, it has like-
wifc become an abyfs, in which a population
of an hundred and twenty thoufand fouls
abforbs the gold of India, of Afia Minor, and
of every part of Africa.

Our movements towards Syria,‘ and our
war with Egypt, having ruined the caravan
of 1798, and broken up, for the following
year, all thofe of Europe and of Africa, at
the fame time that the Indians could find
nothing to barter for the commodities they
had bgen at the pains of bringing to Mecca,

¥ At Mecca the pound of bread cofts from eight to
ten fous, '(from four to five pence) which is an enormous

price in the eaft.

P2 ' the
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ihc commerce of that city, which had beex
falling off for a confiderable time, muft have
fuftained during thofe two years an almoft
irrepdrable lofs. In certain cafes, when the
fp;ing of an old machine breaks, the ma-
chinc“i'tfcl,f ttémblcs in pieces. It is therefore
not furprifing, tﬁ whéamrc& was blend-
ed with fanaticifm, the crufade of Mecca

fhould have been got rcady with fo much
celerity, and fhould halvc oppoﬁm:d‘mib us all
the fury which the moft violent ﬁd{ﬁgns can
kindle.

General Beliard would have purfued the
terrified Mamelukes and the vanquifhed
Meccans, but could not take the ficld with-
out ammunition, of which we were entirely
deftitute. We were under the neceflity,
during our ftay at Keneh, of fortifying the
houfe ir which ‘W& lodged, and which be-
came the head-quarters. ” We could learn

” nothing
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nothing of any of our detachments, not even
of General Defaix; and the country was co-
vered by enemies, difi)erfed in every direc-
tion, who either fell in with and murdered
our emiffaries, or prevented them from pur-
fuing their way, keeping us in an ifolated
ftate, fo as to excite no {mall apprehenfions,
The indefatigable Defaix had, in the mean
time, purfued the Mamelukes to Siut, had
forced Murad-Bey to feek fhelter in the
oafis, and had detached General Friand to
the right bank of the Nile, to preferve a line
parallel to his own, and to purfue Elfi-Bey
and the difperfed bodies o%n;g_lgkcs. After
thefe operations, he paid us a vifit at Keneh,
and afforded us the means of again taking the
field.

- We proceeded towards Kous, where the
Mecgans had pofted .themfelves, and from
whence they made incurfions igte the vile

Ps lagcs'
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lages on both fides the river, plundering and
putting to death both Copts and Chriftians,
and carrying off others to oblige them to pay-
a ranfom. We quitted Keneh during the
night, with an intention to furprife them,
and, with a view of deceiving their advanced
pofts, marched along the defert. When we
reached the village where they had been en-
camped, they were no longer to be found,
having fet out from thence at the fame time
that we had left Keneh. They had taken the
defert with the Mamelukes, and had repair-
ed to the Kittah.

To take the defert in Upper Egypt is, in
the . foldier’s phrafe, not only to quit the cul-
tivated grounds, and proceed to the fands, by
which they are bounded to the rig‘ht‘ and
left, but alfo to penctrate into the ftraits
which crofs-the. two. chains, hence thefe be-

come. pofitions, and, in. a.manner, pofts
' , which
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which it is of importance to occupy and de~
fend. The Mamelukes had the advantage
of us, in confequence of being acquainted
with all thefe pofitions, and of knowing the
number of_fountains which might there be
met with. In the valley which leads from
Cofleir to the Nile, there are four of thefe
fountains; onc at the diftance of half a day’s

journey from Coffeir. the water of which is
fit for camels only; the fecond, at the dif-

tance of a day’s journey and a half from the

preceding one ; and next to that of the Kit-

tah, at thc famc diftance with the fecond.

The latter is of great importance when ‘the

defert is to be occupied, fince it is fituated

at a' point where threc roads branch out.

- The firft of thefe roads, which runs to the
fouth-weft, leads to Redifi, where it termi-

nates. The fecond, which runs almoft due

weft, terminates at Nagadi; and the third,

P4 which
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which takes a north-weft dire&ion, leads to
Birambar, where the fourth fountain is
fituated. From Birambar three roads of the
fame length lead to Kous, to Keft or Coptos,

and to Keneh. ) o
General Defaix conceived the plan of
blocking up the Mamelukes in the defert, or
at leaft of cutting off their communication
with the Nile, and of impeding their move-
ments, preventing them from feparating their
forces without a rifk of being cut off, and
reducing them at length by famine. After
_having left three hundred men and feveral
ficld-pieces at Keneh, he took up his pofition
at Birambar, with feveral corps of infantry,
cavalry, and artillery. On our fide we were
fent, after having been reinforééd by the
twenty-firft brigade of light-infantry, to oc-
cﬁpy the paffage of Nagadi. Redifi wasim-
prudently ﬁcglc&cd ; or, rather, apprehen-
" - fions
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fions were cntertained that the troops might
be too much difperfed. If the ftrait of Redifi
cauld have been occupied, all the Beys on
the right bank of the river would have been
forced to furrender; Murad-Bey would have
been the only one we thould have had to
purfue, and no further diverfions could have
been dreaded. ‘

The hopes of feeing Thebes, in the di-
rection of which we were to march, made
me joyfully turn my back once more on
Cairo. It was my deftiny to attach myfelf
to thofe who were to proceed the greatefk
diftance up the country ; and I accordingly
followed General Beliard. 1was foon after
to join once more General Defaix ; and on
the evenipg before we parted we formed a
thoufand projects for the future. OQur adieus
were, howevcr, of a melancholy caft; and on

this occafion our fcpatation was to me more
' diftrefling
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diftrefling than ever. Could I imagine that,
young as he was, it would fall to his lot to
leave me in the career I had to run, and that
I thould remain to regret his lofs ? We fe-
parated, and I have never feen him fince,
Our detachment had proceeded a league,
when the brave Latournerie galloped up to
me: hc came back to bid me adieu. We
had- a great affection for cach other; and,
moved as I was by this mark of his tender-
nefs, I was, rotwithftanding, ftruck by his
emotion. We did'not embrace each other
without fhedding a few tears. The pro-
feffion of arms n;ay ‘harden thofe whofe tem-
perament is cold and frigid; but its horrors
do riot weaken the fenfibility of tender fouls.”
Connections formed'amid the har®hips and
dangers of an expedition fuch ‘as that of
Egypt become unchangeable. The parties
enter into a bond of Ttllowfhip ; and when

T 7 . this
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this union is cemented ftill more by a
conformity of character, fate cannot de-
ftroy it without embittering the remainder
of life.

CHAP-
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CHAPTER XVL

Ruins of Kous and in the Nei,g'hbour/;zoad—--
Arrival at Nagoadi—Wretched State of the
Inhabitants—Difperfion and Maffacre of the
Meccans—Skirmifk with the Mamelikes—
Return of the Beys to the Defert— Arrival
of the Army at Thebes—Temple at Kar-
nak—Temple at Luxor—Puafs through Sa-
famieh and Efneh—Ancient Temple at con-
dra Latopolis— Arrival at Chenubis, Ruins
there—Temple at Apollinopolis.

IN paffing through Kous, which I had not

entered when I defcended the Nile, [
found in the middle of the fquare the. fum-
mit of a large and well-proportioned gate,
funk into the ﬁround to the cornice. This
fingle fragment, which muft have belonged
v to
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to a great edifice, proves that Kous was built
on the fite of Apollinopolis parva. (Sce
Plate 1V. Fig. 2.) The bulk and magni-
tude of this ruin prefent a contraft with all
the objects that furround it, ‘which fpeaks
more to the purpofe on the fubject of Egyp-
tian architccture than would twenty pages
of encomium or differtation. This frag-

ment alone appears larger than all the reft

of the city.

In the village of Elmecich, diftant half a
league from Kous, I found the bafcs of feve-
ral edifices of Egyptian free-ftone, on which
were hieroglyphics. Iwas in doubt whether
thefe edifices had belonged to a fmali city,
which tradition has not handed down to us,
or whether they a;x;:icntly conftituted an
ifolated temple. Their ruins were too much
degraded to enable me to give any idea of

them by a drawing, or to make a plan of
' any
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any of the parts. 'Or proceeding half a
leaguc further, I faw more diftinétly, on a
imall eminence, the bafé of a temp]c abfo-
lutely remote from any other ruins what-
ever.. I could perceive three layers of large
ftones, which had formed a kind of pedeftal
extending to the pavement of the temple,
in the front of which was a portico of fix
columns conneéted at the lower extremity
of their fhafts. Quitting this monument,
we arrived, after an hour’s march, at Na-
gadi, a large and dull village, fituated at the
entrance of the defert. It had been plun-
dered by a party of Mamelukes about twelve
hours before. Previoufly to entering the
defert, we fent off fcouting parties, who fgok

feveral camels, and killed thirty Meccans,
ftragglers. We -proceeded to an enclofure,
which had in the firft inftance been an en-

trenched convent, inhabited by Copts, which
had
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had afterwards become a mofque, and had
been latterly employed as a burial ground.
After having taken up our lodging within
this enclofure, we employed ourfelves in
driving away the bats, and in throwing
down the tomb-ftones. A fortrefs, a defert,
and tombs! We were furrounded by the
moft difmal objeéts in the world ; and if,
with a view to banifth the melancholy im-
preffion with which tliefe fcenes had infpired
us, we occafionally went out at night to
breathe for a few moments a purer air, our
refpiration was the only found that difturbed
the tranquillity of the void by which we
were terrified. The wind, fleeting over this
vat horizon without meeting with any other
objects than ourfelves, brought to our re-
membrance, in its filent motion, and a_mid
the darknefs of the night, the immenfe and
difmal vacuity by which we were fur-
rounded.
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A few merchants, who had had the good
fortune to fave their packets from the grafp
of the Mamelukes, were not without their
apprehenfions relative to us. Having been
denounced by the theiks of Nagadi, they
brought us prefents, and were ftill more
térrified by our refufal to accept them. "Be-
ing accuftomed to the fight of perfons co-
vered with gold, by whom they were laid
under contribution, and fceing us pretty
nearly in the garb of a banditti of robbers,
they fancied that we were going to plunder
them. It was at the fame time impoffible
for them to conceal their riches. Our port-
matiteaus having been captured on’ board
the flotilla, we were in want of linen, and
requéfted them to open their bales. Every
hope on their fide was now vanithed. We
made choice of what would fuit us, and
afked them the price of the quantity of

each
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cach article we fhould need. They replied,
that they left this entirely to ourfelves ; but
on our perfifting to know the loweft price,
which we paid them as foon as they had fa-
tisfied us, they were fo furprized, thgt they
felt their money, to be certain that what had

paffgd was not a dream. Armed men, with

the power in their hands, who paid !—thcy
might have paffed through every part of Afia’
and of Africa, withonut rr‘\_'egting with any
thing fo_gxtraordinary. From that moment
we acquired their full eftecm and confi-
dence. They came to prepare our breakfaft,
brought us Indian_and Arabian fw::etmeats,
and cocoa-nuts, and made us the beft coffee
it was poffible to drink. This combination
of _wretchednefs and luxury, this motley
ftate in which we lived, was not deftitute
of its fhare of intereft. There is no fituation
in the world which cannot boatt its enjoy-

- Vou. I Q ments;
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ments; and for this truth I appeal to the
tombs of Nagadi.

Nagadi is a point which it is important, to
occupy ; and muft naturally become the
moft frequented route of the defert, fince
it is the fhorteft by one day. A meflenger
who fets out from Coffeir may reach Nagadi
iin two_days by the help of a_dromedary,
'and in three days on foot. As nothing is to

be found at Coflgjr, the merchant who lands

there, in returning from Gidda,.is very
anxious to reach the bank of the Nile; and

the moft expeditious means appearing to
him . to be the beft, he fends to Nagadi' to
pracuse camels, which may reach him on
the ﬁ);th day. When we were there, the

price was a dollar for the conveyance of an

hundred weight of merchandize, each camel

carrying four hundreis:—a price which
varies according to the more or lefs flourith-

ing
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ing ftate of commerce, as does alfo that of
the camels, which would at that time bring
twenty dollars only, in{tqa;l of fixty which
they coft béfore our arrival in Egypt. This
may give an idea of the diftrefled ftate of
affairs, and how much Mecca, Mcdinal and
Gidda, muft have fuffered from the difturb-
ances in that country. We who boafted
that we were more juft than the Mantelukes,
committed daily and almoft neceflarily a
great number of iniquitous adts. Th_f_:_iif-

ficulty of diftinguifhing our enemies by their

exterior form and colour, was the caufe of

our continually putting to death innocent
peafants. The foldiers who were fent out
on‘?;outing parties, frequently miftook for
Meccans the poor merchants belonging to a
caravan, with whom they fell in; and before
juftice could be done them, which in fome

cafes the time and circumftances would not
i R —.
Q2 allow,




244 ' TRAVELS IN EGYPT.

allow, two or three of them had been thot,
a part of their merchandize either plundered
or pilfered, and their camels exchanged for
ours which had been wounded.” The gains
which refulted from thefe outrages, fell in-
vari'clbly to the _{1__13.5: of the bloodfuckers of
the army, the civil commiffaries, Copgs, and
intf__g;_rgl:grs; the foldicrs, who fought every
opportunity to enrich themfelves, being con-

ftantly obliged to abandon and forget their

ptﬁfls,' by the drum beating to arms, or
the trumpet founding to horfe. The fitu-
ation of the inhabitants, for whofe happinefs

Egypt, was no_better. If, through terror,

they had been obliged to quit their houfcs on
our approach, on their return, after we
were withdrawn, thcy could find nothing

but the mud of which the walls were formed:

Utc':nﬁl;s= ploughs, doors, roofs, every thing

m
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in thort, of a combuftible nature, had been
”—

burned for cooking; and the_ecarthen pots

broken, the corn confugacd, ‘and the fowls

and pigeons roafted and devoured. Nothing

was to*be found except the bodies of their

dg_&s_,_killed in_endcavouring to defend the

property of their mafters. If we madcany
ftay in a village, the unfortunate inhabitants
who had fled on our approach, were fum-
moned to return, uader penalty of being
treated as rebels who had joined the enemy,
and of being m/adc to pay double .chtribu-
tions. When they fubmitted to thefe-
threats, and came to pay the mjri, it fome- |
times happened that they were fo numerous
as to be miftaken for a body of men in arms,
‘and their clubs confidgred as mwfkets, in
which gafe they were furc ot beng affailed
by feveral difcharges from the riflemen and
‘patroles, before an explanation could take
Q3 place,
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place. Thofe who were killed were interred ;

A e,

and the furvivors remained friends with us,

until a pro.pcr opportunity prefented itfelf

for retaljation. It is true that, provided they
did not quit their dwellings, but patd the
miri, and fuppllcd the wants of the army,
they not only {pared themfelves the trouble
of a journey, and avoided the unpleafant
abode of the defert, but faw their provifions

caten with regularity, and might come in

for their portion of them, preferving a part

of their doors, felling their eggs to the fol-
r—

diers, and having few of their wives and

daughters rgvifhcd. In this cafe, however,

the attachment they had fhown us was con-

fidcred as culpable, infomuch that when the

i

Mamelukes came after us, they did not leave

them a crown picce, a horfe, or a,camel;
and frequently the fheik of the village for-
feited his life for thewpretended partiality

which
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which was 1mput¢.d to him. It was very
ncccﬂ'ary for thefe poor wretches that fuch
a ftate of things fhould terminate, and a
new-one be. eftablithed : but how could this
be done whike the Mamelukes refufed to fight
us, and while fanatic and half-ftarved b:nds,

fuch as thofe of t‘h(g_l\__d_g:cans, reforted to
their ftandard ?

On the third day aftér our arrival at
Nagadi, we learned that three hundred
Meccans had come to a refolution to pene-
trate, by carefully avoiding our troops, acrofs
the defert to Cairo, and there difperfe them-
felves among the immenfe population of
that city, until they fhould be enabled to
return to their native country by the cara-
vans, or until an opportunity fthould prefent
itfelf of revenging themfelves on us. We
were told that their chicef, when dying, had

recommended to them to take this ftep, and
Q4 " had
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hﬁ*ﬂdﬁfcd them to avoid s in"the fie |
ﬁnt ‘that’ the. emir’s nephew, who had g
‘oeeded him i in the cor{m'xand bermg.deﬁ%ﬂ

to preferve his authonty évm' i‘he‘i’n‘q“émf&iﬁ

poffefs himflf of the redipitg el

thch thc capturq @the ‘%

afforded, Had pcrf@ﬁd tbéﬁ; ﬂh%"tﬁe ﬁf#?

fures which ha@em ‘found ﬁh bom@& thiele

barks were ftill inthe fortref¥ b‘f Bé%homga,

and that as foon as our troops -fhould: ’

withdrawa to a fuﬂic:em: dlﬁance fmﬁ

thence, he would condu& ‘thern thighe .' i

recapture thefe tréafubes. In thé mean nmﬂ

as it was neceflary to obtain fubfiftence,: %

divided them into fmall bands, and* w

“them out to plundcr the' vnllagw, Jn W
p!fedatory excurfions they were M}%r lé@
fucccfsful, and of courﬁa ,thQ Wﬂtﬂi‘
!qbom they .were. a great’ afnn{)yaﬁ&}
their. fieps, apd hunted: thémﬁ»kkﬁ fo- mayf*
wolvq.,
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wolves. When éhcy were fallen in with by

our patroles, they were colleéted together,

and fhot and defoycd likc animals ob-

noxious to fociety. They were thus taught
e

that Mahomet did not approve their crufade,

and that it had not been commanded by ﬂlc

Dg_ig. Such i§ the fubject of the engraving,
Plate XXXVI. in which will be found a
reprefentation of the catholic peatants bring-
ing them in during the night to the tombs
where we had taken up our quarters.

On the- fecond of April, General Defaix
fent for three hundred men belonging to our
half brigade, and for fifty of our cavalry, to
do duty at Birambar, where they were to
relieve the troops he was about to detach
from thence, and with which he was to
proceed to ftrengthen the poft of Kengh.
On the fame day we learned by our fpics

that the Mamelukes and Meccans had quit-
ted
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ted the Kittah, and that it appeared by the
route they had taken to be their intention
to pafs out of the defery in a northern di-
rection, at Keneh or at Samata.. The beft

difpofitions were made on that fide, either
to_oblige them to keep within the boun-
darics of the defert, or to fugprifc thcrg on
their attempting to quit it. Thefe meafures
were, however, f_g_gﬁrated by the ardour of
our foldicrs, and by the confidence of their
officers. The fcouting party belonging to
the detachment with which General Defaix
was proceeding to Keneh, fell i with the
rear-guard of the Mamelukes, and charged.
The corps of cavalry endeavoured to fupport
the fcouts, but having imprudently left the
infantry too much in the rear to be itfelf
fupported, was in a few minutes charged
by the Mamelukes, who clofed on our horfe-
men fabre in hand. Two chiefs of battalion,

7 who
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who had thus imprudently rufhed on, loft
their lives, as did alfo twenty dragoons. The
artillery would have been a great refource,
but was too-far advanced. The Mamelukes,
who dreaded 1ts being called back, purfued
their way, perfeétly well plcafed at having
efcaped the ambufh we had laid for them, as
well as becaufe they had faved their camp-

equipage, and had proved to our horfeglcn

that they manceuvred quicker, and under-
ftood the ufe of the back-fword better than
they did. Two hundred infantry and a
fingle field-piece would have converted this
fkirmifh into a vicory of grecat importance
to us, at a moment when thc beys and
kiachefs, difperfed and dcferted by a part of
their Mamelukes, were greatly diftrefled. A
heedlefs confidence, however, and a want
of unity in the march, produced a wapgt of
combination in the attack; and Defaix’s

orders
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arders being either mifinterpreted or received
too latc, coft feveral brave officers their lives.
Duplefiis, a chief of brigade, an officer of
diftinguithed talents, who had commanded
in India, where he had rendered important
fervices to his country, but who labourcd
under the odium of not having fignalized
himfclf during the war of the revolution,
fcized with avidity the prefent opportunity,
the-firft which had prefented itfelf to difplay
his prowefs. F(;rgctful of the orders he had
received not to quit the impregnable pofition
which he occupied on a height, he darted
forward, without waiting for his men to
come up, and penctrated into the midft of
the enemy’s ranks : then feleting the moft
confpicuous of his foes, he galloped up to
bhim. It was Ofman, the moft valiant of
the beys: the two horfes encountered, and
thc-;xyl; on which Dupleflis was mqunted

recovered
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recovered from the thock. He threw him-
felf up on his faddle, took Ofman_round
the qu_x, _and. vﬁ;anglc.d him in his arms.
During this confli, which was worthy of
the times of ancient chivalry, the unfortu-
natc Dupleffis, who was not fupported, was
furrounded, and pierced by alancc. He
fell on the body of his advcrfag,“yyhom he
ftill held in his grafp. A kiachef, who was
both a fpe@ator and an actor in this combat,

fpoke to me with enthufiafm of the intre-
pidity of our officer.

Notwithftanding it had been imprudently
combined, the battle of Birambar was pro-
ductive of confequences which nearly brought
about the diffolution of the remainder of the
coalition of the beys. By our fpxes_who vi-
fited the field of battle, we lcarned that on
the infpection of four dead bodies, it appear-
ed that two of the deceafed had worn beards,

and
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and were confequently kiachefs at Jeaft, the
cormpmon Mamclukes being fhaved, and not
being permitted either to marry, or to allow
the beard to grow, until cergain dignities
have been beftowed on them, in confequence
of whjlf:___h*_they become freed men. We
were aftcrwards informed that onc of thefe
was Muﬁagha Kiachef Aboudiabe, that is to
fay, father of the beard, each of the beys
and kiachefs having a fighting name, which
is either an honourable title or a nick-name,

and which, as it is changed according to the

circumftances, becomes alternatcly glorious
or ridiculous. " We were alfo told that Affan-
Bey had received a gun-fhot wound in the
neck, and a fabre wound in the arm; and
that Ofman-Bey had loft necarly all his fin-
® ——umm.
gers. It wasadded, that twelve of the braveft
of his Mamelukes had fallen; and, what

was of flill greater importance, that notwith-
ftanding
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ftanding the beys had had the advantage in
this action, the dread of meeting with the
infantry on their way, and of lofing their
baggage, had induced them to turn back,
and to feek fhelter once more in the defert.
We lcarned from the perfons whom we had
fent to the Kittah, that they had returped
thither to procure water, and had taken the
road whick leads to Redifi, directing their
courfe towards Upper Egypt. I mutft con-
fefs, that_the military arrangements which
werc to bring me to the vicinity of Thebes,
and to the right bank of the Nile, appeared
o me tawbe the beft; and accordingly I fancy
I was the only one who was pleafed at the
order we received to go in purfuit of them,
and to drive them beyond Redifi. We fet
out from Nagadi, proceeding in front of the
mountains, at the back of which the Mame-

lukes were on their march ; and we learned
bv
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by feveral of their followers, who had quitted
them at the Kittah, that they were in a moft
deplorable condition, and would all of them
perifh, provided they could not reach Redifi
within three days. ‘

Towards noon we reached the territory of
Thebes; and at the diftance of three quar-
ters of a league from the Nile, faw the ruins
of a laré:c:fégplc, which has not been no-
ticed by any traveller, and which may give
an idea of the immenfity of that city, fince,
if we fuppofe that it was the laft edifice on
the eaftern fide, it is more than two leagues
and an half diftant from N.I“cdinet-é hu,whcr;
the moft weftern temple 1s fituated. This
was the third timc of my paffing through
Thebes; but, as if fate had willed that I
fhould invariably take but a hafty view of
what intcrefted me fo ﬁro;éij', my opera-

tions were confined on this occafion alfo to
an
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an endeavour to account for what I faw, and
to a few notes relative to what I might deli-
ncate on my return, provided I thoyld then
be more fortunate. 1 tried to afcertain whe-
ther at Thebes the arts had had an epoch and
a chronology. If a palage once exifted in
Egypt, the ruins of it were to be fought at
Thebes, which had been the capital ; and if

there were Y reality epochs in the arts, the

refult of the firft effays and rudiments muft
alf‘i.; have been in that city, luxury and
magnificence having departed Prgg_.rcﬁ:lvcly
from this point of fimplicity, merely through
the opulence and fuperfluity by which they
were accompanied. At length we arrived

at Karnac, a village built on a fmall part of
— -

the fitc of a fingle temple, the circumference

of which would, as has been fomewhere

noticed, require half an hour to walk round.

Herodotus, by whom it was not vifited, has,
Vor. I, R notwith-
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notwithftanding, given a corre idea of its
grandeur and magnificence.  Diodorus and
Strabo, who examined it in its ruinous flate,
appear to have given the defcription of its
prefent condition ; and all the travellers by
whom they have been copied, have miftaken
a great cxtent of mafles for the mcafure of
‘beauty, and, having allowed themfelves ra-
ther to be taken by furprifc than charmed,

on an infpcétion of the largeft ruin in the

world, have not dared to prefer to this temple

.that of Apollinopolis at Etfu, that of Tcntzra,

and the fimple portico at Efneh. It is pro-
bable that the temples of Karnac and Luxor
were built in the time_of Scfoftris, when the

flourifhing condition of the Egyptians gavc

birth to the arts : among them, and when
thefc arts werc perhaps dlfplaycd to the
world for the firft time. The vanity of ercct-
ing éolg_ﬂ;al edifices, was the fuft confidera-

tion
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tion of opulence; and it was not as yet
k_nown, that a perfection in the arts beftows
on their productions a grandeur which is in-
dependent.of their magnitudes.. It has, in
after ages, been. afccrtaincd that the fmall
rotunda of chcnza 1s a finer edifice than St.

e e mm——— .

Pcter's at Rome; and that_the fchool of
 ——————t w—— . ————
furo'c ry in Paris is, in point of ftvle, as grand
as the pantheon in thc above-mentioned
city. In fhort,a camco may be preferable to
a coloffal ftatue. It is therefore the fump-

- RSt
tuou(ncfs alone of the Egyptians which is to
be fccn at Karnac, where not only qu gmcs,

but mountains arc piled together, and hewn
R cnssmenan

out into maflive proportions, the traits of

which are as feebly exccuted, as the parts
are clumfily conneéted; and thefc mafies are
loaded with uncouth bas-reliefs, and taftelefs
hicroglyphics, by which the art of fculpture
is difgraced. The only objets there which

R 2 are
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are fublime, both with regard to thcir di-
menfions, and the 1kill which their work-
manthip difplays, arc the obelifks, and a few
of the ornaments of the outer gates, the ftyle
of which is admirably chafte. If in the other
parts of this edifice the Egyptians appear to
as to be giants, in thefe latter productions
they are geniufes. I am accordingly per-
fuaded that. thefc fublime cmbellifthments

were pofteriorly added to the coloffal mo-

numents of Karnac. It muft however be

granted, that the plan_of the temple is noble

and grand. The art of contriving beautiful
plags, has, in architeture, invariably pre-
ceded that of the fine execution of the de-
tails, and has conftantly furvived for feveral
centuries the corruption of the latter, as is
proved by a comparifon of the monuments
of Thebes, with thofc of Efoch and Tentyra,
as well as by that of the edifices of the reign

of
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of Dioclefian with thofe of the time of Au-
guftus. |

To the known defcriptions of this great
edifice of. Karnac fhould be added, that it
was but a_temple, and could be nothing_c_llé.

All that exifts at prefent in a fomewhat en-
tire ftate rclgtes te a very fmall fan&uary,

and had been difpofed in this way to infpire
a due degree of veneration, and to become a
kind of tabernacle. On examining the en-

femble of thefe ruins the imagination is

wegned with the ideca of deferibing them.
Of the hundred colympgs of the portico algne

of this temEle, the {fmalleft are ‘?;xgn feet
and an half in _djampeter, and the largcﬁ

twelve. The fpace occupiced by its circum-
B -
vallation contains lakes and mountains, In
S R—— S ~
fhort, to be cnabled to form a competent
idea of fo much magnificence, it is necci-

fary that the reader thould fancy what is be-
R3 fore
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fore him to be a drcam, as he who views the
objedts themfelves rubs his eyes to know
whether he is awake. With refpe@ to the
prefent ftate of this edifice, it is, however,
nceeflary at the fame time to_obferve, that
a great part of the effect 1s loft by its very
degraded ftate. The fphinxgs have been
wantonly mutilated, with a few exceptions,
which barbarifm, wearied with deftroying,
has fpared, and on examining which it is
eafy to diftinguifh that fome of them had a
woman’s head, others that of a liowm,
aMl, §zc. The avepue which lcads from
Karnac to Luxor was of this liEEc_r deferip-

tion; and this-fpace, which is nearly half a

league in extent, contains a conftant fuc-

ceflion of thefe chimerical figures to the
e SonstmgRe—-

right and left, together with fragments of

ftonc walls, of fmall columns, and of ftatues.

This point lying in the c¢entre of the city,
the
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the part which was the moft advantageoufly
placed, there is rcafon to fuppofe that the
palace of the grandees or kings was fituated
there.  If, however, feveral traces which
render this prefumable can be diftinguifhed,
the fa¢t is not proved by any extraordinary
magnificence,

Lygor, the fineft village in thete environs,

1s alfo built on the fite of the ruins of a tem-

ﬂe_, not {o large as that of Karnac, but in a

better ftate of pre{'czv-ation, the mafles not
having as yet fallen through time, and by
the preflure of their own weight. The
molt coloflal parts confift of fourteen co-
lumns of nearly eleven feet in diameter,

and of two ftatues in granite, at the outer

gate, buried up to the middle of the arms,

and having in front of them the two largeft
and beft Ercfcrvcd olelifks known. It is,
without doubt, flattering to the pomp of

R4 Thcebes,
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Thebes, that the richeft and moft powerful
republic in the world thould deem its means
infufficient, not to hew out, but merely to
tranfport thefe two monuments, which are
no more than a fragment of one of the nu.
merous cdifices of that aftonifhing city.

A peculiarity belonging to the temple
of Luxor, is, that a quay, provided with an
epaulment, fecured the eaftern part, which
Wa: near the river, from the damages Lllc
inundations might othsrwi{c hayve_occafion-
ed. The epaulment, which fince its ori-
ginal ftruGure has been repaired and aug-
nggntcd n brick work, provcs that the river
has not changed itsbed ; and its prefervation
is an evidence that the Nile has ne been

bauked by other quays, fince no traces of fi-

milar conftruétions are clfewhere to be met
with, (Sce Plates XXIV. XXII. and XXV.
& e < OS—

from drawings which I afterwards made.)
Notwith-
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Notwithftanding the exceffive heat of the
fun at mid-day, I made a drawing of the
gate of the temple, which is now become

that of thc village of Luxgr. Nothing can
Le more grand, and at the famc time more
fimple, than the fuall number of objeéts of
which this entrance is compofed. No city
whatever makes fo proud a difplay at its ap-
proach as this wretched village, the popula-
tion of which confifts of two or three thou-
fand foul;, who have taken up their abodes
on the roofs and beneath the galleries of this
temple, which has, neverthelefs, “the air of
being in a_manner uninhabited.  (Sce Plate
XXV.)

While I was bufied in_making my draw-
ings, our cavalry was engaged with a {malt
party of ftragiling Mamelukes, two of whom
were killed. The others efcaped by {fwim-
ming acrofs the river, leaving behind them
| their
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their arms, horfes, and accoutrements, which
fell into our hands.

We fet out at two o’clock, and reached

= o e st R —

Salamich at the expiration of thirteen hours,

aEase—, >
as if this fpace of time had been a regulation
for our day’s march, on all the occafions
when we were to pafs through Thebes. On
the following day we again entered the de-
fert, and arrived beforc Efneh pretty carly.
When fetting out the day after, we found
a fmall temple in a very ruinous ftate, but
notwithftanding, very pi&urefque and fingu-
lar in its plan, as well asin feveral of its parts.

It confifts of a portico with four columns in

front, two pilafters, and two columns in the
depth, with a fan&uarz in the middle, and
two lateral apartments, one of which, on the
right hand, is {carcely to be traced. Within
the portico is a door cut out of the lateral
wall to the right, which muft have peen

' - the
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the entrance of a fmall fanctuary in which
the offerings were made. Another fingu-
larity in the elevation of this edifice is, that
the capitals of, the two columns in the mid-
dle gf the pomco';;'c in relief at their fum-
mit, wlnlc thofc of the columns at each ex-
tremity arc guttered. This building isina
more ruinous ftate than any other I have
fcen in Egypt; and thedecay has undoubtedly
arifen from the nature oi the free-ftone with
which it was built. The parts which have
been added are 1n a better prefervation
than in the other temples, a circumftance
which 1s to be aferibed to the fuperior quality
of the bricks that were employed. The cir-

cumvallation of thc temple, within which

were contained the lodgings of the priefts,
may be pretty diftinétly made out; and the
whole of this enclofure 1s fomewhat ele-
vated above the very fmall city of Contra-
Latopolis

-
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L.atopolis, which was built round the com-
pafs of this monument. It would appear to
have been the practice that all the great

cities on the bank of the Nile fhould have

a fmall city or port on the oppofite bunk,

which was probably placed there for the
convenicnce of commerce. It was fcarcely
day-break when the troops were marched
off; and I regretted that I had not a better
opportunity to {tudy the details of the plan
of this temple, and of the buildings which
had been poficriorly added.

We proceeded in the diretion of the
mountains. In this latitude the part of
Egypt which lies to the right is {o narrow,

that the chain extends, in two inftances, to

the .I:T_i/lc, infomuch that our artillery was
conveyed over with difficulty, and the great-
er part of the day loft. On the other fide of
thefe paflages the rocks become of a different

—

nature:
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naturc : we found feveral quarries of free-
~——

ﬁ:o_n_e_,_ which no doubt fupplied materials for
the city and temples of Chenubis, where we
arrived an hoyr after.  Within a quarter of
a league of this city arc two tombs hewn,
out of the rock, and a fmall fan&tuary f{u'-
rounded by a gallery, and having a portico
in front. This monument is ifolated, and is
{ituated n the fame way as the catholic
chapcls which arc to be met with in Eu-
rope. I next proceeded to view the temple
or temples of Chenubis, the ruins of whicl;,
as well as thofe of the city itfelf, arc in fo
disjointed a ftate, and fo varicd in their pro-
portions, that it is very difficult to form any
corre& idea of their plan. The moft con«
fiderable and moft elevated parts confift of
fix columns, the capitals of three of which
belly out, while thofe of the three others,
which arc parallel to them, arc guttered, and

united
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united by an entablature, as far as I could
diftinguifh in paffing in a bark. On a nearer
view I could perceive, that they had not
been built at the fame time, and that thofc
which have guttered capitals have never been
finithed, and were added as a gallery to the
others. In the front of this fragment of
ruins, to the fouth, are the bafes of a portico,
which alfo appears not to have been finith-
cd: and, in the fame direé&ion, is a block of
granitc which fcems to have belonged to a
coloffal ftatue. Inan eaftern direction I met
with a bafin of water, the circumference of
which is lined and decorited by a gallery
formed of columns. - In the weftern part of
the city the gate of a fan&uary prefents itfelf;
together with two very minute fragments, of
the nature of which I could not fatisfy my-
felf. In the front is a lining in the form of

a quay on the Nile. Among thefe architec-
2 tural
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tural ruins are feveral ruins of fculpture,
among others a group of two figures coupled
together, three feet in height, the heads of
which have becn broken off.  'What is moft
noticeable at Chenubis is an enclofure, the
walls of which are built of unbaked, bricks,
and arc of a conical fhape, having at their

bafc a thicknefs of upwards of twenty-feven

fect. This extraordinary work, of which hif-
tory makes no mention, is in many parts in
an entirc ftate. . Iapprehended at firft fight,
that it was of Arabic conftruction; but as
there are no ruins or traces of Arabic edifices
on the fite of Chenubis, it is prefumable that
it isa work of high antiquity, and in this
cafe there is no occafion to conftruct fortifi-
cations of any other defcription in Egypt,
with the exceptions of the jambs and em-
brafurcé, together ‘with fuch other parts as
are expofed to friction, In this inftance all
the
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the great mafles have completely refifted the

ravages of time, and may ftill be employed
in any defenfive meafures.

I was obliged to quit this fpot precipi-
tately, curfing the war, the foldiery, and the
importance of their operations, which inva-
riably forced me to abandon thc moft in-
terefting objedls, to fet out on thé ineffectual
purfuit of an _enemy, who made morc pros

- —

grefs in one day than we did in three, and to

whom we had left all the paﬁagc?opcn. At
day-break we were on foot, and at night at
no greater diftance than thrcc-quarters of a
league off Chenubis ; it was for fuch a pur-
pofe that this vain fpeed had been fo impe«
rioufly commanded. On the following day,
after having marched during an hour, we
found lying on the ground the remains of
two temples, the plans of which could not
be traced. Thefe ruins feemed to be depo-

fited
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fited there merely to point out the fite of
the city of Juno Lucina, which the infal-
lible d’Anville has laid down in this latitude.

We at length reached by the defert the
pafs_of Redifi, which is a fourth opening

e e

from the Kittah. It has never been fre-
nuented by the merchants, and was fatal to
thc Mamelukes, almoft the whole of whom,
by taking this road, loft their horfes,. toge
ther with a part of their camels, a confider-
able number of their artendants, and twenty-
fix women, out of twenty-eight, whom the
bcy; had taken with them. Their march
was traced by their difafters, and by what
they left behind them, tents, arms, clothing,

the carcaffgg_"gf __'llg_{fcs ftarved to death, ca-

mels which were'no longer able to fupport
tl;i-;burdgn, attendants, and thcir»womcn,‘
whem they abandoned to their fate. T
figured to ‘myfelf the fufferings of a poor

Vor. 1L S wretch,
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wretch, panting with fatigue, and explring

wiwrg, his tongue parched, and breath-
ing with difficulty the hot air by which he
is confumed. He hopes that a few minutes
repofe will enable him to recover his
ftrength: he ftops, and fees his c'ompanions
pafs by, calling on them in vain for help.
The mifery to which each one 1sa prey, has
banifhed every compaffionate fecling : they

proceed on their way without cafting a look
on him, and follow in filence the footfteps
of thofe who precede them. They are no
longer in his view : they are fled, and his
benumbed limbs, already .overpowered by
their painful exiftence, tefufe their office,
and cannot be flimulated to action either by
danger or by terror. The caravan has paffed.
it appears to him like an undulati’ng. line in
the wide expanfe, and, becoming at length
a mere point, difappears altogether like the

‘ . laft
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laft glimmer of an expiring taper. He cafts
around him his wild and frantic looks, but
can fee nothing: he turns them towards
himfelf, and:then clofes his eyes to thun the
afpect of the terrible vacuity by which he is
furrounded. He hears nothing but his own
fighs, and fate hovers over him to cut the
final thread of his exiftence. Alone, and
without a companion to do him the laft of-
fices, he is about to expire without one fingle

ray of hope to adminiftcr comfort to his de-

par‘t‘i_n_g_{qul; and his corpfe, confumed by
the parched and burning foil, will foon be-
come a bleached fkeleton, which will ferve
as a guide to the uncertain fteps of the tra-
veller who fhall dare to brave the fate that
has. befallen him.

_Such is the picture which the traces of
the paffage of the Mamelukes prefented to
us; and it was by fuch terrible fpectacles as

S 2 the
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the above that we afcertained the diretion
of their march. They had paffed three days
before, and had proceceded up the country
towards the cataracts, to repofc themfelves
in an ifland between Baban and Ombos. I
have alréady fpoken of the fertility of this
ifland, in giving the particulars of my route
to Syene. As the diftrefled ftatc in which
they were, banithed from us all uncafinefs as
to their intentions, we gave up every further
purfuit in a country where we could not ex-
pet to find any refourccs, which the Ma-
melukes who preceded us muft Have entirely
exhaufted.

We encamped, or, to {peak more cor-
rectly, halted near the river, where we took
up our refidence among tombs, and in the
vicinity of two withered fhrubs of acacia,
the only indications we could find that the

fpot had been once inhabited, and ‘that ve-
getation



TRAVELS IN EGYPT. 277

getation had not altogether ceafed. All thofe
who could be fpared were ordered to proceed
to Etfu; and I accompanied this party, in
the hope of viewing at my leifure the
fublime temple of Apollinopolis, the moft
beautiful of all Egypt, and, next to thofe of!
Thebcs, the largeft. Being built at a period

when the arts 1nd {ciecnces had acclgired all

their fplendour, the workmanthip of every
part 1s equally beautiful, the hieroglyphics
are admirably execuicd, the figures more va-
ried, and the archite@ure _o_f_ a lligbc;__qx_'_dcr

than in the Theban cdifices, the building of

which muft be referred to an earlier age.

My firft care was to take a general plan of
the building. (See Plate XXIX. Fig. 11.)
Nothing can be more fimply beautifu}
than thefe outlines, nothing more picturefque
than the cffect produced in the elevation, by
the various dimenfions belonging to each
S 3. membe*
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member of the harmonious whole. This fu-
perb edifice is feated on a rifing ground, fo
as to overlook not only its immediate viginity,
but the whole valley, (See Plate XXVIIIL.)
and at the foot of this greater templ;, but on
laconﬁdcrably lower level, &3 fmajfgr one,
at prefent almoft buried ¢ the only part fill
vifible isin a hollow farrounded with rubbifh,
where may be feen a little portico of two
columns, and as many ‘pilafters, a periftyle,
and the fanctuary of the temple inclofed
within a pilaftered gallery. A fingle column,
with its capital rifing from the ruins, to the
height of forty __f_CFS_U above the portico, and
the angle of a wall a hundred feet beyond,
thew that there formerly exifted a court in
front of the temple. Itisremarkable of. thxs
monument, notwithftanding the fkill éxf-
played in its conftruion, that the gates are
not exaltly in the ‘middle of-the fides. It

feems
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feems to have been dedicated to the evil ge-
tﬁx_si for the figure of Typhon is fecn in relief
on the four fides of the plinth, which fur--
mounts each of the capitals. (See Plate
XXIX. Fig. 9.) The whole fricze, and all
the paintings within, appear defcriptive of
Ifis def::n:{ir;g herfelf %:ﬁnﬁ the attacks of
this monter. (See Plate XL. Fig. 1.) I
~
made a fketch of this fmall temple, as con-
nc&ed with the great one, and another of
the large one in a contrary dire@ion. (See
Plate XXVI. Fig. 1.) to thew its pofition
with rcgarmhc valley. I alfo increafed
confiderably my collection of hieroglyphics,
efpecially by a drawing of the fricze within
the portico, and befides thefc I drew feveral
capitals. (See Plate XXIX. Figs. 1,2,3,4,5,)

S 4 CHAP.
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CHAPTER XVIIL

Quit Etfu and arrive at Efneh—Return to-
wards the Defert, and pafs again 1/irough
Thebes—Hiftorical _Bas-relicfs_at Karnac,
and warigus Ruins— Intenfé Heat— Pafi Jy
Guedime—- Reach  Kous—-Geggral Sub-
miffion of the Inhabitants, and Arrival of
the Caravans— Architectural Remains at

Kous—Arrive at Keneh— Particulars con-
cerning the Route to Tombulioo—Hoffile
Affembly at Beneadi—Maffacre there, and
Plundering of the Caravan—DFailure of Mu-
rad-Bey's Profects—Crocodiles—Ruins at
Dendera—Ancient Zodiac.

- ENERAL Beliard arrived during the
fecond day, and we fet forward the

next morning. At a fhort diftance from
Etfu,
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Etfu, I found by the water-fide the remains
of a quay, near the entrance of a large canal:
no other ruin accompanics this fragmc‘nt,
but from the appearance of a double flight
of fteps down this mound to the river, it is
nbvions that-it was not conftructed folely for
the purpofe of refifting the curfcnt, but was
probably 2 wharf for fome town or village,
now ruined and forgotten. We again pafied
by the ruins of Hieracopolis, of which I have
alrcady fpoken, and fpent the evening four
leagues from Etfu. At one in the moraing
our march was reccommenced, and on the
23d of March we arrived at Efneh, worn out
with fatigue. I had.flattered myfelf with
the hope of enjoying heze-a few days of re-
pofe, and was much difappointed to find
that the troops from Mccca, in conjunction
with fome Mamelukes, were on their march

from Girgeh; that although they had been
7 met
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met and beaten at Bardis, regardlefs of this
check, they had neverthelefs proceeded to
Girgeh, to plunder the market: here one
divifion had been intercepted and beaten
again, but the remainder were ftill formi-
dable, from their influence. over the inhabi-
tants: we were therefore obliged to return,
and occupy the pafles of the defert. An en-
tire night was fpent in pafling the river; and
when our march began, the fun was rifen,
and was alrcady very oppreffive: we balted
during the hotteft part of the day, and reach-
ed Salamich in the evening. On the fol-
lowing day, after marching a few hours, I
came for the fourth time in fight of the ma-
jeftic ruins of Thebes, and made a draw-
ing of them, from a fituation where the
buildings on each fide of the river were
vifible from Karnac to Medinet- Abu, occu-

pying an extent of two lcagucs. (See Plate
XXI1V.
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XXIV. Fig. 1.) There is indecd another
ruin to the north-eaft, at the village of Gue-
dime, half a league in the rear, which makes

the whole- length of the monuments and

other remains of this_ancient city cqual to

about cxg_lﬁ;_rmlcs We ftopped at Karnac,
and I loft no time in profiting of my good
fortune. Not being able of myfelf to lay
down the plan, or draw comprehenfive views
of this mighty mafs of ruins, which at firft
fight refembles a heap of fculptured moun-
tains, I employed the two hours of our ftay

here in dclincating the hiftorical bas-reliefs,

and in acquiring an accurate 1dea of the ftyle
and compofition of this primitive fculp-
ture, and of the ftate of the_art at a pe-
- v r o ¢ SROTII ravan.

riod fo remote, as to make it probable that

thefe are fome of its moft ancient produc-

tions.
The fragments in the higheft prefervaticn

arc
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are the following: (See Plate LXI%) A
hero, perhaps a Pharaoh, Memnon, Ofy-
inandyas, or Sefoftris, /is feen combating
alone from a car il purfuit of pecople at a
diftance, V:Vitil beards, and clothed in long
tunics; he forces them into warﬂl, and
obliges the reft to take fhelter in a fortrefs.
In the fragment, No. 1. he overthrows their
chief, already wounded with an arrow. In
No. 2. he returns bringing back the captives.
In No, 4. he prefents them fettered to the
three divinities, by whofe protegtion he has
obtained the vidory ; for it’is to be obferved,
that in all the above a&ions his arms are

always accompanicd and guarded by onc or

- -

two emblgmatical hawks. The divinity to
whom he prefents the fruit of his conqueft

.-

Figured by miftake LXIIL
Priapus,
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Priagus; holding, a flail in his right hapd, a

god to whom the temple of Karnac, the

largelt in Thebes, and probably one of
ey

the - greatgft and oldeft that was ever con-

ftructed, ig dedicated. From the very fanc-

tuary to. the outer walls of the building this

divinity is reprefented by his leaft equivocal
ch;;a&cnfhc It was alfo my wifh to draw

the bqﬁ-;ghcf reprefenting a thip navxgatcd
bz failors, but it 1s too much dilapidated, and

deflitute of any accompaniments from which
- -
its Iatcnt meaning might be educed. The
st - -— i
day was advancing, and we had not yet
taken any refrefhment; hcroes of romance
e ——i,
might have done w1thout, but to modern
foldiers food is_no fuperﬂulty While we
were thus cmployed, the fun gained fo far

upon us, that we refolved to pafs the night

at Karnac. I immediately returned to my

interefting tafk ; I furveyced the ruins, and

was
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was convinced that.a.whole week's appli-
cation would hot be too much to conftrud
a plan of the edifices comprcj;nggd__inms
fingle circumvallation, ....-—--‘-"*

_I'had not time to meafure by gule the ex.
tent of ground occupicd by thefe buildings,
bt.z_t_:” Imf:ound repeatedly that twenty-five
minutes were required to cncomgaﬁ them
on full trot. The paflage throyghdbe cir-

cumvallation or extesior wall was by ﬁm‘cs

that yct remain, threc of which were pre-
c@d by avenues_of fphinggs: within the
circuit was contained not only the great tem-
ple, but three others entirely diftinét from it,
,..”. T
having each its own gates, porticoes, courts,
avenues, and boundary wall—What was
their ufe? Were they temples or palaces?
Were their fovércigns lodged in the porticoes
of the temples, or were their palaces fimilar
e
in conftru&tion to the facred edifices; or,
perhaps,
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perhaps, from their fuperior lightnefs, unable
to refift the injuries of time ?- It is at leaft
obvious, that if they did really inhabit thefc
buildings, which from their diftribution may
be regarded as dependencies of the great
tcmplg, ;h?x? accommodations were by no
means to be envied. Large courts with open
gallex’fcs, “and porticoes formed by narrow
intercolumniations, could not be very plea-
fa-n’t.:__tg .l-xy__c in: the few chambers that there
are, of fmall dimenfons, deftitute of ajr andg
lxght, and covered with pious allegories, werc:
but little calculated to attralt the eye or -
pleafe the imagination. Another objection
is, that fome of thefe Qa_r_lf_.ghgngbnm~
taincd little tabernacles, in which, no doubt,
were inclofed cither the figure of the divinity
or the particular animal emblematigal of it,
or the facred treafure; and to any of thefe
none but the priefts would be admitted. Pro-
o bably,
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bably, therefore, the vaft circuit of thefe
buildings was occupied by numerous colleges
of Eﬁi__c_egs, the depofitaries of the fcience,-the

power and the influence of the country.
What monotony ! what melancholy wif-
dom! what auftere gravity of manmers! I
#ill admice with awe the organizatign of
fuch a government; s ftupendous remains
yet excite the mingled fenfations of rc_i._'g_c_ﬁt
and dread. ~The diwinity, in facerdotal fa-
@ihts, ‘holds«in onc hand am, and in the
other a:ﬁl__ai_l'i' the former, no doubt, tg re-
ftrain, and the latter, to punifh : every thing
isuneafured by the law, and enchained by it.
The fine arts, fubject to the fame fevere re-
ftriGtions, bend under the weight of fetters,
and their foaring genius is pinioned to the
earth. Phe unveiled emblem of generation
traced even in the fan&uary of the temples,

announces, that to dcﬂ:roy pleafure it Waa:
converted
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cdnvertéd into a duty: not a ﬁnglc circus,

not a fingle theatre, not a fingle edifice for
public recreation ; but tcmples, but’ myf-
terics, but i xmtxatxons, but priefls, but facri-
fices; cercmomes for pleafures; for luxury,
fepulchres. Sugﬂmc evil hour of
France, fome dcmon evoked the gloomy
ferocious Toul of an Egypttan prieft to ani-
mate the monfter, Who imagined, by making
us fullen, to render us happy.

After traverfing the building for the pui-
pole of gainimgan accurate idca of its archi-
teGtural details, I found myfclf at tﬁE‘fOuth-
weﬁern cxtremity of the cxrcumvallw,
mhcrc the other fmaller templéSafe fituated. | ’
I cntered one of them, and was ftruck with
a new fenfation of aftonithmént. ~Behind
two buttrefles is an open portico of twenty-
cight columns, ungraceful in its proportions,
but rendered impofing by its fev. rity of ftyle

e Vor Il T fo
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£ troé iy it in nichiteGue,- that. whicre the
Hies iire long, few, and whintrmpted; the
cffed is MW;W At the
- end ‘of this firlt:pertico, is# ‘lafge open. dour,
lcadmg to & fecotid hd colotnade of fc@t Ritlars
in tWwo Yows, mn more grave in their propor
tions; and whofe chara@er is rendered more
téiible by thele TwEal depth of fhade ; be-
yond this is a'lorig havow piffige; faccseded
by two others, ench dashet than the'pgeced-
ing, and at’ the extremity-of all 1s a fubter-
ranean fan&uai'y,j which appeats to the ima-
'gihatibn as the afylum of terror, the te’mpie
‘of the Eumenidee. The whole of this mo-
‘riument is fcpmted fiors the reft by a’
boundary wall.’ Havifig madc a &rawmg of'
the exterior of this €difice, T was preparing
to make one of the interior, 'whii:ﬁmight‘*in
fortic mealre partake of the charater of its

great original, when I- found myfelf fo much
2 . overconfe
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pvercome with fatigue, and the tegribly fiub-
lingg cmegiohs that I had experienced, as tp
e quite inggpable of the tafk. T copied,
hawever, the bes-relicfy, and the bisrogly-
W 1 made myfclf mafier of the eclative
pofition of the various parts, and executed 8
general view of the temple, taken from the
caftern gats, where the gigantic ruins of the
more remote ‘buildings appear by refleétion
.in the diftance. (Sce Plate XXI. Fig. 1.)
‘The heat was o intenfe, that my feet
wgge fcarched through my fhoes, and I was
unable to fit down for the purpofe of draw-
ing, till I bad placed my feryant between the
fun ’a_ald |_myfelf, in order to. intercept the
rays, and procure me a littlg fhelter: the
very ﬁoggs_gvére heco;nc {0 hot, that withing

to colle@® fome carnelian_agates, which are
rnela

found in great abundance in the outfkirts

of the town, I was obliged to lay cach hattily
T2 in
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in my handkerchief as if it was a hot-coul,
Haraffed and fatigued, 1 betook mayiclf $o a
{mall Arabian tomb, which wgs to ferve for
ournight's lodging, apd which appeared to
me a delicious boudoir, till T was told, gt
in our former march through this place a
French foldier, who had loitered behind the
column, was ftabbed in this very fpot: the
marks of the aﬂ‘aﬁimtxon yet vifible upon
the walls filled me Wlth horror; neverthelefs,
I lay down, I flept, and fo weary was I,
that I could even have repofed on the xery
carcafs of this ill-fated vi@tim.

__We departed on the morrow before day-

light; and I carried with me this time more
drawings and fewer regrets; it was not,
however, without a-figh, that I quitted
Thebes, perhaps for ever; its diftance from
all our pofts, the fe_r_ogiity af its inhabitants,
and the tribute being paid, all forbade me to

indulge
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mdnlgc the hopc of revifiting it. I had not
yet feen the tombs of the kings, but I could
not enter upon the fearch without a guard
of foldiers, and the tropps were unhappily
fatigued beyond meafurc by the repeated
forced m marches that they had undergone ;
I was;" therefore, Bbligcd to truft to future
favourable circumftances, and in the fequel
fortupe was propxtxous to my wifhes. At.
day-break I found myfelf fufﬁclently near
Gu_gc}in_x_xp to, fee the ruin there, confifting .
of four columns, fill furmounted by three
mafly ftones of the entablature, in front of
which are vifible the foundations of two .
buttrefles, at prefent a fhapelefs mafs of frag-
ments. Thefe arc the only remnants of a
monument, whofc chief merit at prefent is
to ferve as a fixed point from which to com-
pute the vaft extent of the Theban monu-
ments, At noon we reached Kous, where
) Ts T we
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W Wete infirmed that the efoops “fiw
dgaintt us from Meced had beoh rédted by
dll our detdchithents, md iti theie flight lnd
been intercepted at’ Tate by our cavalry,
who, to feciite the trariquillity of the eouti-
fry, had put_thent catirely to the fword :
the fupply of their receflary wanti had ren-
dtved them a ftourge to the country, an®
they were hunted down by the gatives like
wild Beafts,

- » The inhabitants of Kous, dlways well dif-
pofed, who hisd re¢eived us edutteotdly, even
wheh we were fuppofed to be marching to
éertain deftru@ion, tame out to meet us, and
tréated us as conquetbrs. '

The fhereff of Mecea Had alfo fent
General Defaix, protefting ‘againft the'ex-
pedition of his ¢éotintrymien, with a pro-
pofal of alliance and friendfhip; the towns

of Gidda and For alfe weqtefied pedce, end
Cofleir
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Coffeir_offered to_furrender. We learnt
thas Solyman and apother Bey hed gone
with their families intp the gafis, and could
now judge of the sxtremity tp which the
athers were reduced by the fubmiffion of
the inhghitants, the voluntary payment of
the tribute, the coming in of the Amb
<hieftains, and a certain gaiety before un{;g,n
fpread over the country, which gav; me
hopes that, for the > futurg, we might pro-
mote at the Bme time the happincfs of the
natives and the intesef} of the colonifts.

Defaix iffued & proclamation, announcing
that the corn lands whefe csops while green
had been eaten up citbar by the Mamelukgs
or French, thould be excufed from the tri-
bute ; an equitable regulation. which, frop
its novelty equally fgeprized and pleated the
cultivators; and the good-will of the in-

babitants was entirely conciliated, by allow-
T 4 ing
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ingthem to -drefy according’toi theit bwn
“fincy -and their‘ means, ﬁitkw rank's
forfeiting its peeuliar privileges. The mer-
chants of Coffir,-who hed' hitherto con-
cealed themfelves, now quitted their town,
and cataggo.purchafe corp at Kengh ; thofe
of Gidga atrived in their veflels loadon with
coffec, and both paid without reluéiance the
duties, which were no 10::5_ arbitrary. In’
fine we began to fee money artive thhout
"the ufe of bayonets, and -our ncs and
parks to be ftored with ftraw; barley, and
cattle; while the village chiefs promifed us,
in the name of the-cultivators, that- the
country now batren and dry thould becomse
the next year vardant gith herbage, and go-
vered with crops of which: tiie tribiste alone
fhould furpafs the. whqlé -of this year's
harvcﬂt e T
“The carevans alfo fent their- dCPuﬁuym-'
' ‘ quefting
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quefting pafiports; the . Mamelukes, abage
doned by their mafters, camse-in to us with
theii;_&insmring to be engolled among
our troops, and w¢ enjoyed the fatisfaory

fpeﬂaclc oha so,..sem.uw.f:&lzz.hwd

depnved eyen of; thc Mblhty of i _wm
re-cablihagent. L
At an equal diftance from El@-Bey,.zho
had defcended the river, and from Ofmag,
who had-retumed up it.as far as Syene, we
refted ourfclves a few days at Kgus, where I
made a drawing of the top of a gate, the only
remnant that is left of the ancient Apolling]
polis parya, fPlate 1V. Fig.2.) Thisfingle
fragment appears lagger than all the reft of
the town, and offees.a friking piQure of the
""M that chatadigrizes the Eﬂat_gn ara
c%gure The other parts of the edifice

are doubtlefs bysied under the mountain of
& - T —
rubbifh
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rgbbifh that is occupied. by .the madem
town. [ copied allq. the.remmins of an.in»
fcription, cograved en the lifkel of the fame
gate. (Plate IV, Fig. 1.) The- infeription
itflf. was poltoriop, (guihe monugont, and
affordod 4 curigus cxample of fgilfol fiattery
im &ggfett of Upper Egypt:: at tho time of
the Ptolemies, who, on account.of fome
repgiss twenty oy thirty centuries after the
figft building of the temple, ventured to de-
dicate it to his mafters, to infosibe the ghte
‘with theiganies, and thus tranfinit them
to pofterity, . The glosy of kings ean indeed
aply efift theflood of time by being exalted
on the monuments raifed by thg.giga; de-
prived of this fupporty gliey as buried in the
overwhelming fircam, leaving behind them
only empty: names that-hiftory: repoats in
vain. What would become of AW
without his immortel menument, the Iliad
of
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of Homer o of Sgfpleis, without the. rc-
... . s

nyains-oft thefs ‘Msiicooval temples? The
R N

fmmes of Periclds; of Auguftus, of the Mew
dicwan Lorenzo, are iluminated sdy . the
torch of literature-and she aitsy while .the
tomds of Genfetio,” Attila, Tameslane, and

yers; are

she commoin thins of time.. ..ouam.. .

I found in the ficlds near the lowey part
of the towri, a fragment of a tabernacle, og
monolithic temiple; which, aftér having been
broken, Bad ferved for the  drinking ‘trough
to a ciftern; one of its windew frames ftill
remaining_entire, bore a hieroglyphical in«
ibﬁptio;g admirably m&u&dﬁjﬁn 8 per=
fe& ftate of prefervation: I copied it g for
fach & fragment as this ia of itRlf a mo-
nument, an ittevocable atteflation of the
eulture and mtethmtxon to
’wh?ch it ﬁn'm;rly belonged: (Plate LX.

Fig. 2.)
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We left Kous,and agr ‘md“kt Kmeh%,wlmg'

we found a numbgr of ' merchants o{ all na~
M
tions. By intercourfe with th j_ngtmqs of

different cauntncs} «ctgg_gmics proy
to be contradied ; and, when, we. begin to
reckon::the. days | r:qumsd for- the jolticy,
and. ﬁhc mceﬂ'ary méans of eficding if, the
| fmwcj«@gw@mﬁ:
we o fooner find qurfelves d@ually engaged,
than many. difficultics, fotm;dablc at firtt,
infenfibly dzm;mﬂu andl at length, difappear,
i ca;; feemed. like
nexghbommg places to the mgwl;e:c we
were; and. Il}dxa ALRIf was but.a, M way.
beyond them. In. the oppofits, direction. the
oaley wero'afudlly; o maore thar thueg:doya
journay off us, and ceafed te-appesn€o our
imagination as. at_l‘gufflmﬂ cmmtry. ‘
From oafis'to aalis, cafy marches of ong
or two days, we arrive: a?'gém oﬁzmgf
thq
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the capitals of Nubxa, which feparates Egypt
fromh Abwn the latter of
which countries is in the road to, and trades
with, Tw whofe inhabitants are
fill the cHicf it in Afcs, of Européan
cu:;iggty. and whofe very exifience was 4
ihort time ago pmlm,gcal It is true,
indeed, that though the journey to Darfur
inay be accomplithed in forty days, a hun-
dred more are required to reach Tombuc-|
too. A merchant whom I found at Keneh,
and who had often been to Datfur, whcrc
the caravans amvc from Tombu&oo, gavc
me the following 1tmcrary, which I fubjoi

in the note.# Here alfo we found many

Routefrom Sist te Darfur and Sennaor by Dmgola
Fro@&nt by the defert, in a fouth-wefterly dn'eéhon,
fgx_r_gaywrc réquired to reach Korg-Elyah, the mol]

populous and beft cultivated of the oafes: here is
{tvogm of frefh water, which, riﬁnﬁ oyt of the ground,

19
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Turkifb, Macean, and Mmehm
come %0 adxangeﬂmmdmwm

for corn. ot L W, o T
e e > " : 'y
in, afbcr 3 dhort 1 thereis a S
e ] .
trefs, and a large village.
From Korg-Eluzh to Bulague,

day'’s journey : herd™ i Yaiall village, and well tafied
water, whichs however, is apt to difagree with thofe who
aré not accuftomed to'it. -

From Bulague to /El-Bfofish, one day: brackifh

water.
”‘;Fom Elzgfdhh to Beris, half a day’s journey. Here
there is a Li¥ge Village, and tolerably good wrater.
“Prom Bevisto Ei Me;k_I_x,__%wo hours. Here it is ne-
' to hy in 2 fiocl gfwater, for the da&s ceafe at
El Mekh, and nodm&"but falt or brackifh water is to
‘be met with for feveral days. Travelhng from this place
in_the fame direction as at firft, after fix duys, we réach
Deﬁr . -
From Defir to Selima, three days falg wrater, but sot
quite undrinkable,

From Seligia to Dongols, where we sgain moet witly
T the
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Notwichnging thefe fivourable apppas-
wnees, ' wnd the-guiet fubmiffion of the fupe-
rior claffts, the maﬁ of the nation, who bad

- -

nothing to lefe,emﬁdemg onrcqmty asin-

dicative of our weakmefs, allowed thenifolves

to be feduced by the beys, whao, taking ad-

the Nile, four duys. Here a frefh fupply of ¥iker and
provifions muft be laid in.

From Dongola, bearing-away more to the weft ‘for
Your days, we arrive at El Goya.h

From P1 Goyah to Zaguoneh, fix days: bw:ktth
wﬂcr

“From Zagaonch to Drfur, ten days, without meet-
ing with either village or water.

The other route from Dongola to Dagfur requires
feventeen nteen days march in & foutherly direftion te-Sen-
naar, and ‘hcnce_ _52,21{_*'“’ twelve days txwelhng_égg
mﬁ.

"It is above all effential, in fuch 2 journey, to be fuf-
ficiently well mounted, to keep up with the caravan,
as this flops for_no one, and he who Mﬁ than
the reft is neceflarily left behind.
° S ————=-

vantage
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vantage of their religious prejudices, and the

inﬂt}g&gc which the high tone of command ’
has over thofe that have been long accuf-
tomed to obcy, began afrefh to organize an
oppofition, * eight of ten leagues from our

head-quarters.

Bg_r_}f_ggi, a town two miles long, and
contaiming twelve thoufand inhabitants, al-
ways rebellious againft cvery government,
. from its fituation on the verge of the defert,
had called in the Arabs: a caravan from
Darfur was alfo juft arrived here.  Murad-
Bex, profiting of thiscaacurrence, had found
mcans, by working on their rcligious fana-
ticifin, én a fudden to excite the whole to
arms. Immediately upon intelligence of this
'b;::tg received, General Dayouft was dif-
patched with the cavalry to Beneadi: thie
common tranquillity requized the deftruc-
tion 8P¥tcano that was ineeffantly threat-

ening
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ening us: the troops, animated with the
hope of plunder, in an inftant {fwept away
the whole village: thofe of the inhabitants
that cfcaped joined the remnant of the Mec-
cans, marched againft Mipigt, and were put
to the fword in a fecond encounter.

Among the booty of ‘Bengadi was an im-
menfc number of women, partly inhabitants
of the place, and partly flaves brought by the
caravan : thofe to whofc fhare ‘tl‘mcy fell in
the divifion of the fpoil fold them in_open
markct ; from one they pafled to another,

rifing in value with every change of mafters,

till at Jength they were purchafed again
from their laft owners by their fathers, their
hufbands, or their former mafters : meek and

e

modett, they fubmitted with impaffive re-

fignation to their lot, and were reinftated in

their domeftic relations without any quef-
tions being atked. A conduét o little con-
* Vou. II. U fonant
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fonant to the ufual habits of Mahomedan
jealoufy, inducing us to exprefs our furprize,
we were anfwered very fenfibly, ¢ What

- . . -‘-\
“ fault of theirs 1s it that we have not been

= —

“ able to defend them "

MrmH:ch, who had arrived by way of
the defert, to cut off our communication
with Cairo, faw the attack and deftru&tion
of his allies, without daring to come to their
affiftance ;T contented himfelf with taking
meafures for holding us in_check, without
much rifk to his own troops, waiting in the
mean while for more favourable circume-
ftances : the prefent was not the time for
him either to propofc or to accept terms of
accommodation, for what community of po-
litical or commercial intercfts was there be-
twcen us, on which to bafe the refpective
guarantee of mutual good faith! Accuftomed,
befides, to unforefeen reverfes of fortune, his

hopes
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hopes were ftill kept alive. The abfence of

the commander in chief, the employment
of part of our forces in the Syrian expedi-

tion, the conftant tormation of coniplracxcs,
all forhade him, to dcfpond “nor was he
wanting to his own fortune, in taking every
mcans of organizing and keeping up the
{pirits of his party. He perfuaded the emir
Adgi at Cairo, who was under mto join
the commander in chief in Syria, to affemble
a body of men fufficient to feiz¢ Belbejs,
which lay 1n his road, by a coup-de-main;
thus to cut off the retreat of the army, to

raife the country upon our fcattered forces,
and oblige us to concentrate our troops by
abandoning Upper Egypt. This promifing
fcheme terminated, however, only in the
ruin of the ¢ir: fome fufpicious movements
difcovered his defigns, and to avoid being
arrefted by the garrifon of Belbeis, he was

U2 obliged,
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obliged, with a few followcrs, to hurry to the
defert. The dete&ion of this confpxracy, the
maflacre of Beneadi, and the fecond dcfcat

@~ v — —m—

at Minict of thofe who had efcaped ‘the
maflacre, again unhinged the projects of
Murad-Bey, and obliged him to retire to the
oafes.

While at Keneh I had to regret the death
of a crocgdile, which fome peafants having
furprifed afleep, had bound and brought alive
to the officer who commanded during the
agfcncc of General Beliard : the animal be-
ing yet young, and fettered by an iron circle
between the fhoulders and belly, could not be
very formidable; we might have obferved
and become acquainted with his habits,which
are unknown even in his native country, fo
much is he an objet of terror! It would
have been curious to {ee his manner of eating,
to afcertain what kind of food he lives on,

whether
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whether matftication is neceffary to him, and

if fo, how it is effeed in an animal poflefled
only of cutting tceth; how his throat fupe
nly of cutting tocth; throat fup
plies the place of a tongue, and whether ad-
— T <y T~
vantage might be taken of his voracity to

render him tame.  He might, perhaps, have
been brought alive to France, and might
—‘.._-—-—- .
therc have been fubmitted to the examina-
tion of the naturalifts and the (guriofity of
the Parifians, doing hemage to the nation as
a trophy of the conquered Nile. In my
wanderings on the banks of this river I have

fcen a great number of all fizes, from three

many officers worthy of credit affured me

that they met with one no lefs than forty

feet long. They are by no means fo feroci-
n—a——— & e are ——y

ous as is pretended: their favourite reforts
R ——————

are the low iflands of the river, where they

age feen bafking in the fun (the moft intenfe
Us heat
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heat of which appears highly grateful to
them) by numbers at a time, afleep and mo-

tjonlefs as fo many logs of wood, furrounded

k)y firf}s, who appear totally unmindful of
them. What is the food of thefe large ani-
mals ? Many ftories arc relatcd of them, but

we have not yet had an opportunity of veri-
fying a fingle onc. Daring even to impru-
deice, our {oldiers fet them at defiance; even
I myfelf bathed daily in the Nile; for the
tranquil nights that I thus obtained rendered

me regardlefs of dangers which we had not
as yet verified by a fingle fa&. If the croco-
diles had devoured a few of the carcafles
which the war left at their difpofal, fuch a
food, it might be imagined, would only ex-
cite their appetite, and engage them to pur-
fue when alive fo favourite a prey ; and yet
we were neyer once attacked by them, nor
did we ever meet with a ﬁnglc crocodile at a

diftance
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diftance from the water. Hence it appears
probable that they find in the Nile itfelf a
fufficient quantity of eafily procurable food,
which they digeft flowly, being, like the
lizard and ferpent, cold blooded and of an

mnadtive ftomach. Bcﬁdcs, having in the
Egyptian part of the Nile no enemies but

cach other and man, they would be truly
formidable, if, covered as they are with an

almoft impenectrable dcfenfive armour, they

were alert and fkilful in making ufe of thofe
which nature has given them for attack.
When [ left Kench, General Beliard had a
young one in his poflcflion no more than fix
inches long, which yct alrcady began to thow l
its native ferocity. I was afterwards inform-
ed by the general, that it lived four months
without.eating, without appearing to_fuffer,
w1;hégt gppearmg to grow, or to Jecome
U 4 leaner,
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leaner, and to the lait was as untracable as
e
ever.

Ammianus Marcellinus, who wrote in the

L
time of Julian, has recorded, that, from the
Ctmagpe— -

remoteft antiquity, the Egyptians confidered

themfelves as dupes, it they paid their debts
—— _ o e————

without being compelled to it by actual tor<e

- - e——

or_frar: fortunatcly for me, the people of

Dcndera had not degencrated fiom their an-
ceftors.

From the window of my apartment at
Keneh, 1 faw the ruins_of Tentyra, two
lcawﬁ’, on the other fide of the Nile;
thofe ruins, the recolle@ion of which infpired
me with fo much intereft, mixed at the fame
time with regret, at not having had an op-

portunity to make a drawing of a zodiac,

which clearly proved the deep knowledge of
the ancient Egyptians in aftronomy.
The.
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‘The Denderites refufing to pay the tribute,

a hundred men were fent thither, whom I

accompanied.  From Dendera to the 1uins

of Tentyra 1s only twenty mmuates ride; this

—

latter place, fromn its ¢ncicnt monuments, ds

called Ly the Arabs, Berbeh,  We arriveu at
—e_—
the town in the cvening, and the next morn-

ing, with a guard of thirty men, [ went to

the rms, and this time took pofleflion of
them in the > 1 lentude of repofe and quict. [
was fitft of all dehy hited to find that my en-
thutiaftic admitaticn of the great tcmplc was
not an illufion produced by the novelty of its
appearance, fince after having feen all the
other Egyptian monument:, this ftill appear-
cd the moft perfect 14 its execution, and con-

ftructed at the happidt period of the arts and
feiences: every thing in it iy laboured, is in-
terefhing, isim ortant. It W ould be necetlary

%0 draw thc wholc 1 m 1ts muﬂ: minute detatl,
wenmetgl

t0
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to poflefs ourfelves of all that is worth car-
rying away ; nothmg has been made without

fome end in view, without contnbutmg ina
greater or lefs degree to the perfetion and
harmony of the wholc. As my time here
was very limited, ] began with what had

been the principal obje& in my journey

hither, the cclegial Blanifghcrc, which occu-

pies part of of the ceiling of a little apartment,

built over the nave of the great tcmple. The

floor being low, and the room dark, I was
able toork at it only a few hours in the
day; but neither this, nor the multiplicity
of the details, and the great care required in
not confounding them by the ncceflity of
viewing them_in fo inconvenient a pofture,
abated pay ardour w.thg, defire of bringing to
the philafpphers.of my native country the

copy of an Egyptian basgelicf of fo much

importance, made me patiently endure the
tormenting
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tormenting pofition required in its delinea-
tion. (See Plate LVIIL) T copied alfo the
oSSR

reft of the cciling, which is divided into two

———

cqual party, by a large_figure that feems to
be an Ifis: her feet rcft upon the earth, her

—————

arms arc cxtende 1 towards heaven, and fhe
i

appcars to occupy all the fpace between. In
another part of the ceiling is a large figure,
probably repretenting hewven, ox_‘wnt_hc«y_”eg.r,
with 1ts hands and fet on the fame level,
and entolding with the cuevature of the body
tourtcen globes jlaced on _as many boats,

diftributed over feyven bands or zones, ¢ a-

rated from cach otler by numberlefs hiero-
glyphics, but too much covered with ftalac-
tites and fmoke to allow of being copicd. I
took, however, a fketch of this compartment
T, T . .
of the cciling, in order to give a general idea
of its form. (Scc Plate LIIIL Fig. 1. and the
general plan of this apartment, Plate LVIIL

n
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in which the relative pofition of the feveral
objedts is laid down.)

Bchind this firft chamber is a fecond,
which receives light only througlt the door ;
this alfo is covered with moft intercfting and
admirably executed hicroglyphical piQures.
Notwithftanding the darknefs, and the (iif—
ficulty of getting what little light there was

to {all at the {amg time on the bas-rclief and

my paper, [ made drawings of almoft all that

was contained on the ceiling or the wall.

(See Plate LIIL Fig. 2, and Plate XL. Figs.

5,0, 7, and 8.) It is difficult to imagiue

what could be the ufc of this little edifice, fo

carefully finifhed and ornamented with pic-

tures fo cvidently fcientific: thofe on the
e————

ccilings appear to relate to the mottons of
a—— ———

the heavenly bodics, and thofe on the walls

p——
have probably fome reference to_the earth,
————————

and the influcnces of the air and water. The,
W A —————————g h
eart
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carth is univerfally reprefented by the figure
of Ifis, who was the prefiding divinity in all
the temples of Tentyra, and whofe emblem
or figure is:found in every part: her head is

feen forming the capital of the columns be-
een forming the cap )

longing to the portico, and the_firft chamber
of the great temple: it is alfo in the centre
of_the aftragal, and {culpturcd in_ gigantic
prf)gg_;gions, on the outfide of the founi::-ti.c.m
wall : it is the diftinguithing object in the or-
naments of the fricze and the cornice, and is

confpicuous in all the pictures,with her pro-

per attributes. It 1s Ifis to whom all the
———eevmg—. -y

offerings arc made, when they are not pre-
fented by herfclf to her hufband Ofiris: her
figure is infcribed on the outer gates of the

enclofure, and to her are dedicated the little
- - - ——A gy,

temples that are there reprefénted; in that
on the right hand of the _entrance, fhe is
triumphing over two evil genii; in that

which
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which is behind the great temple, the 1s va-
rioufly defcribed as holding Horus in her
arms, dc’fending him from cvcr-)f_l;ﬁi]c ats
tempt, entrufting him only to figures like
cowps, and fuckling him at every age, from

infancy to puberty.

I employed all the time in which, for want

of light, I was unable to work at the plani-
o g

fphere, in meafuring the capitals and co-
lumns, in making plans and clevations, and
taking views of the gates. There are now

neither doors por even hinges to thefe gatcs,

which formerly fecluded from prophane eycs
thofe myfteries of which the priefts were fo
e Y
jealous, and alfo, perhaps, concealed the trea-
fures of the ftate. The chambers confecrated
e — e g
to eternal _night, the myftegioufnefs of the
worfhip, obfcure as the temples themfelves,
the fecret initiations, fo difficult to be ob-

tained, and for ever fhut againft ftrangers,
and
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and the fudden overthrow, both of the go-
vernment and religion, as foon as Cambzfcs
had violated the fané&uaries, overthrown the
divinities, and carried off the treafures, all
combine in announcing that, within thefe

* ————

temples was contained the eflence of all ;

and that hence emanated all the civil and re-
ligious authority ghlic ftate.

My enquirics, my obfervations, and my
labours, were cut fhort by the eagernefs of
the fheik of the village to rid the diftrict of
our prefence : after the firft day he brought
in his cantribution, the general recalled the
troops, artd thus ended Iy’ expedition.

Juft before fetting off, I took a general
view of the fite of Tentyra, Wp
of n");mumcnts that overlook thc"ttov;rx;, with

the mountains rifing in the diftance. 1 alfo

copied an infcription in beautiful and large

Greck characters, placed like that at Kous
7 on
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on the liftels to the right and left of the
top of one of the outer gates, to the fouth
of the great temple. The following is the
infcription, taken as correctly as the muti-
lated ftate of fome of the letters would

admit.

TPIEPATTOKIATOPEKW@EOTTIOTAIO.
ZEAET .. :: ::: PAXPOTEPIIIOINAIOTOKTAIO

YHIEMONOZKAIMAPKOTKAQAIOYIIOXTOMOYE
HIZTI’ATHI‘OTTPT(I).Q.NOE}}TPATK‘H“OTNTO)ZOlA
IMOTOEIMHTPOIIOAEQE ::: 7 XNOMOTTOIIPO
TITAONIZIAGEAIMEIETHIKAITOIZXTNOIXI®EL

61):IETOZAAKALZAEQ;O.QT@Z}EBAET{-IL

Below is the fame infcription, with the

words feparated, and the letters reftored by
the litcrati whom I have confulted, toge-

ther with the tramflation that they have

given of it.

Trea
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Yrep avroxpatopos Kaicapos @cx viz Aiog subepin

rwrrpizs or gms Ilowhiz Oxrawiz nysuorss xor Mapre

PR

Kawdiag loguus ericparnya Tpupuvos cpatnyzyros ov ame
Tas i pomodsws Wy ex vous 10 wporuioy Ioidi @cayp
peyisms xas Tois auvsos Qcoss eres Ax Kaucapos Quud

©
GEoXiNt.

“ On account of the Emperor Cufar,
“ God, the fon_of Jupitcr the Deljverer,
* when Publius Octavius being governor,
¢ Marcus (‘l'audius Pottumus commander in
¢ chief, and Tryphon general, the deputies
¢« of the metropolis confcerated, in virtue

“of the law, the propyleum to_ Ifis, the

-

¢ greateft of the goddefles, and to the affo-

»

¢ ciated gods of the temple, in the thirty-

A

“ firft year of Cucfar.”

There is another infaiiption on the liftel of
the cornice of the great temple; but I was
unable to diftinguifh the characters futh-
" Vou. IL X ciently
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ciently well to copy them. Thefe few Greck
characters, in the midft of innumerable

. . . M .
Egyptian infcriptions, form an extraordinary
and ftriking contraft.

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER XVIIL

Prefent State of CM—Kapﬁn Wind, or
Hurricane of Egypt —Swarm of Locuffs
—Defeat of Selim-Bey—March acrofs the
Dcfert to Coffeir—Biralbarr— Fountains of
Kittal and El-More—Defcription of Cofféir
w—Arab  Cooking—Return to Mokatam—
Feaft at Abftma;za’z:-—Eg:yptian Servants.

OME days after my return from Ten-
tyra, the cavalry was fent to protect a
military cheft, which was to be conveyed
from Efnech to Kench. I took advantage
of this cfcort to go and vifit Keft, or Q_&p-

- — ——

thos, which I had pafled at a diftance threc

——

times before, without having had_opportu-
nity to ftop and vifit this town, or even to
side through it. I wifhed to know whe-

X 2 ther



324 TRAVELS IN EGYPT.

ther Copthos, which was fo celebrated by
the calamities which it underwent in the

time of the pcr_@cutions by Dioclefian, pof-

fefled any veftiges of higher antiquity, I
was ftruck in entering the town with the
good prefervation of its different monuments;
the ancient part ftill remains in the ftate in
which 1t was left by the conflagration which
terminated the long fiege that deftroyed it
in the third century; the old limits of the
city have been abandoned, and to this has
fycceeded an Arab town, with a boundary
wall of unbaked bricks, beyond which,

verging to the weft, was built the village of
K_(;ft, which ftill exifts. Was Copthos the
ancient namec of this town? And did the
ancient Copts take their name from that
of Copthos, where zcal colle@ed their num-
bers, and madc them fuftain {o obftinate
and difaftrous a fiege in the time of Diocle-

) fian ?
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fian? One may evidently diftinguifh the
t.iiﬂ'crcnt ruins of two_temples of high an-
tiquity, and thofe of a catholic church, in
which tafte and art in the conftrucion were
certainly lefs remarkable than the magnifi-
cence and richnefs of the materials em-

ployed: the fragments of porphyry and gra-

nite columns and pilafters, fcattered cver a
vaft fpace of ground, remain_to atteft the
opulence and luxury of the firft believers;
but the fculpturc on the doric friczes, fome
fragments of which are ftill vifible, thew
that at this period the cfforts at embellith-
ment, which art could command, only im-
poverithed the fumptuous magnificence of
the matcrials,  All thefc monuments lie
without form and order on the ground, ex-
cepting a few portions ftill left ftanding,
and none of them would furnith me with
«a fingle fubject for a drawing.

X3 I had
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I had often heard fpeak of the kampn,

which may be termed the hurricane of

Egypt and the defert; it is cqually terrible
by the frightful {pe@acle which it cxhibits

when prefent, and by the confequences

which follow 1its ravages. We had already
pafled with fecurity one half of thc feafon
in which it appears, when in the evening of
the lgtlx_gf_l\‘/.l_az, I felt myfelf entirely over-
come by a fuffocating heat; it fecmed as if
the fluctuation of the air was fuddenly fuf-
pended. I went out to bathe, in order to
overcome fo painful a fenfation, when I was
ftruck on my arrival at the bank of the
Nile, with a new appearance of naturc

around me; this was a light apd colours

which I had not yet feen. The_fun, with-
out being concealed, had loft its rays; it
had cven lefs luftre to the cyc than the
moon, and gave a pale light without fhade ;.

3 the
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the water no longer reflected its rays, but
appeared _in _agitation; every thing had
changed its ufual afpe¢t; it was now the flat
il{ore that fcemed luminous, and the air dull
and opaque; the yellow horizon fhewed
the trees on its furface of a dirty bluc ; flocks
of birds were flying off before the cloud ;
the frighted animals ran loofe in the coun-
try, followed by the fhouting inhabitants,
who vainly attempted to colle&t them to-
gether again; the wmd which had raifed
this immenfe mafs of vapour, and was urg-
ing it forward, had not yet rcached us; we
thought that by plunging our bodies in the
water, which was then calm, we could pre-
vent the baneful effeés of this mafs of duft,
which was advancing from the fouth-weft ;
but we had hardly entered the_river when
it began to {well all at once, as if it would
pyerflow its channel, the waves pafled over

X 4 our
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out heads, and we felt the bottom heave

up under our feet; our clothes were con-

veyed away along with the thore itfclf, which
feemed to be carricd off by the whulwind

—————
which had now reached uv; we were com-

pelled to leave the water, and our wet and
—_

naked bodics being beat upon by a florm

e ———.

of fand, were foon encrufted with a black

mud, which prevented us fiom dreffing
o-;;el\es; cnlightened only by a__r_c_q_gnd
g]oomz fun, with our eycs {marting, our
nofes ftuffed up, and our throats clogged
witlg_ﬁ_gﬁ, fo that we could haidly breathe,
we loft each other and our way home, and
arrived at our lodgings at Iaft onc by one,
groping our way, and guided only by the
walls, which marked our tiack. We could
now eafily conceive the dreadful fituation of
thofe who are furprifed with fuch a pheno-
menon of nature, when croffing the expofed

and
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and naked deferts; and we were {fo accuf-
tomed to the ferene tky of Egypt, that we
could hardly bear with any patience fuch a
fudden traufition,

The next day, the fame mafs of dutt, at-

tended winh fimilar appearances, tiavelled

along the defert of Lybia: it followed the

chain of the mountains, and when we flat-

tered ourfelves that we were entirely nid of

this peftilence, the weft wind brought it back,

and once more overwhelmed us with this

fcorching torrent; the flathes of lightning

appeared to pierce with diffiiculty through
this denfc vapour; all the clements feemed
to be {ftill in diforder; the gin was mixed

with whirlwinds of fire, wind, and duft, and

in this time of counfufion the trees and all
the other produions of nature feemed to be
again plunged i the horrors of chaos.

» If the defert of Liybia had fent us thefe

clouds
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clouds of duft, thofe on the caft, on the cone
trary, had been inundated with water, for
the merchants who camc from thc borders
of the Red Sca told us, that in the vallies
they had matcr up to the middle of their
legs.

Two days after this difafter, we were told

that the plain was covered with birds, which

were pafling on from eaft to weft, like the
clofe files of an army; and, indeed, we faw

at a diftance the ficlds appear to move, like

a broad torrent flowing through the country,
Thinking that thcy might be fome forcign
birds we haftencd out to mcet them ; but
inftcad of birds we faw a cloud of locufts,

who juft fkimmed the foil, ftopping at cach

blade of grafs to devour it, then flying off
“to ncw food. If it had been the feafon in
which the corn was young and tender, this
would have been a ferious plaguc; for thefes

children



TRAVELS IN EGYPT. 331

children of the defert are as lean, as aive,
and as vigorous as the Bedouin Arabs; it
would be interefting to know how they live
and produce fuch multitudes in {0 and a de-
fert; perhaps it was the rain that had fallen
in the valleys which had fuddenly hai hed
them, and had produccd this emigration, juft
as certain winds bring fwarns of gn..ts. The
wind changing again in a contrary diretion
to their march, they were once more driven

B S

back into the defert.  Thefe “ocufts are of a

rofe- colour, fpeckled with black, very ftrong,
fhy, and difficult to catch.

We learncd that a detachment of two
hundred men from our garrifon at Efnch,
commanded by captain Renaud, had fet out
from Etfu, and had marched towards Syene,
in order to dislodge from this town Ofman
and Aflan-Bey, who had returned thither.

. Emboldcncgl by the fmall number of
French,
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French, who were marching without can-
non, they attacked our men with their ufual
impetuofity. The cvent was that Selim-Bey
fell by our bayonets, three fheiks, one cafna-
dar, and forty two Mameclukes, were killed
on the ficld of battle, or were carried oft to
Syene, where they died the fame day; forty
others were wounded, and the reft of the
fugitives afcended the country above the ca-
taraéts as far as Bribes. This battle com-
pleated the deftru&ion of the Mamcluke
party; the Arab fheiks of the tribe of Ababdes
were convinced of the infufficiency of their
means of rcfiftance, feparated from the con-
federacy, and came to Kench to make peace
and alliance with us.

Defaix, in order to drive Murad from his
rctreat, was preparing at Siut an cxpedition
for the oafis ; the command of it was to be
given to his aid-de-camp Savari, whilft geng-

ral
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ral Beliard was getting ready.the detachment
which we were to fend to Coffeir. I fhould
have been glad to have accompanied both,
but ] was obliged to make my choice: whilft
I was hefitating, Murad quitted Helluah,
and the Englith appeared at Coffeir. All

our attention was now directed to their quar-

ter; General Douzelot arrived at Keneh,
with orders to mark out the plan for a fort
to contain fix hundred men, and to go for-
ward to Cofleir to eftablith himfelf there.
The ncceflary provifions were made for both
projeéts, and we were foon ready to march
for the dcfert.

We collected a great number of camgls, |
fay we, becaufe by degrees one identifies
one’s-felf with thofe that onc lives with, and
I was a party concerned in every event that
happened to the divifion of Defaix, and more
particularly to the twenty-firft demi-brigade.

1 var-
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I partook of its dangers, its fuccefles, its mif-
fortunes, and 1 perfuade myfelf that I came
in for fome fhare of its glory. Our caravan
was compofed of three hundred and fixty-fix
of our men; we had each of us a camel to
ourfelves, which alfo carried the baggage and

.
water neceffary for each individual ; and be-

fides, two hundred camels were loaded with
articles of the firft neceflity for us on our ar-
nival at Cofleir. The chiefs of the Arabs, who
bad juft made alliance with us, joined our
caravan, making advantage of this opportu-
nity to ingratiate themfelves with us by ferv-
ing as guides, efcort, and rcar-guard; the
whole party might amount in all to a thou-
fand or ¢leven hundred men, and as many
camels. It was entertaining for us to fee each
other mount our beafts; the camel, who is
in general fo deliberate in all his ations,

mounts on his hind legs firft very brifkly as
foon
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foon as the rider leans on his faddle to fpring
up, and throws him firft forward and then
backward, and it is not till the fourth mo-
tion when.the beaft is entircly on his legs
that the rider can find his balanice. None
of us had been able to refift the firft thake,
and we each had to laugh at our neighbours
till we were all well fixed on our feats.

We left Keneh the 26th of May, at ten in
the morning, and arrived at four in the after-
noon at Birambarr or Biralbarr (7he Well of
Wf_/l_sj a village on the edge of the defert,
about as high up as Copthos, and oppofite to
the defile which leads to Kittah, a fgl_lll_t’ajp,
of which I have fpoken above, and which 1s
the radiating centre of all the different roads
that lead to Coffcir. We halted at Birambar,
and after the camels had eat and drank as
much as they chofe, they were compelled to

{wallow
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fwallow a fecond allowance of bcans and bats

ley, Wthh war firced into their mouths,

T e e ey e - —— ——————-

ThL name oi Biralbarr, or Well_of IVells,

arifes doubdefs rrote the two foungains, which

arc the only refources which this vulage

offers. The water is fulphureous, but fweet

and refrefhing, owing to the nitre which it
contains. I Lad been appiehenfive of the

fwinging pace of the camel, and the prancing

of the dromedary had mude mc fear being

thrown over his head, but I was foon agree-
ably undeceived.  When ouce fixed in the
faddle, one has only to give way to the mo-
tion of the beatt, an'l one foon finds that 1t
1s nnpoﬁlbk. tu be more pleafuntly mounted
for a long journcy, efpecially 2s no attention
1s requifitc to guide the animal, cxceptin
turning him out of his ftrait forward direc-

tion, which very feldom happens in the de-
2 fert
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fert and amidft a caravan. The camel very
rarely trips, and never ftumbles cx;_chhcrc
the ground is wet : the dromedary is among
the camel t.’nbe what the greyhound is among
dogs; they are only ufed for_the faddle : a

ring is pafled through their noftril, to which

a thong is tied, and this fcrvcs as a bridle
to guide and ftop him, or make him kneel
when the rider wifhes to difmount. The
pace of the dromedary is light, the opening
of the angle of his long legs, and the flexible
fpring of his lean foot renders his trot eafier
than that of any horfe, and at the fame time

full as {wift,

In quitting Biralbarr we turned to the eatt,
and entered a long wide valley, forming an
extenfive plain, at the extremities of which
appear fome points of rocks, which fhew that
one is travelling along a chain of hills. I
regretted I had not Dolomieu with me in

Vor. IL Y ‘ this
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this journey, but Citizen Roziere fupplied
his place. We marched thus till ten at night
in good order, fo that on ftopping at any time
we could immediatcly form in military array.

We then each fpread our carpet befide our

camel, fupped on it, and flept. At one in

thc morning the moon rofe the drum was
beat, and in fivce minutes time we were all
again on our march without any confufion
or trouble. In the defert one feels one’s re-

1pe redoubled for the camel, that venerable

animal ; however hard is his condition, he
knows it, and conforms to it without impa-
tience; he is a truly bountiful gift of Provi-
dence, and nature has fet him down in a

country in which his place could not be fup-

plicd to the fervice of man by any animal

e s - ——— T Aty

whatever ; the fand is truly his elementy for

e oy

as foon as he quits it, and touches_the mud,

he can hardly keep upon Lis feet, and his
3 conftant
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conftant trips alarm the rider for-the fafcty
of himfelf and his baggage. :

At day-break we arrived at Kittgh, a very
fingular fountain, fince it is fituated on a
high;r level than all the furrounding ground;
this fountain confifts of thref: wells fix feet
in dci)_th, and the ftrata of which are, firft,
a bed of fand, and beneath, a fr_ec-ﬁgn_c'ﬁck,
throuwlwi“ch the water filtrates, and flowly
fills the_hLoles that aic dug. There is here
a fmall mofque, or car;vanfary, which ferves
for fhelter to travcllers when they are not
very numerous.

Onc may here be convinced of the im-
portancc of thofc wells which are fo often
mentioned in the Cld Teftament, and the
hiﬁ:ogz__’of the Arabs; and onc fees how dif-
ficult it would be to eret the fmalleft edifice
in fuch infulated and unprote&ed fpots,
that arc fo barren of neceflary fupplics; and

. Yo yet
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yet it would be abfolutely neceffary, in taking
permanent pofleflion of Egypt, to eret a
fortrefs, and to keep a garrifon in Kittah,
to aflure a free communication between
Coffeir and the Nile, and to reprefs the
Arabs of thefe parts, to whom this fountain

is a poft which renders them mafters of an

extenfive country, on account of the per-

manent and inexhauftible fource of water,
=i

which, if not fecured, would always afford
a ready fupply to an enemy as foon as he was
driven into the defert. We continued to
march the reft of the day through the fame
kind of country, but it infenfibly rofe, and
the ranges of mountains on either fide ap-
proached nearer to cach other. We then
encamped during the evening, and refumed

our march as on the day before.
At day-break we found the appearance
of the country changed; the mountains
7 that
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that we had pafled the day before were
rocks of free-ftone, thefe were of pu E 5

ﬂ:ggg, being a mixture of granite, porphyry,
ferpentine, and other primitive fpccies, ag-

gregated in green {chiftus. The valley con-

tinued to grow narrower, and the rocks on
every fide more lofty. At noon we had
reached the firft half of our _Journey, in the
midft ﬁnc rocks of chgc_i_z}, which would
be very eafy to work, if it were not for the
great diftance from any fupplies of provifion:
the portions of g:-agi_t.e, of which this breccia
is compofed, thew_that the primitive moun-
tains are not far diftant. Having pafled thefe
fine rocks, we began to defcend again, tilT we
reached a fountain called E{:_l_\_l__oﬁe, which is
only a {mall i;l.;undcr a yock. The water
was cxcellent, but not fufficient for our_nu-
merous caravan; we pafled on to a fecond
Matering-place, compofed of fcvcws,

Y 3 under
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under a rock of very green fchiftus, mixed
with white quartz, which gives it the ap-
L ad —————
pearance of the antique green marble. This
was the_only fpot for about forty paces in
which the road was narrow and difficult,
and gave us fome trouble to get our artillery
over; all the reft was like a well fanded
walk in a garden: the bafe of the roc,k 1
N ——————

——— —

fwept by torrents from the ﬁdcs of the lllllb

when 1t rains; and thefe floods, which only

————_

laft a few hours, level the valley before them,

without, however, makins a ravine.

‘The variety of form and colour in thefe

rocks began to break the fad and monotonous
-
unitormity of the defert, and gave it almoft

a rural appearance ; the country became
o— -- —

{fonorous ; the noif'c of our party began to
*‘

ccho n the ve llt.)s, and appeared like the
wakcmns of nature, for our troops had
crofled the fandy plains in filence; hardly
o had

13
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had they begun to conveife when in the vals
leys, but when arrived among the rocks, they
made them refound with mirth and gaiety,
and the gloom of the defert difappearcd.
This fecond fountain, though abundant, was
too limited to fupply the wants of our whole
troop ; only a part ot them could fill their
watcr-veflels, and we puthed on to that of
El-Adoute, where the v;z:tcr, though not
quite fo fweet, is ftl very good. We dug
a wel~1, which direétly gave it of exccllent

quality; and as it was the only drinkable
water that we were to meet with m the re-
mainder of our journey, we and our camels

- p— S EEAR——
drank for_the prefent and future, replaced

- - — e — -
w&tix it that which was in our watcr-veflcls,
and took in as large a fupply as poﬁib.lc, ta
laft us to Cofleir, as it would be {canty and
- Sem——

bad in the whole road thithcr. With a

fortified tower, a ciftern, and a caravanfary
Y 4 cftablithed
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eftablithed here, the paflage: from Cofleir to
the Nile would be as eafily praéticable as any
other road.

In proportion as we defcended, the moun-
tains diminithed in height; they no longer
exhibited the fame beds of magnificent
breccia, but were again become filiceous,
crofled with quartz. We ftopped to fleep
fome hours, after having marched eighteen,
At day-break we found the valley much en-
lagged, and foon it was crofled fuddenly by
a reddifh calcarcous mountain, edged with

fome rocks of free-ftone; we coafted along

the foot of this mountain, which, in round-
ing off, was terminated by a fchiftofe _1_rg_ck,
and beyond it the ftrata werc entirely cal-
cargous. Here is the fountain of Ambagi,
but the water is only drinkable for camels;
though it is in confiderable quantity, it pof-
fefles the quality of a mineral fpring, and

would
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would perhaps be as falutary in the cure of
difeafes as Spa, or Barege; but here, where,
owing to the fterility of the foil, and the fo-
bricty of the inhabitants, there are but few

difeafes and no uﬁcmns, this fpring creeps

—— —

inglorious under a black and mephitic

mud: and asit purges thofc who can endure
the deteftable taftc which it leaves in the
mouth, and encrgafes inftcad of fatisfying
thirft, it pafles for tiic moft alignant foun-
tain in the country, However, it has been
the means of the growth of fcyen or eight
palgx_;_gr_c_gs, which form the on]i_g_t;gvc that

is to be feen for fifty leagues around.

I perceived by the lightnefs of the air,
that we were approaching the fca; and foon,
in following the courfe of a large ravine, we
faw the waves breaking on the rcefs which

———e. R—
line the fhorc. A mift on the horizon
Jpointed out to us the Afiatic coaft, which,

however,



346° TRAVELS IN EGYPT.

however, was too far to be at all difcerned.
The Ababdes Arabs, who had preceded us,
N s e,
had gonc on before to give notice of our
arrival to the inhabitants of Cofleir, and we
faw thcm return with the fheiks of the town
and _thcir foll_owcrs, driving before them a
flock of theep, the firft offering of peace and
e e — -
homage. Fhe coftume of the Coffeirans 1s
—— RSy,

——

the fame as that of Megga; the Ababdes
were many of them naked, except a girdle

round their loins, with a lazce in their hands,
and a daffi ger attached to the lcft arm; they
fat with their legs crofled on the lofty faddle

of their meagre dromedaries, forming a fin-

gular contraft with the Meccans, who had a
graver air, wore a head-drefs like the ancient
Roman augurs, were wrapped up in long
garments _with  broad ftripes, and were
mountcd on large camels. As foon as the

different parties met, every one difmounted ;

our
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our troops put themfclves in order of battle,
and after an amicable conference of a few
minutes, we went altogether to take poffef-
fion of thc caftle, on which the white

ftandard of peace was waving. I had formed

fuch an 1dca of a pitiful town and ruined
caftle in Cofleir, that when I came to them,
I thought the former almoft fplendid, and
the caftle, a fort. This latter i1s an Arab
edifice, built in the *imes of the caliphs, in
the ftyle of the fortifications of Alexandria,
forming a fquarc with four curtains, flanked
with as many baftions, without ditches': but
by adding a counterfcarp to the prefent
fortifications, the caﬁlc’may refift the {loat-
ing batteries and the troops which may be
landed from the Red Sea. The port and
road of Coficir is formed by ggg_f;,.' which
defend it from the north-north-weft winds,
and a head-land that preteels it from the

fouth-
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fouth-fouth-eaft. It is open on the eaft and
fouth-caft. This head-land, or cape, is
entirely of late formation, and is compofed
of nothing but madrepoyes, the greater num-
ber of which are of an enormous fize.
Nothing can defcribe in adequate terms the
fevere {adnefs of the country, the rigid afpe&
of the foil, and the infupportably dazzling
refle@ion of the fun from the whitc thelly
thore ; and to fec human beings in buftle and
agitation in this barren fpot, gives one a
ftriking piGure of the privations which
avarice will endure in order to obtain a fuper-
fluity. The Arab houfes arc compofed of a
few pieces of wood that fupport fome mifer-
able mats, under which the inhabitants live
on thell-fith, and form all their houfehold
utenfils of the thells; and even work them
into boxes, which are not without clegance.

It would have been interefting to have rc-
connoitercd
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connoitered the road of Berenice, which was
made at a great expence by the Ptolomies,
forty leagues to the fouth, and afterwards
abandoned for that of Cofleir, which, how-
ever, will only hold a fmall number of mer-
chant fhips of inferior fize, as the depth of
water is only two fathoms, and two and a
half where it is the deepeft. To load the
veflels, they are obliged to carry the goods in

the arms of men a hundred and fifty paces
from the fhore, to put them on board boats,
which afterwards have to take them to the
veflels which are to be freighted. With all
thefe inconveniencies, it might at firft ap-
pear furprifing, to find ftill fome commercial
a&ivity in the huts and rubbith of Coffeir ;
but when one confiders, that it is, after all,
the beft known port in the Red Sca, that it
furnifhes com_to Mccu, and receives the

coffee
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coffec of Yemen, that it is the point of con«
ta@t between Afia and Africa, and mght
become the entrepét of the merchandize of
thefe parts of the world, one is till more
aftonithed that any government can be fo
waftefully blind to its own refources, as to
have thought of nothing but haraffing, and
vexing by impofitions, a commerce, which
would return fuch large intereft for all that
might be advanced to it. Neither cuftom-
houfe, nor magazincs, nor even a fingle cif-
tern are to be found at Cofleir.  When we
arrived at this port, there was no other water
in the town than what was brought from
Afia, and this coft us a fous a goblet ; but
the adivity of our foldiers made them find

fprings in twenty-four hours; and we got for

nothing water better than that which was

=Ty
fold fo dear, though it could not be kept or
heated
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heated Miyg an_almoft inflips
portable bitternefs. But as there is no doubt
—————

that freth water is to be found in the vici-
mty of Cofleir, we left it to the garrifon
which remained behind in the place, and to
the indefatigable Douzclot, who was to com-
mand it, to find in the beds of clay fome
fpring which might not bc impregnated
with any arid and noxious matter.

The coaft all about Cofleir is frightfully

poor and barren, but the fea is rich in fifh,

thells, and cc_)_r_gls: the latter are fo nume-
rous, that it may have been here that the
whole fea acquired the name _of Red, whilft
the fand on the thore is fo white. The reefs

are only coral and madrepores, as well as all

the rocks which lic in thefc feas, to within
half a league of the actual fhore. I fhould
have had much fatisfattion in making a col-

le&ion
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lection of the fhells on this coaft, which
appeared to be as numerous as varied; but I
had fome other drawings to mak:: and thefe,
with the neceffary preparations for returning,
allowed me no fpare time, except to make
an excurfion along the thore with our new
allies the Ababdes Arabs. I mounted onc
of their dromedaries, feated myfelf in the
faddle of the fathion of the country, and was
delighted with the light cafy pace of the onc,
and the commodioufnefs of the other. We
entirely gained their friendthip by exercifing
with them in mock charges, and thewing fo

much confidence in them, as to accompany
them all day at a diftance from Coffeir, and
riding with them at the rate of a leaguc in
lefs than a quarter of an hour.

* Two days after our arrival, that we might

not wafte the provifions of thofe that we
left
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left behind, we fet out on our return; we
were ftill preceded by our Arab friends, to
whom the defert feemed by right to belong.
They neglected pone of the produds of their
c?ﬁpire ; for we perceived two gazelles flying
into the defert, upon which four of our allies
fet out in purfuit of them, with indifferent
matchlock guns; fome minutes after_we
heard only two thots fired, and we faw them
return with both the gaze]]rcs, who were
as fat as if they had been fed in the richeft
paii:urc. I was invited to partake of them;
and being curious to know how their cookery
was carried on, I, went to their quarter : the
leader, \;vho was as proud as a fovereign, had
no other decoration than the belt which we

had given him; his palace was wherever he

fpread his carpet; his kitchen utenfils con-

O e

tifted of two plates of copper, and a pot of
Vor. II. Z the
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thec fame metal; butter, flour, and two
fticks of wood, completed his tg_lg_l_e equipage:
in a few minutes he had ftruck a light, col-

leced old camels’ dung for fucl, made dough
of his flour, and cooked fome fritters, which
s ———

were very gond when hot; and this, with
the foup of the ﬂ“cfh, the bouillie, and broiled

. —~—
mcat, madc up a very tolerable repaft for
one who had any appetite, which, however,
was not my cafe, for I had not the leaft in

the defert, and I lived almoft cntircly on

lemonade, which 1 gencrally made when

veaatt———,

riding on my camcl, by putting flices of

lemon in my mouth, along with {ugar, and

wathing it down with watcr.  Our Arabs
were acquainted with cvery corner of paf-
turage; they knew to what forwardncfs of
growth fuch and fuch plants thould have at-
tained at a leaguc’s diftance from the regular

traek.



TRAVELS IN EGYVT. 355

track, and fent their camels to feed upon
them: thefe poor auimals had nothing clfe
in the wlfolc day but a?]n—g}c feed of bcilns,
which they ruminate for the remainder of
the day, either on their journey, or lying

down on the feorching fand, v 1thou£ tn{hfy-

ing the lcalt impaticnce. The pafiion of

defire alone gives them fome violence ©.: their
actions, particularly the females, who uppear
more irritable ; and, what is extraordinary,

fatigue feems to inflame their temperament,

inftead of exhaufting them.

Our return was ftill more rapid than our
journcy out: being freed from the incum-
brance of artillery, and every kind of lading,
we marched more britkly, ftill, however,
abridging the time of our halts and our fleep.
We rcturned in two _days and a half: but,

for the laft half day we were qultc overcome
Z2 with
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with fatiguc’ and drought, and I cou'd only

quench my thirft by eating largely of meclons,

and plunging in the Nile. After travelling

for eight days in the defert, the fenfes are

awakcnsgl_lzﬁhgﬂjghﬁ;ﬁ_im@ﬂioxxs ; and

I ftill remember the delight which I felt on

again fpendine the night reclined on the
banks of the Nile, hearing the wind ruftling
in the leaves of trees, and feeling the refreth-
ing coolnefs that it acquires in bruthing
through the long leaves of the palm, which
it gently agitates: every thing was alive, and
gave animating fenfations ; life was in the
air, and nature fcemed to refpire. How-
ever, I became fully convinced by this jour-
ney, made in the hotteft time of the year, and
the hazard of which had been much ex-
aggerated to us, that the undertaking it is
what rcquires the effort of courage, and the

dangér
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danger flies from thofe who brayeit. I will

here add a note of the hours of march in our
route, which are not liable to vary, as the
pace of every loaded camel is the fame: no
other alteration can occur m this reckoning
than what arifes from accidents, and from
the greater or lefs time {pent in halts and
nizht encampments. However, cvery other
fcafon of the year 1s preferable to that which
we were obliged to take for this expedition :

in winter the traveller may be refrefhed in

the mountains by a rain_of feveral hours,

which furnithes abundance of water, and

readers the journey only a promenade on a
large {lain of fand ; but, during the time of
the kgLn_fln, one may be aflailed by thefe
hurricanes, which, however, we had the

200d fortune to efCapc.

73 Hours
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" Hours of Marcl of our loaded Camcls fiom
Kench to Cofféir.
Hours. Min.
From Keneh to Byr-al-Baar — 3 50
To the halt for the nightin thedefat + 45

To Kittah — — — 3 30
To the night-halt —_ — ¢ 30
To the fitle tountun —_ — 0 35
To the {econd, callcd El ad-Houte 0 45
To the mght Lt — — 4 30
To the fountain of Ambagt — 8 15

To Coffcir — — — 1 15

Total 41 55
There only wants at Mokatam granite and
porphyry rocks to give it all the ::hara&crs
of a primitive chain, and thefe might pro-

bably be found Ithcrc, fince, in the breccia of
whiclt
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which the mountains are compofcd, rounded

fragments of thefe fubftances are obferved.

On the declivity on each fide, the fame cir-
cumftances may be noticed ; that is to fay,
fands arifing from the decompofition of the
calcarcous ftone, calcareous rocks, free-ftone,

Y S e = -y,

fchiftus, and breccia ; the decay of the rocks,

which appear often reduced to their primi-
tive nuclei, give a picture refembling the

worn mountains of China. Citizen Rofiere

could find no traces of emeralds, though the
valley is celebrated for poffefling mines of
this precious ftone. -

In the folitary and banifhed ftate in which
we found ourfelves, we were conftantly ex-
pecting news, and were eager to learn the
particulars of the operations and fucceffes of
our chiefs but this intelligence was oftcn
clouded with grief in hearing of the lofs of

Z4 {fome
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fome one or other of our brave companions.
Thefe fatigues of the mind, joined to thofe
of the body, recalled, in a melancholy way,

our thoughts towards our native country, and

made us feel our forlorn fituation, and the

neceflity which we felt of being near human

beings to whom we were bound by thc ties

of affection. We had at this timc to rcgrct
the lofs of General Caffarelli, who united to
very diftinguifhed talents the zcal of a truly
philanthropic patriotifin ; he conftantly foft-
encd the rage for daring enterprize by the
love of humanity, and was ever watchful over
the welfare and fafety of the men committed
to his carc; in him the well-informed and
fenfible loft g father and a friend ; and in my
own perion, I often, in making my drawing,
pleafed myfelt with imagining the gratifica-
tion which he would takc in infpedting

thend,
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them, and the regard for me which my zeal
would excite in him. What recompence
could be more flattering than the approbation
of fuch a friend !

On our return we were eager to enjoy the
favours of the Nile, and we were going to
plunge our parched bodies in its falutary
wave, when we found its ufual appearance
was quite changed: during the latter days
of the kamfin, the currcnt of the Nile be-
comes fluggifh, th(e’ waters lofe their ufual
falubrity and tranfparency,and become green,'

throwing up flakes of foul mud, which ex-|

bale a mephitic | odour: in fhort, it is then no
longer the bountiful river, the creator and
preferver of Egypt; but it grows heavy in its
motion, and would alarm the inhabitants of
the banks, if its periodic reftoration to its
ufual ftate was not as conftant a phenome-

non
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non tor them as it is furprifing to the cu-
rious traveller. It keeps falling till the 17th
of June, remains in ftagnation for two days,
and on the 19th it begins to rife.

It is at this period that the refidence in
Upper Egypt 1s almoft _igfupportable; the
winds are variable, and are conftantly chang-
ing from the caft to the fouth, or the fouth-

"weft : this latter is terrible, for it troubles
 the atmofpherc, obfcures thc fun with a
* white, dry, and burning vapour, parches with
e
thirft, dries up cvery thing, inflames the blood,
i irritates the nerves, and makes life itfelf pain-
ful: it alfo opprefles the lungs fo feverely,
that onc involuntarily fecks for cooler air to
breathe in, feeling as if the mouth was an
oven of firc; if one inhales the air by the
noftrils, it affe&s the head, and in again ex-
haling it, it feels like a gufh of blood rufhing

over '
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over the air-paffages; every thing that one
touchcs is burping, and iron even in the night
acquires \thc fame heat to the touch as it
would in France in the do_g_—ii_a.y.s, expofed to
the noon-day beams of the fun.

Duriug thete latter days we made an ex-
pca aen to Sahmatch and Abumanah, fron-
tier places of the government of the The-
baid, to fcttle with the inhabitants for the
neceflry labours of dykes and canals.  Our
general was rcccivcd/ﬁkc the governor of a
province; the ka_i_rzl_qlfq{l, or general of the
armed inhabitants, who was a rich man, had
prepared for us on onc of his cftatesa large
court well watered, which in fome degree
quclled the burning heat of the feafon. In,
the evening he gave a fupper to ourfelves,
the fheiks of the province, the detachment
which accompanied us, and for th‘c_’ numer-

*ous fervants who had made themfclves part
7 of
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of our {uite; for in the eafj: they are a kind
of vermin, which multiply at every ftep, and
feed upon you, without your being able to
defend yourfelf from their importunitics.
Scarcely have you engaged ¢ fingle domeftic
than you arc ferved by another, who never
fhews fo much zcal as when he has no wages,
and only takes pains when he is the fervant’s
deputy ; but as foon as you give him a livery
he muit have his horfe, and this introduces a
third officious fellow,-and fo on. Thefc
bloodfuckers, who infenfibly encreafed in the
army, were more burdenfome to the country,
and more barbaroufly deftruive to the pro-
perty of the inhabitants than the army itfclf;
tioned to th;::;nh or power of their mafters,
to whom they became infolent as foon as
they could pafs into the fervice of one more

powecrful, with whom they fuppofed they*
might
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might continue their courfe with more impu-
nity. They purfue their plundering fchemes
at the expence of the cultivator, the manu-
facturcr, and all the ufeful and refpetable
claffes of fociety : it is truc that every battlc
frced us from a great number of them, but
they returned for pillage, and only changed
their maftcrs. 1 have feen fome, who in
the beginning of the campaign had been

grooms, on their return giving their orders

to three fervants, ard by means of promo-

tions which they impudently made among
each other, perfoim no other office than that
of holding the ftirrup for their mafter when
he mounted, and cven then having one of
their underftrappers at hand to hold their
pipe, or rather to fhew to the by-ftanders the
dignity to which they had arrived. It muft
be acknowledged, howeser, that by degrees
we rendered ourfelves accomplices of this

2 corruption,
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corruption, for we caught the {pirit of orien-
talsin brcgthing the fame air with them, and

we became fo accuftomed to a _fu_i_tc, that we
foon could not do without a large train of
attendants.
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